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IDAPA 13 - IDAHO FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

13.01.04 - RULES GOVERNING LICENSING

DOCKET NO. 13-0104-0601

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the agency and is now pending review by 
the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending rule becomes final and effective 
at the conclusion of the legislative session, unless the rule is approved, rejected, amended or 
modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Section 67-5224 and 67-5291, Idaho Code. 
If the pending rule is approved, amended or modified by concurrent resolution, the rule becomes 
final and effective upon adoption of the concurrent resolution or upon the date specified in the 
concurrent resolution.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this 
agency has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b), Idaho 
Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is a concise explanatory statement of the reasons 
for adopting the pending rule and a statement of any change between the text of the proposed rule 
and the text of the pending rule with an explanation of the reasons for the change.

Amend the eligibility requirements for a Disabled Persons License to comply with statutory 
amendment (S 1385). Adopt eligibility requirements and permit conditions to implement the 
new ‘children with special needs big game permit/tag’ created by statutory amendment 
(S1381). Amend the outfitter allocation rule to clarify the allocation process and to address 
outfitter concerns. Clarify the Handicapped Archery Permit rule to address equipment 
concerns of handicapped archers. Delete the Southeast Idaho Nonresident Deer License/Tag 
rule because this hunt is now a controlled hunt.

The pending rule is being adopted as proposed. The complete text of the proposed rule was 
published in the October 4, 2006 Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol. 06-10, pages 159 
through 167.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning this pending rule, contact Sharon Kiefer (208) 287-2780.

DATED this 9th day of November, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE TEMPORARY AND PROPOSED RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is July 17, 2006.

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/bulletin/bul/06oct.pdf#P.159


DEPARTMENT OF  FISH & GAME Docket No. 13-0104-0601
Rules Governing Licensing PENDING RULE

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT Page 3 2007 PENDING RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is 
hereby given that this agency has adopted a temporary rule, and proposed rulemaking procedures 
have been initiated. The action is authorized pursuant to Section 36-104(b), Idaho Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be 
scheduled if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an 
agency, not later than October 18, 2006.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation 
must be made not later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of 
its supporting reasons for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the 
substance and purpose of the proposed rulemaking:

Amend the eligibility requirements for a Disabled Persons License to comply with statutory 
amendment (S 1385). Adopt eligibility requirements and permit conditions to implement the 
new ‘children with special needs big game permit/tag’ created by statutory amendment (S 
1391). Amend the outfitter allocation rule to clarify the allocation process and to address 
outfitter concerns. Clarify the Handicapped Archery Permit rule to address equipment 
concerns of handicapped archers. Delete the Southeast Idaho Nonresident Deer License/Tag 
rule because this hunt is now a controlled hunt.

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section(s) 67-5226(1)(c), Idaho Code, 
the Governor has found that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following 
reasons:

The temporary rule confers a benefit to disabled persons, children with special needs, 
outfitters, and hunters.

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year 
resulting from this rulemaking: N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to IDAPA 04.11.01.811, negotiated rulemaking was 
not conducted because of the need to comply with statutory amendments and the need to comply 
with printing schedules for the 2006 hunting seasons.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on technical questions concerning the temporary and proposed 
rule, contact Sharon Kiefer (208) 287-2784.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written comments 
must be directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before October 25, 2006.

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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DATED this 21st. day of August, 2006.

W. Dallas Burkhalter, Deputy Attorney General
Natural Resources Division/Fish and Game
600 S. Walnut - P.O. Box 25, Boise, Idaho 83707
(208) 334-3715, Fax (208) 334-2148

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

010. DEFINITIONS.
These definitions will provide clarity and consistency in enforcement of these rules. (7-1-93)

01. Authorized Corporate Representative. Any shareholder in a corporation, 
designated in writing by the corporation as the eligible applicant, who is in actual physical control 
of the eligible property. (7-1-93)

02. Blind Person. A blind person is one who has a medically documented loss or 
impairment of his or her vision and includes any person whose visual acuity with correcting lens 
does not exceed twenty/two hundred (20/200) in the better eye, or whose vision in the better eye is 
restricted to a field which subtends an angle of not greater than twenty (20) degrees. (7-1-93)

03. Domicile. The term “domicile” means the place where an individual has his true, 
fixed, permanent home and to which place he has the intention of returning whenever he is absent. 
An individual can have several dwelling places, but only one (1) domicile. Factors to consider to 
establish domicile include, but are not limited to: (7-1-93)

a. What address does the person use on tax returns and where does the person file a 
state resident income tax return? (7-1-93)

b. Where is the person registered to vote? (7-1-93)

c. Where does the person and his immediate family live? (7-1-93)

d. Where does the person have his mail sent or forwarded to? (7-1-93)

e. Does the person remain listed in the telephone directory? (7-1-93)

f. Where does he register his automobiles? (7-1-93)

g. Where has the person claimed a homeowner exemption on a personal residence?
(7-1-93)

h. Where does he have a driver’s license? (7-1-93)

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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i.  Where are his regular physicians and dentists located? (7-1-93)

04. Disabled. Permanent and total disability is defined as the inability to engage in 
any substantial gainful activity by reason of a medically determinable physical or mental 
impairment which can be expected to result in death, or has lasted or can be expected to last for a 
continuous period of not less than sixty (60) months. A person is disabled if they are deemed 
disabled by one (1) or more, but not necessarily all of the following: the railroad retirement board 
pursuant to Title 45 of the United States Code, or certified as eligible for Federal Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI); or Social Security Disability Income (SSDI); or a nonservice-connected 
veterans pension; or a service-connected veterans disability benefit with forty percent (40%) or 
more disability; or if a physician has certified any of the following - that a person has lost the use 
of one (1) or both lower extremities or both hands, or is unable to walk two hundred (200) feet or 
more unassisted by another person, or is unable to walk two hundred (200) feet or more without 
the aid of a walker, cane, crutches, braces, prosthetic device or a wheelchair, or is unable to walk 
two hundred (200) feet or more without great difficulty or discomfort due to the following 
impairments - neurological, orthopedic, respiratory, cardiac, arthritic disorder, blindness, or the 
loss of function or absence of a limb. (7-1-93)(7-17-06)T

05. Eligible Applicant. A physically handicapped person certified by a physician 
licensed in the state in which the handicapped person resides, as meeting one (1) or more of the 
criteria set forth in Idaho Code, Section 36-1101(a)1 through 3, and one who is capable of 
holding, or holding and firing, without assistance from other persons, legal firearms or archery
hunting and fishing equipment. (7-1-93)(7-17-06)T

06. Eligible Property. At least six hundred forty (640) acres of land in one (1) 
controlled hunt unit determined by the Department to be valuable for habitat or propagation 
purposes for deer, elk, and/or antelope, whether owned by one (1) or more persons, a partnership, 
or corporation. It shall not include any government lands. (4-5-00)

07. Landowner. Any person or corporation whose name appears on a deed as the 
owner of eligible property or whose name appears on a contract for sale of eligible property as the 
purchaser. (10-26-94)

08. Medical Basis for Disability. An individual must have a medically determinable 
impairment. This means an impairment which has medically demonstrable, anatomical, 
physiological, or psychological abnormalities. Such abnormalities are medically determinable if 
they manifest themselves as signs or laboratory findings apart from symptoms. Abnormalities 
which manifest themselves only as symptoms are not medically determinable. Symptoms are the 
claimant’s own perception of his or her physical or mental impairments. Signs are anatomical, 
physiological, or psychological abnormalities which can be observed through the use of 
medically acceptable clinical techniques. In psychiatric impairments, signs are medically 
demonstrable abnormalities of behavior, affect thought, memory, orientation and contact with 
reality. Laboratory findings are manifestations of anatomical, physiological, or psychological 
phenomena demonstrable by replacing or extending the perceptiveness of the observers senses 
and include chemical, electrophysiological, roentgenological or psychological tests. Statements 
of the applicant, including his or her own description of the impairment are alone insufficient to 
establish the presence of a physical or mental impairment. Permanent Disability. Permanent 

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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disability is defined as a medically determinable physical impairment, which a physician has 
certified that the condition has no expectation for a fundamental or marked change at any time in 
the future. (7-1-93)(7-17-06)T

09. Medical Equivalency. A patient who is not working can meet the definition of 
disability if he or she has an impairment with specific clinical findings that are the same as or 
medically equivalent to any set of findings under the evaluation criteria as established by the U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Social Security Administration, for disability 
under Title II and Title XVI. (7-1-93)

10. Permanent and Totally Disabled. Permanent and total disability is defined as the 
inability to engage in any substantial gainful activity by reason of a medically determinable 
physical or mental impairment which can be expected to result in death, or has lasted or can be 
expected to last for a continuous period of not less than sixty (60) months. (7-1-93)

1109. Resident. The term “resident” is defined in Section 36-202(r), Idaho Code.
(7-1-93)

12. Substantial Gainful Work. Substantial gainful work is any work of a nature 
generally performed for remuneration or profit involving the performance of significant physical 
or mental duties, or a combination of both. Work may be considered substantial even if performed 
part time and even if it is less demanding or less responsible than an individuals former work and 
it may be considered gainful even if it pays less than his former work. (7-1-93)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

263. -- 3021. (RESERVED).

302. DISABILITY LICENSES.
Disabled Combination Hunting/fishing, Disabled Fishing, Disabled American Veterans 
Combination Hunting And Fishing License And Disabled American Veterans Fishing License.

(7-17-06)T

01. Applicants for Disability Licenses Must Attest to the Disability Requirements. 
It is a violation for any person to misrepresent any information to obtain a disability license.

(7-17-06)T

02. Required Documentation. Required documentation must be submitted in person 
or by mail to the Department of Fish and Game set forth in Section 005. Applications must be 
supported by the documentation noted in either Subsection 302.02.a. or 302.02.b. of this rule.

(7-17-06)T

a. License buyer must present, to an Idaho Department of Fish and Game office or 
select vendor one (1) of the following: (7-17-06)T

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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i. A current year’s award statement in the individuals name showing that he or she is 
receiving SSI or SSDI benefits for the current year; (7-17-06)T

ii. A letter from the Railroad Retirement board verifying disability status and being 
dated within three years preceding the application for a disabled license; (7-17-06)T

iii. A letter from the from the Veterans Affairs office showing a percentage of 
disability of 40 percent (40%) or greater; (7-17-06)T

iv. A letter from the Veterans Affairs office showing an individual is receiving a 
nonservice-connected pension. (7-17-06)T

b. License buyer must initially present to an Idaho Fish and Game office a form, 
prescribed by the Department, showing physician certification of permanent disability, defined in 
Subsections 010.04 and 010.08 of this rule, or an individual may present their valid Idaho driver’s 
license in lieu of the prescribed department form if the individual meets the disability 
requirements of Section 49-117(7)(b), Idaho Code, and the driver’s license is appropriately 
marked as disabled. Only eligible applicants may submit such applications. Physician 
certification will not be required for subsequent disability license application. (7-17-06)T

c. Individuals using the department form for a physician’s permanent disability 
certification must complete and sign the application form. Each application submitted on the 
department form shall be accompanied by certification from the applicant’s physician, physician 
assistant, or nurse practitioner stating which of the criteria set forth in Subsection 010.04 of this 
rule, qualifies the applicant and why. The physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner shall 
also certify that the applicant is capable of holding, or holding and firing, without assistance from 
other persons, legal hunting and fishing equipment. If the physician, physician assistant, or nurse 
practitioner is not licensed to practice in Idaho, a photo copy of the physician, physician assistant, 
or nurse practitioner’s medical license must accompany the application. Physicians, physician 
assistants, or nurse practitioners must check the appropriate box for a permanent disability on the 
application. (7-17-06)T

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

304. HANDICAPPED ARCHERY PERMIT.

01. Applications for Handicapped Archery Permits. (3-20-97)

a. Applications for handicapped archery permits shall be on a form prescribed by the 
Department. Only eligible applicants may submit such applications. (3-20-97)

b. Applicants shall sign the application. Nonresident applicants must have their 
signature notarized. Each application shall be accompanied by certification from the applicant’s 
physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner stating that the applicant has a permanent 
disability whereby he does not have use of one (1) or both of his arms or hands. The physician, 

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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physician assistant, or nurse practitioner shall also certify that the applicant is capable of holding 
and firing, without assistance from other persons, a bow or crossbow. If the physician, physician 
assistant, or nurse practitioner is not licensed to practice in Idaho, a photo copy of the physician, 
physician assistant, or nurse practitioner medical license must accompany the application.

(3-20-04)(7-17-06)T

02. Handicapped Archery Permits. (3-20-97)

a. Handicapped archery permits shall be issued only by the Director of the 
Department and shall expire on December 31 of the fifth year following the date of issuance.

(3-20-97)

b. The handicapped archery permit shall be carried on the person of anyone 
participating in an archery only season with the use of a crossbow and produced upon request on 
an officer. (3-20-97)

c. The handicapped archery permit shall allow the holder thereof to participate in an 
archery only hunt with the use of a crossbow or a device attached that holds a bow at partial or full 
draw. (3-20-97)(7-17-06)T

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

505. DEER AND ELK TAG ALLOCATION.

01. Allocation of Tags. Pursuant to Idaho Code, Section 36-408(d), the Fish and 
Game Commission may allocate a number of deer and\or elk tags for use by hunters with signed 
agreements with licensed outfitters in zones with limited numbers of tags. The allocation will be 
calculated on a zone basis with reductions or increases in hunting opportunities to be 
proportionate among resident hunters, nonoutfitted nonresident hunters, and outfitted hunters. 
When the number of hunters in a general hunt unit or zone becomes restricted, the Department 
will calculate the initial number of allocated tags for each zone using the Idaho Outfitters and 
Guides Licensing Board’s records of average historic use during the previous five (5) year period. 
Where it is biologically feasible, any reductions in the number of tags available within a zone 
which exceeds twenty percent (20%) will be spread over a three (3) year period with a maximum 
reduction of fifty percent (50%) taken in the first year and twenty-five percent (25%) in the 
second year. When an area becomes controlled, hunt application and eligibility rules will apply to 
allocated tags in controlled hunts. Only those units or zones with licensed outfitted areas with 
historic use will be considered for tag allocation. (7-1-99)(7-17-06)T

02. Controlled Hunt Areas. Only those controlled hunt areas existing prior to 1998
with historic licensed deer and/or elk outfitted area(s) may be considered for a tag/permit 
allocation. The allocation will be calculated on a controlled hunt area basis with reductions or 
increases in hunting opportunities to be proportionate among resident hunters, non-outfitted 
nonresident hunters, and outfitted hunters. (3-30-01)(7-17-06)T

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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a. The number of allocated tags will be subtracted in addition to from the number of 
tags authorized by the Commission within each controlled hunt area with historic licensed deer 
and/or elk outfitter areas. (3-30-01)(7-17-06)T

b. Successful allocated controlled hunt applicants must use the services of an Idaho 
licensed outfitter. Prior to submitting an application for an outfitter allocated controlled hunt, the 
applicant must have a written agreement with an outfitter licensed in the hunt area. Successful 
applicants of an outfitter allocated controlled hunt must hunt with an outfitter licensed for the hunt 
area. The outfitter must purchase the successful applicant’s permit and tag by August 20. 
Successful applicants authorize the Department to provide names and addresses to the outfitter(s) 
licensed for that controlled hunt. (3-30-01)(7-17-06)T

c. Successful applicants who do not want to participate in the outfitted hunt can 
decline the hunt upon written notification to the department. Those declining the hunt will then be 
eligible to participate in a general season or leftover controlled hunt. Those drawing an outfitted 
controlled hunt and then declining the controlled hunt will be subject to the appropriate waiting 
period. (5-3-03)

d. Successful applicants that do not secure the services of an Idaho licensed outfitter 
and have not purchased the controlled hunt permit and tag by August 20 will forfeit the 
opportunity to purchase a controlled hunt permit. The forfeited controlled hunt permit will then be 
listed as a leftover permit. The department will inform the Idaho Outfitters and Guides Board that 
a permit is available. After securing a client, the outfitter(s) may then purchase the leftover 
controlled hunt permit at a department regional or headquarters office. (5-3-03)

e. The number of allocated tag/permits will be determined by using one (1) of the 
following options: (3-30-01)

i. The number of allocated tags available within the controlled hunt area will be 
based on a variable scale depending on the number of tags established by the Fish and Game 
Commission: less than fifty-one (51) tags = zero percent (0%); fifty-one (51) or more tags = 
maximum of three percent (3%) no more than six percent (6%); or (7-1-99)(7-17-06)T

ii. The number of tags available within the controlled hunt area will be based on the 
average historic use during the previous five (5) year period and calculated tag numbers will be 
rounded up when permits equal or exceed zero point six (0.6) and rounded down when permits are 
less than zero point six (0.6); or (3-30-01)

iii. No tags will be allocated. (7-1-99)

f. Applicants who apply for an outfitter controlled hunt by their application 
authorize the Department to provide their names and addresses only to those outfitters licensed 
for that controlled hunt and only if they are successful in drawing a permit for that controlled 
hunt. (3-30-01)

03. Controlled Hunts or Hunts with Limited Hunting Opportunities Established 
After 1997. Controlled hunts or hunts with limited hunting opportunities established after 1997, 
with historic licensed deer and/or elk outfitted areas, may be considered for allocated tags. The 

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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number of tags will be determined by the Fish and Game Commission using Subsections 
505.02.c.i., 505.02.c.ii., and 505.02.c.iii. (3-30-01)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

600. NONRESIDENT DEER AND ELK TAG QUOTAS.

01. Tag Quotas. The following number of deer tags and elk tags shall be set aside 
annually and reserved for sale to nonresidents: (3-20-97)

a. Twelve thousand eight hundred (12,800) regular or Clearwater deer tags; (4-6-05)

b. Twelve thousand eight hundred fifteen (12,815) A or B elk tags for all zones;
(3-20-04)

c. One thousand two hundred (1,200) S.E. Idaho area Deer tags. (7-1-98)

02. Exceptions. Sales of nonresident deer and elk tags to the following persons shall 
not be counted in the quota: (7-1-93)

a. Unqualified Residents: Persons who have moved into Idaho and by notarized 
affidavit show proof of their intent to become bona fide Idaho residents but are not yet qualified to 
purchase a resident license. (7-1-93)

b. Designated Buyers: Nonresident tag buyers who return their unused nonresident 
deer or elk tag and a notarized affidavit stating that the tag buyer has not hunted may designate 
another nonresident to purchase an additional tag. If the original buyer does not make a 
designation and has retained an outfitter or guide, the outfitter or guide may make the designation. 
The designated buyer must pay the regular fee for the replacement tag. If no designation is made 
by either the original buyer or the outfitter or guide, the Department may sell the replacement tag 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. (7-1-93)

c. Successful nonresident controlled hunt applicants who have not purchased a tag as 
of the date of the controlled hunt drawing. (7-1-93)

d. Junior mentored tag holders. (3-20-04)

03. Refunds. The fee for any nonresident license (as defined in I.C. 36-202(z)) shall 
not be refunded for any reason except as follows. (7-1-98)

a. Hunting license and general season deer and elk tag refunds due to death, illness/
injury or military deployment of licensee. Non-resident general season deer or elk tag fees and 
prerequisite hunting license fee and controlled hunt deer and elk tag fees may be refunded for 
death of licensee; illness or injury of licensee which totally disabled the licensee for the entire 
length of any applicable hunting season; or military deployment of licensee due to an armed 

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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conflict. Refund must be substantiated by death certificate, published obituary, written 
justification by a licensed medical doctor, copy of military orders, or other similar substantiating 
documents. The hunting license fee will not be refunded if it was used to apply for any controlled 
hunt or to purchase a turkey, mountain lion, or bear tag. The amount refunded will be the amount 
of the applicable deer or elk tag and hunting license less all issuance fees and a fifty dollar ($50) 
processing fee. The refund request must be postmarked on or before December 31 of the calendar 
year in which the license and tags were valid. (4-6-05)

b. General season and controlled hunt deer and elk tag refunds for other than death, 
illness/injury, or military deployment of licensee. Non-resident general season and controlled hunt 
deer or elk tag fees may be refunded for any reason other than death of the licensee; illness or 
injury of licensee which totally disables the licensee for the entire length of all applicable seasons; 
or military deployment of licensee due to an armed conflict. The request for the refund must be 
postmarked in the year in which the tag is valid. The hunting license fee will not be refunded. The 
refund will be based on the following sliding scale as a percent of the deer or elk tag fee.

(4-6-05)

c. Department Error. The department determines that a department employee made 
an error in the issuance of the license. (7-1-98)

d. Submission Requirements. All refund requests must be in writing and be 
accompanied with the original copy of the license or tag. (7-1-98)

e. Effective. These changes will be effective with the 1997 licenses and tags.
(7-1-98)

04. Sale of Unsold Nonresident Deer and Elk Tags to Residents. Any unsold 
nonresident deer or elk tags may be sold to residents and to nonresidents as a second tag, at the 
nonresident deer or elk tag price, beginning September 1. All privileges and restrictions 
associated with the use of the nonresident deer or elk tag will apply equally to residents who 
purchase a nonresident deer or elk tag. (3-15-02)

05. S.E. Idaho License/Tag Application and Drawing. (3-20-04)

a. Nonresidents must submit application to the Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
headquarters license section to be eligible to receive an Idaho S.E. deer tag. The application 
period will be for the two (2) consecutive months from December 1 through January 31, and 
received by the license section no later than February 5 for the current year’s license. The Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game is not responsible for lost or late applications. (3-20-04)

Postmarked Percent of Fee Refunded

Before April 1 75%

in April through June 50%

in July and August 25%

September through December 0%

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
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b. Applications must be submitted on a department-approved form. (3-20-04)

c. Only those eligible to purchase an Idaho hunting license at the time of application 
are eligible to apply for the S.E. deer tag. (3-20-04)

d. A nonrefundable application fee of six dollars and fifty cents ($6.50) must be 
submitted with the application. (3-20-04)

e. At the time of application, the applicant must submit the nonrefundable 
application fee, the hunting license fees (if applicable), and the fees for the S.E. deer tag. Those 
successful in the drawing will receive the appropriate hunting license (if applicable) and the S.E. 
deer tag. Those who are unsuccessful will receive a refund of the license fee (if applicable) and 
the S.E. deer tag fees. (3-20-04)

f. Group applications may be submitted. A group application may consist of up to 
four (4) individuals. All required information must be submitted in the same envelope to be 
considered as a group application. If a group application is selected in the random drawing, then 
each applicant will receive a hunting license (if applicable) and a S.E. deer tag. (3-20-04)

g. Applications received after the deadline will be processed through the drawing but 
will be ineligible to draw. The appropriate license and tag fees will be refunded. (3-20-04)

h. Applications with insufficient fees will be processed through the drawing but will 
be ineligible to draw. The appropriate license and tag fees will be refunded (if applicable). (3-20-
04)

i. Computer drawing: To ensure fairness to all applicants, the drawing will be 
conducted using the existing department controlled hunt drawing processes. A random computer 
selection will determine successful applicants. If the applicant is successful, the license (if 
applicable) and deer tag will be issued and mailed to the customer within fifteen (15) days of the 
drawing date. License (if applicable) and tag fees will be refunded to unsuccessful applicants in 
the form of a state warrant. All refunds will be issued in the name of the applicant, regardless of 
who submitted the original payment for the application. (3-20-04)

j. Those applying for the S.E. deer tag will not affect their ability to apply for 
controlled hunts.

(3-20-04)

k. Those unsuccessful in drawing a S.E. deer tag will be placed on a waiting list 
randomly in case the department receives returned unused tags for refunds or controlled hunt 
exchanges. These tags will be sold to the individuals on the list in order of standing on the waiting 
list. (3-20-04)

l. All other existing refund rules apply to those who have successfully drawn and 
have been issued the S.E. Idaho deer tag. (3-20-04)
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(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

801. -- 9899. (RESERVED).

900. CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS BIG GAME PERMIT/TAG.

01. Availability. The Department shall make available no more than ten (10) big game 
permit/tags available for children with life threatening medical conditions. (7-17-06)T

02. Issuance. The Commission delegates discretionary authority to issue a special 
needs permit/tag to the Director. (7-17-06)T

03. Eligibility. In order to receive a special needs big game permit/tag, a resident or 
nonresident minor (seventeen (17) years of age or younger) must have a life threatening medical 
condition as certified by a qualified and licensed physician. (7-17-06)T

a. A qualified applicant must be sponsored by a nonprofit organization that is 
qualified under section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue code. (7-17-06)T

b. The primary mission of the sponsoring organization must be to offer opportunities 
and experiences to minor children with life threatening medical conditions. (7-17-06)T

c. Minimum age requirements and hunter education requirements are waived for 
individuals applying for or receiving a special needs big game permit/tag. (7-17-06)T

04. Validity of Permit/Tag. The special needs permit/tag shall be valid for one (1) 
deer, one (1) elk, one (1) pronghorn, one (1) moose, one (1) black bear, or one (1) mountain lion 
as allowed by Commission regulation. (7-17-06)T

a. A license is not required to apply for or receive a special needs big game permit/
tag. (7-17-06)T

b. The special needs permit/tag is valid in any open hunt, controlled or general, as 
provided by Commission regulation. (7-17-06)T

c. Applicants may only receive 1 special needs permit/tag in a lifetime. (7-17-06)T

d. In exercising hunting privileges, the holder of a special needs permit/tag must be 
accompanied by an adult in possession of a valid Idaho big game hunting license. (7-17-06)T

05. Application. Applications shall be on a form as prescribed by the Director.
(7-17-06)T

a. Applications shall be submitted on behalf of applicants by an eligible nonprofit 
organization. (7-17-06)T

b. A copy of the nonprofit organization’s IRS determination letter must accompany 
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the application. (7-17-06)T

c. The application shall include the signature of a qualified and licensed physician 
stating the applicant has a life threatening medical condition. (7-17-06)T

06. Fees. All fees associated with applying for and receiving a special needs permit/
tag shall be waived. (7-17-06)T

07. Hunters with Disabilities Permit Fees. All fees associated with applying for or 
receiving a Handicapped Persons Motor Vehicle Hunting Permit or a Handicapped Archery 
Permit by the recipient of a special needs permit/tag are waived. (7-17-06)T

08. Application of Big Game Rules. All rules governing the taking of Big Game 
Animals, IDAPA 13.01.08, “Rules Governing the Taking of Big Game Animals in the State of 
Idaho,” shall apply to holders of a special needs big game tag. (7-17-06)T

901. -- 999. (RESERVED).
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IDAPA 13 - IDAHO FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

13.01.05 - FISHING CONTESTS

DOCKET NO. 13-0105-0601

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the agency and is now pending review by 
the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending rule becomes final and effective 
at the conclusion of the legislative session, unless the rule is approved, rejected, amended or 
modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Section 67-5224 and 67-5291, Idaho Code. 
If the pending rule is approved, amended or modified by concurrent resolution, the rule becomes 
final and effective upon adoption of the concurrent resolution or upon the date specified in the 
concurrent resolution.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this 
agency has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b) and 
36-901, Idaho Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is a concise explanatory statement of the reasons 
for adopting the pending rule and a statement of any change between the text of the proposed rule 
and the text of the pending rule with an explanation of the reasons for the change.

To allow additional fishing contests on planted trout, to correct a procedural error which 
occurred two years ago when the Fishing Rules were last amended, to clarify certain 
definitions, and to make clerical corrections and updates.

The pending rule is being adopted as proposed. The complete text of the proposed rule was 
published in the October 4, 2006 Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol. 06-10, pages 168 
through 170.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning this pending rule, contact Fred Partridge (208) 287-2773.

DATED this 9th day of November, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE TEMPORARY AND PROPOSED RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is November 21, 2005.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is 
hereby given that this agency has adopted a temporary rule, and proposed rulemaking procedures 
have been initiated. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b) and 36-901, Idaho 
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Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be 
scheduled if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an 
agency, not later than October 18, 2006.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation 
must be made not later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of 
its supporting reasons for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the 
substance and purpose of the proposed rulemaking:

To allow additional fishing contests on planted trout, to correct a procedural error which 
occurred two years ago when the Fishing Rules were last amended, to clarify certain 
definitions, and to make clerical corrections and updates.

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section(s) 67-5226(1)(c), Idaho Code, 
the Governor has found that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following 
reasons:

The temporary rule confers a benefit to anglers and fishing contest contestents.

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year 
resulting from this rulemaking: N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to IDAPA 04.11.01.811, negotiated rulemaking was 
not conducted because of the need to set the 2006-2007 fishing seasons, meet printing schedules 
for the Fishing Season Brochure, and the lack of an identifiable group to represent the many 
different tournament anglers.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on technical questions concerning the temporary and proposed 
rule, contact Fred Partridge (208) 287-2773.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written comments 
must be directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before October 25, 2006.

DATED this 21st day of August, 2006.

W. Dallas Burkhalter
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Deputy Attorney General
Natural Resources Division/Fish and Game
600 S. Walnut
P.O. Box 25, Boise, Idaho 83707
(208) 334-3715
Fax (208) 334-2148

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

000. LEGAL AUTHORITY.
The Idaho Fish and Game Commission is authorized under Sections 36-104(b) and 36-901, Idaho 
Code, to adopt rules concerning fishing and fishing contests. (11-21-05)T

001. TITLE AND SCOPE.

01. Title. These rules shall be cited in full as IDAPA 13.01.05.000, et seq., Idaho Fish 
and Game Commission Rules, IDAPA 13.01.05, “Rules Governing Fishing Contests.(11-21-05)T

02. Scope. These rules establish the permit requirements, allowable species, types of 
contest, and reporting requirements for fishing contests. (11-21-05)T

002. WRITTEN INTERPRETATIONS.
In accordance with Section 67-5201(19)(b)(vi), Idaho Code, this agency has written statements 
which pertain to the interpretation of the rules of this chapter, or to the documentation of 
compliance with the rules of this chapter. These documents are available for public inspection and 
copying at cost at the headquarters office at 600 South Walnut, Boise, Idaho. (11-21-05)T

003. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS.
All contested cases shall be governed by the provisions of IDAPA 13.01.01, “Rules of Practice 
and Procedure of the Idaho Fish and Game Commission.” (11-21-05)T

004. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE.
There are no documents that have been incorporated by reference into this rule. (11-21-05)T

005. OFFICE -- OFFICE HOURS -- MAILING ADDRESS AND STREET ADDRESS.
The principal place of business of the Department of Fish and Game is in Boise, Idaho. The office 
is located at 600 South Walnut, Boise, Idaho and is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., except Saturday, 
Sunday and legal holidays. The mailing address is: P.O. Box 25, Boise, Idaho 83707. (11-21-05)T

0006. -- 009. (RESERVED).

010. DEFINITIONS.

01. Catch-and-Release Contest. Any fishing contest where the contest rules require 
specific procedures to keep target species of fish alive and healthy and require that all fish caught 
by participants be released back into the contest water on the same day they were captured.

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE



DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME Docket No. 13-0105-0601
Fishing Contests PENDING RULE

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT Page 18 2007 PENDING RULE

(7-1-93)

02. Fishing Contest. Any fishing event, where the participants pay an entry fee or 
where a prize is offered to participants based on the capture of an individual fish or the size or 
number of fish captured which is based on the capture of an individual fish or the size or number 
of fish and total prize value is greater than one thousand dollars ($1,000); or the individual entry 
fee is greater than twenty-five dollars ($25); or the number of boats is greater than ten (10) or the 
number of individual contestants is greater than twenty (20); or there is a live fish weigh-in.

(7-1-93)(11-21-05)T

03. Harvest Contest. Any fishing contest where the contest rules do not require 
particpants keep all target species of fish alive and healthy and release the fish back into contest 
waters, but allow participants to harvest or kill the fish. (7-1-93)

011. -- 099. (RESERVED).

100. PERMITS.

01. General. No person, organization, club, business, partnership, corporation, or 
other entity may sponsor a fishing contest whereby an entrance fee is charged or any prize is 
offered without having first obtained a fishing contest permit from the Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game. No permit will be issued for a harvest contest for the fish listed below. The Director 
may issue a permit for a catch-and-release contest for these species if he determines that there will 
be no harm to that fishery resource in the particular water where the contest is to take place:

(7-1-93)

a. Bull trout, Salvelinus confluentus; (7-1-93)

b. White sturgeon, Acipenser thirty transmontanus; (7-1-93)(11-21-05)T

c. Cutthroat trout, Oncorhynchus clarki; (7-1-93)

d. Arctic grayling, Thymallus arcticus; and (7-1-93)

e. Wild native trout in any streams. (7-1-93)(11-21-05)T

02. Applications for Fishing Contest Permits. Application for fishing contest 
permits shall be made on a form prescribed by the Department. The application must be submitted 
at least thirty (30) days prior to a catch-and-release contest and ninety (90) days prior to a harvest 
contest. The application shall include: (7-1-93)

a. Name and address of the sponsor; (7-1-93)

b. Name of the body of water or waters where the contest will take place, including 
second preference location if applicable; (7-1-93)

c. Target species; (7-1-93)
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d. Whether the contest is catch-and-release or harvest; (7-1-93)

e. Procedures to be used to ensure fish will be returned pursuant to Department 
requirements in a catch-and-release contest or to ensure that fishing will cease when the bag or 
possession limit is reached in a harvest contest; (7-1-93)

f. Location and time of start and check-in; (7-1-93)

g. Date(s) of contest; (7-1-93)

h. Estimated number of participants; (7-1-93)

i. Entry fee; (7-1-93)

j. Description and value of prizes or awards; and (7-1-93)

k. Signature of the applicant, or a person authorized to sign on behalf of an applicant 
organization. (7-1-93)
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IDAPA 13 - IDAHO FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

13.01.08 - RULES GOVERNING THE TAKING OF BIG GAME IN THE STATE OF 
IDAHO

DOCKET NO. 13-0108-0601

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the agency and is now pending review by 
the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending rule becomes final and effective 
at the conclusion of the legislative session, unless the rule is approved, rejected, amended or 
modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Section 67-5224 and 67-5291, Idaho Code. 
If the pending rule is approved, amended or modified by concurrent resolution, the rule becomes 
final and effective upon adoption of the concurrent resolution or upon the date specified in the 
concurrent resolution.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this 
agency has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b), 36-
408, and 36-1101, Idaho Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is a concise explanatory statement of the reasons 
for adopting the pending rule and a statement of any change between the text of the proposed rule 
and the text of the pending rule with an explanation of the reasons for the change.

Simplify the understanding of weapon type opportunities; address concerns of handicapped 
archers; implement new outfitter allocation; address elk depredations in eastern Idaho; add 
an additional unit (Unit 69) to the Motor Vehicle Restriction Rule; lengthen the controlled 
hunt application period for deer, elk, antelope, and fall black bear; and clarify and correct 
hunt descriptions.

The pending rule is being adopted as proposed. The complete text of the proposed rule was 
published in the October 4, 2006 Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol. 06-10, pages 172 
through 192.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning this pending rule, contact Brad Compton (208) 287-2756.

DATED this 9th day of November, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE TEMPORARY AND PROPOSED RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is March 10, 2006.
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AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is 
hereby given that this agency has adopted a temporary rule, and proposed rulemaking procedures 
have been initiated. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b), 36-408, and 36-
1101, Idaho Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be 
scheduled if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an 
agency, not later than October 18, 2006.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation 
must be made not later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of 
its supporting reasons for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the 
substance and purpose of the proposed rulemaking:

Simplify the understanding of weapon type opportunities; address concerns of handicapped 
archers; implement new outfitter allocation; address elk depredations in eastern Idaho; add 
an additional unit (Unit 69) to the Motor Vehicle Restriction Rule; lengthen the controlled 
hunt application period for deer, elk, antelope, and fall black bear; and clarify and correct 
hunt descriptions.

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section(s) 67-5226(1)(c), Idaho Code, 
the Governor has found that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following 
reasons:

The temporary rule confers a benefit to outfitters, handicapped archers, and hunters.

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year 
resulting from this rulemaking: N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to IDAPA 04.11.01.811, negotiated rulemaking was 
not conducted because of the need to comply with printing schedules for the 2006 hunting 
seasons, and the lack of an identifiable group to represent the various interests.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on technical questions concerning the temporary and proposed 
rule, contact Brad Compton (208) 287-2756.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written comments 
must be directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before October 25, 2006.
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DATED this 21st day of August, 2006.

W. Dallas Burkhalter
Deputy Attorney General
Natural Resources Division/Fish and Game
600 S. Walnut
P.O. Box 25, Boise, Idaho 83707
(208) 334-3715, Fax (208) 334-2148

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

260. PERMITS FOR CONTROLLED HUNTS.

01. Use of Controlled Hunt Permits. No person may hunt in any controlled hunt 
without having a valid controlled hunt permit in possession. (7-1-93)

a. A controlled hunt area with an “X” suffix is an extra tag hunt. (10-26-94)

b. In the event a permit is issued based on erroneous information, the permit will be 
invalidated by the Department and may NOT be used. The Department will notify the permittee 
of the invalidation of the permit. The person will remain on the drawn list, and if there is a waiting 
period in a succeeding year, the person will be required to wait the specified time period. (7-1-93)

c. Any person who receives a controlled hunt permit and tag for deer is prohibited 
from hunting in any other deer hunt--archery, muzzleloader, or general; EXCEPT the holder of a 
deer controlled hunt permit and tag may purchase a tag for and hunt in an extra tag hunt, or 
controlled hunt permit/extra tag hunt for deer. (3-20-97)

d. Any person who receives a combination controlled hunt permit/extra tag for deer 
may hunt in any other deer hunt--archery, muzzleloader, general or controlled hunt. (7-1-93)

e. Any person who receives a controlled hunt permit for elk is prohibited from 
hunting in any other elk hunt--archery, muzzleloader, or general; EXCEPT a controlled hunt 
permit holder may purchase a tag for and hunt in an extra tag hunt for elk. (7-1-93)

f. Any person who receives a combination controlled hunt permit/tag for antelope is 
prohibited from hunting in any archery antelope hunt. The holder of an antelope combination 
controlled hunt permit/extra tag may apply for a combination controlled hunt permit/tag for 
antelope or may purchase a tag for an archery antelope hunt. (7-1-93)

g. Any person who receives a spring controlled hunt permit for black bear is 
prohibited from hunting in any other spring bear hunt - April 15 to June 30. (7-1-99)

h. Any person who receives a fall controlled hunt permit for black bear is prohibited 
from hunting in any other fall bear hunts -- September 15 to October 31. (10-26-94)
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02. Nonresident Permit Limitations. (3-20-04)

a. In controlled hunts with ten (10) or fewer permits, not more than one (1) 
nonresident permit will be issued. In controlled hunts, EXCEPT unlimited controlled hunts, with 
more than ten (10) permits, not more than ten percent (10%) of the permits will be issued to 
nonresidents. This rule shall be applied to each uniquely numbered controlled hunt and to the 
controlled hunts for each species. (4-6-05)

b. Outfitter allocated hunts are exempt from the limitation of Subsection 260.02.a.
(3-20-04)

c. For each species, the total number of outfitter allocated controlled hunt permits 
shall be subtracted from the result of ten percent (10%) of the sum of all controlled hunt permits; 
including outfitter allocated controlled hunts, but excluding all unlimited controlled hunts. In 
addition to the limitations of Subsection 260.02.a., the resulting net number shall be the maximum 
number of controlled hunt permits that may be issued to nonresidents for all controlled hunts 
except outfitter allocated and unlimited controlled hunts. (3-20-04)

03. Eligibility. Any person possessing a valid Idaho hunting license is eligible to apply 
for controlled hunts subject to the following restrictions: (7-1-93)

a. Holders of a Nongame Hunting License (Type 208) may not apply for any 
controlled hunt. (4-6-05)

b. Any person whose name was drawn on a controlled hunt for either sub-species of 
bighorn sheep may not apply for any bighorn permit for two (2) years. Any person whose name 
was drawn on a controlled hunt for mountain goat may not apply for a mountain goat permit for 
two (2) years. Any person whose name was drawn on a controlled hunt for moose may not apply 
for a moose permit for two (2) years. Any person whose name was drawn on a controlled 
antlered-only deer hunt may NOT apply for any other controlled antlered-only deer hunt for one 
(1) year. Any person whose name was drawn on a controlled antlered-only elk hunt may NOT 
apply for any other controlled antlered-only elk hunt for one (1) year. The one (1) year waiting 
period does NOT apply to controlled hunts with an unlimited number of permits nor Landowner 
Preference Permits. EXCEPT all successful and unsuccessful antelope, deer and elk hunters that 
comply with all Mandatory Report requirements will be eligible to be randomly drawn for one (1) 
of ten (10) “Super” controlled antelope/deer/elk tags to hunt in any open general and/or controlled 
antelope, deer or elk hunt in the following hunting season. (3-15-02)

c. Any person applying for a bighorn sheep, mountain goat, or moose controlled hunt 
may NOT apply for any other controlled hunt in the same year EXCEPT Unlimited Controlled 
Hunts, a controlled black bear hunt, or a designated depredation or extra tag hunt for deer, elk or 
antelope. In addition, unsuccessful applicants for bighorn sheep, mountain goat or moose 
controlled hunts are eligible to participate in first-come, first-served deer, elk and antelope 
controlled hunt permit sales. (10-26-94)

d. Any person who has killed a California bighorn ram, Rocky Mountain bighorn ram 
or a moose on any controlled hunt may not apply for a permit for the same subspecies, EXCEPT 
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any person who has killed a California bighorn ram south of Interstate Highway 84 since 1974 
and is otherwise eligible, may apply for a Rocky Mountain bighorn ram permit for any hunt north 
of Interstate Highway 84. Any person who has killed a Rocky Mountain bighorn ram north of 
Interstate Highway 84 since 1974 and is otherwise eligible, may apply for a California bighorn 
ram permit for any hunt south of Interstate Highway 84. Auction tag and lottery tag winners are 
exempt from the once-in-a-lifetime restrictions on killing bighorn sheep of either subspecies.

(4-5-00)

e. No person applying for a Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep controlled hunt as a first 
choice shall apply for a California bighorn sheep controlled hunt as a second choice. No person 
applying for a California bighorn sheep controlled hunt as a first choice shall apply for a Rocky 
Mountain bighorn sheep controlled hunt as a second choice. No person shall apply for both a 
Rocky Mountain and a California bighorn the same year. (7-1-93)

f. Any person who kills a bighorn ewe may not apply for another bighorn ewe 
controlled hunt permit for five (5) years. The harvest of a bighorn ewe does not make the 
permittee ineligible to apply for a permit to take a California bighorn ram or a Rocky Mountain 
bighorn ram. Any person who applies for a bighorn ewe may not apply for any bighorn ram the 
same year. (7-1-93)

g. Any person who has killed a mountain goat since 1977 may not apply for a 
mountain goat permit. (7-1-93)

h. Any person who has killed an antlered moose in Idaho may not apply for a moose 
permit for antlered moose, and any person who has killed an antlerless moose in Idaho may not 
apply for a permit for antlerless moose EXCEPT that any person may apply for permits remaining 
unfilled after the controlled hunt draw. (4-11-06)

i. Any person applying for a landowner permission hunt must have a signed 
permission slip from a landowner who owns more than one hundred fifty-nine (159) acres in the 
hunt area. The permission slip must have the landowner’s name and address on it along with the 
landowner’s signature. (7-1-98)

j. Any person may apply for both a controlled hunt permit/tag and a controlled hunt 
permit/extra tag. (7-1-93)

k. Nonresident hound hunters applying for controlled black bear hunts must first 
obtain a Hound Hunter Permit pursuant to IDAPA 13.01.15.200.04, “Rules Governing the Use of 
Dogs”. (7-1-99)

l. Any person applying for an outfitter allocated controlled hunt must have a written 
agreement with the outfitter before submitting the controlled hunt application. (4-11-06)

04. Applications. Individual applications or group applications for controlled hunts 
shall be made on a form prescribed by the Department and must be received at the Headquarters 
Office of the Idaho Department of Fish and Game or postmarked not later than the annual dates 
shown below. Any individual application or group application which is unreadable, has 
incomplete or incorrect hunt or license numbers, or which lacks the required information or fee 
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will be declared void and will not be entered in the drawing. All applications will be considered 
final; they may not be resubmitted after correction. (10-26-94)

a. Spring black bear - Application period - January 15 - February 15. (4-6-05)

b. Moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat - Application period for first drawing - 
April 1 - 30. (4-6-05)

c. Deer, elk, antelope and fall black bear - Application period for first drawing - May 
1 - 31 June 5. (4-6-05)(3-10-06)T

d. Moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat - Application period for second 
drawing, if applicable - June 15 - 25. (4-6-05)

e. Deer, elk, antelope, and fall black bear - Application period for second drawing - 
August 5 - 15. (4-6-05)

05. Applicant Requirements. Applicants must comply with the following 
requirements: (7-1-93)

a. Only one (1) application, per person or group, will be accepted for the same 
species, EXCEPT a person or group may submit one additional application for a controlled hunt 
permit/extra tag for the same species. Additional applications for the same person or group for the 
same species will result in all applicants being declared ineligible. (10-26-94)

b. Only one (1) controlled hunt permit/extra tag will be issued for each person on any 
application submitted. (10-26-94)

c. Several applications may be submitted in a single envelope so long as each 
application is for a single species, a single applicant or group, and both hunts on an application 
must be controlled hunt permit/tag hunts or controlled hunt permit/extra tag hunts. (10-26-94)

d. Fees must be submitted with each application. A single payment (either cashier's 
check, money order, certified check, or a personal check) may be submitted to cover fees for all 
applications in the same envelope. If a check or money order is insufficient to cover the fees, all 
applications will be voided and returned. The application fee is set by Section 36-416, Idaho 
Code, per person per hunt, for deer, elk, antelope, moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goat, black 
bear, and lion, applied for and is NOT refundable. The tag fees are not to be submitted with either 
the telephone or mail-in-application for deer, elk, antelope, black bear, or mountain lion. Persons 
applying for moose, bighorn sheep, or mountain goat controlled hunts must submit the tag fee and 
application fee with their application. Applicants successful in drawing for a moose, bighorn 
sheep, or mountain goat will receive a permit tag in the mail. (4-6-05)

e. Any controlled hunt permits, EXCEPT unlimited controlled hunts that remain 
unsold after the controlled hunt drawings may be sold forty five (45) days following the close of 
each respective controlled hunt drawing by any Point-of-Sale vendor on a first-come, first-served 
basis UNLESS such day is a Sunday, in which case the permits will go on sale the next legal 
business day. A controlled hunt permit and tag will be issued to successful applicants. The ten 
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percent (10%) nonresident limitation shall not apply. Applicants with a tag already in possession 
must return their tag to a Department office to be exchanged for the appropriate controlled hunt 
tag. The fee for the exchanged tag is the fee for a duplicate tag. (3-15-02)

f. A “group application” for deer, elk, and antelope is defined as two, three, or four 
(2, 3, or 4) hunters applying for the same controlled hunt on the same application. All hunters 
must comply with all rules and complete applications properly. All applicants must abide by the 
same first and second hunt choices. (10-26-94)

g. A “group application” for moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goat, and black bear is 
defined as two (2) hunters applying for the same controlled hunt on the same application. Both 
hunters must comply with all rules and complete applications properly. Both applicants must 
abide by the same first and second hunt choices. (10-26-94)

h. If a group application exceeds the number of permits available in a hunt that group 
application will not be selected for that hunt. (7-1-98)

i. Landowner permission hunt permits will be sold first-come, first-served basis at 
the Nampa, McCall and Headquarters offices of the Idaho Department of Fish and Game after 
July 15. (7-1-98)

06. Refunds of Controlled Hunt Fees. (7-1-93)

a. Controlled hunt tag fees will be refunded to the unsuccessful or ineligible 
applicants for moose, sheep, and mountain goat. Unsuccessful applicants may donate all or a 
portion of their tag fee for moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat to Citizens Against Poaching 
by checking the appropriate box on the application. One dollar ($1) of the non-refundable 
application fee will go to Citizens Against Poaching unless the applicant instructs otherwise.

(3-20-97)

b. Fees for hunting licenses will NOT be refunded to unsuccessful or ineligible 
applicants. (10-26-94)

c. Fees for deer or elk tags purchased prior to the drawing will NOT be refunded to 
unsuccessful or ineligible applicants. (10-26-94)

d. Overpayment of fees of more than five dollars ($5) will be refunded. Overpayment 
of five dollars ($5) or less will NOT be refunded and will be retained by the Department. (7-1-93)

07. Controlled Hunt Drawing. Single or group applications which are not drawn for 
the first choice hunt will automatically be entered into a second choice drawing, provided the 
second choice hunt applied for has not been filled. (7-1-93)

08. Unclaimed Permits. Successful applicants for the first deer, elk, black bear, or 
antelope controlled hunt drawing must purchase and pick up their controlled hunt permit and tag 
by August 1. All controlled hunt tags and permits not purchased and picked up will be entered 
into a second controlled hunt drawing. Any controlled hunt tags and permits left over or 
unclaimed after the second controlled hunt drawing will be sold on a first-come, first-served 
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basis. (4-6-05)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

410. UNLAWFUL METHODS OF TAKE.
No person shall take big game animals as outlined in this section. (7-1-93)

01. Firearms. (7-1-93)

a. With any firearm that, in combination with a scope, sling, and/or any other 
attachments, weighs more than sixteen (16) pounds. (7-1-93)

b. With any shotgun using any shot smaller than double-aught (#00) buck. (7-1-93)

c. With any rimfire rifle, rimfire handgun or any muzzleloading handgun, EXCEPT 
for mountain lion. (7-1-93)

d. With a fully automatic firearm. (10-26-94)

e. With any electronic device attached to, or incorporated in, the firearm (including 
handguns and shotguns) or scope. (3-30-01)

02. Bows, Crossbows, Arrows, Bolts, Chemicals or Explosives. (3-20-97)

a. With arrows or bolts having broadheads measuring less than seven-eighths (7/8) 
inch in width and having a primary cutting edge less than fifteenth-thousandths (0.015) inch thick.

(7-1-93)

b. With any bow having a peak draw weight of less than forty (40) pounds up to or at 
a draw of twenty-eight (28) inches, or any crossbow having a peak draw weight of less than one 
hundred-fifty (150) pounds. (3-20-97)

c. With any chemicals or explosives attached to the arrow or bolt. (7-1-93)

d. With arrows or bolts having expanding broadheads. (7-1-93)

e. With arrows or bolts having barbed broadheads. A barbed broadhead is a 
broadhead which has any portion of the rear edge of the broadhead forming an angle less than 
ninety (90) degrees with the shaft or ferrule. (7-1-93)

f. With any electronic or tritium-powered device attached to, or incorporated into, an 
arrow, bolt, crossbow, or bow. (3-30-01)

g. With any bow capable of shooting more than one (1) arrow at a time. (7-1-93)
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h. With any compound bow with more than sixty-five percent (65%) let-off. (7-1-93)

i. With an arrow and broadhead, or bolt and broadhead, with a combined total weight 
of less than four hundred (400) grains. (3-20-97)

j. With an arrow less than twelve (12) inches from the broadhead to the nock 
inclusive. (3-30-01)

k. With an arrow wherein the broadhead does not proceed the shaft and nock.
(3-30-01)

l. During an ARCHERY ONLY season, with any firearm, crossbow (except disabled 
archers holders of handicapped archery permits), or other implement other than a longbow, 
compound bow, or recurve bow, or: (3-20-97)(3-10-06)T

i. With any device attached that holds a bow at partial or full draw (except holders of 
handicapped archery permits). (7-1-93)(3-10-06)T

ii. With any bow or crossbow equipped with magnifying sights. (3-20-97)

m. During a TRADITIONAL ARCHERY ONLY season, with any firearm, crossbow, 
or other implement other than a longbow or recurve bow, or: (3-15-02)

i. With an arrow not constructed of wood or fletched with non-natural material.
(3-15-02)

ii. With any bow equipped with sights. (3-15-02)

n. With any crossbow pistol. (3-20-97)

03. Muzzleloaders. (7-1-93)

a. With a muzzleloading rifle or musket which is less than forty-five (.45) caliber for 
deer, antelope, or mountain lion, or which is less than fifty (.50) caliber for elk, moose, bighorn 
sheep, mountain goat, or black bear. (7-1-93)

b. With any electronic device attached to, or incorporated in, the muzzleloader.
(3-30-01)

c. During a MUZZLELOADER ONLY season, with any firearm, muzzleloading 
pistol or other implement other than a muzzleloading rifle or musket which: (7-1-93)

i. Is at least forty-five (.45) caliber for deer, antelope or mountain lion or at least fifty 
(.50) caliber for elk, moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goat or black bear. (7-1-93)

ii. Is capable of being loaded only from the muzzle. (7-1-93)

iii. Is equipped only with open or peep sights. (7-1-93)
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iv. Is loaded only with black powder or, Pyrodex or other synthetic black powder.
(3-20-97)

v. Is equipped with no more than two (2) barrels. (7-1-93)

vi. Is loaded only with a projectile of at least four hundred twenty-eight (.428) caliber.
(3-20-97)

vii. Is equipped only with flint, musket cap, or percussion cap. (4-6-05)

d. During a TRADITIONAL MUZZLELOADER ONLY season, with any firearm 
other than a muzzleloader rifle or musket with an exposed hammer that pivots: (3-15-02)

i. Is loaded only with loose black powder or Pyrodex. (3-15-02)

ii. Is loaded only with a patched round ball or conical non-jacketed projectile 
comprised wholly of lead or lead alloy. Sabots are not allowed. (4-11-06)

04. Short-Range Weapon. During Short-Range Weapon ONLY seasons ONLY the 
following weapons may be used: (7-1-99)

a. With any shotgun using any slug or double-aught (#00) or larger buckshot.
(7-1-99)

b. With any muzzleloader that is at least forty-five (0.45) caliber for deer, antelope, or 
mountain lion or at least fifty (0.50) caliber for elk, moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goat, or 
black bear. (7-1-99)

c. With any bow having a peak draw weight of not less than forty (40) pounds up to 
or at a draw of twenty-eight (28) inches, or any crossbow having a peak draw weight of not less 
than one hundred fifty (150) pounds. (7-1-99)

05. Other. (7-1-93)

a. With electronic calls EXCEPT for the hunting of mountain lions in Units 41, 42 
and that portion of Unit 12 north of State Highway 12 southwest of the Doe Creek Road (Forest 
Service Road 566) and northeast of Cabin Creek and Forest Service Road 486. (3-15-02)

b. With any bait including grain, salt in any form (liquid or solid), or any other 
substance (not to include liquid scent) to constitute an attraction or enticement, with the exception 
of applicable rules for the black bear baiting permit. See Rules of the Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission, IDAPA 13.01.17, “Rules Governing the Use of Bait for Taking Big Game 
Animals”. (3-30-01)

c. With dogs, EXCEPT for mountain lion or black bear. See Rules of the Idaho Fish 
and Game Commission, IDAPA 13.01.15, “Rules Governing the Use of Dogs”. (7-1-93)
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d. With any net, snare, trap, chemical, deadfall or device other than legal firearm, 
archery or muzzleloader equipment. (7-1-93)

e. Within an enclosure designed to prevent ingress or egress of big game animals, 
including fenced facilities defined as Domestic Cervidae Farms under Section 25-3501, Idaho 
Code, unless authorized by the director. This rule shall not apply to domestic cervidae which are 
lawfully privately owned elk, fallow deer, or reindeer. (4-6-05)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

412. MOTORIZED VEHICLE USE RESTRICTION UNITS.
The motorized vehicle use restriction applies to areas and hunts in units 29, 30, 30A, 32, 32A, 
36A, 37, 37A, 45, 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 56, 58, 59A, 66, 69, 70, 72 (late season), 73, 75, 77, and 
78. The specific hunts and areas with a motorized vehicle use restriction are identified in the 
Commission’s Big Game Season Proclamation, which is published in a brochure available at 
department offices and license vendors. (4-11-06)(3-10-06)T

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

600. GAME MANAGEMENT UNIT BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIONS.

01. Unit 1. All of BOUNDARY COUNTY and that portion of BONNER COUNTY 
north of the Pend Oreille River, Pend Oreille Lake and Clark Fork River. MYRTLE CREEK AND 
DAVID THOMPSON GAME PRESERVES - CLOSED. (7-1-93)

02. Unit 2. Those portions of BONNER and KOOTENAI COUNTIES within the 
following boundary: beginning at the intersection of the Idaho-Washington State line and the 
north bank of the Pend Oreille River, then east along the Pend Oreille River to Pend Oreille Lake 
at the railroad trestle in the southeast corner of the City of Sandpoint, then south across the 
railroad trestle, then east and south along the western shore line of Pend Oreille Lake to the south 
boundary fence of Farragut State Park, then west along the boundary fence to State Highway 54 at 
the west entrance to Farragut State Park, then west on State Highway 54 to U.S. 95, then south on 
U.S. 95 to Lake Coeur d'Alene at the source of the Spokane River, then west along the southern 
bank of the Spokane River to the Idaho-Washington State line, then north along the state line to 
the point of beginning. FARRAGUT STATE PARK and FARRAGUT WMA, CLOSED EXCEPT 
TO ARCHERY AS ALLOWED BY COMMISSION PROCLAMATION. (7-1-93)(3-10-06)T

03. Unit 3. Those portions of KOOTENAI, SHOSHONE, and BENEWAH 
COUNTIES within the following boundary: beginning at Mission Point on the St. Joe River and 
State Highway 3, then northeast on State Highway 3 to Interstate 90, then east on Interstate 90 to 
Kingston, then north on Forest Highway 9 (North Fork of the Coeur d'Alene River Road) to 
Forest Service Road 209 (Little North Fork of the Coeur d'Alene River Road), then northwest 
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along Forest Service Road 209 then north along Forest Road 385 to the watershed divide between 
the Coeur d'Alene River and Pend Oreille Lake, then northwest along the divide to Bernard Peak, 
then north to Steamboat Rock on Pend Oreille Lake, then west along the lake shore to the south 
boundary fence of Farragut State Park, then west along the boundary fence to State Highway 54 at 
the west entrance of Farragut State Park, then west on State Highway 54 to U.S. 95, then south on 
U.S. 95 to Coeur d'Alene Lake, then southeast along the eastern shore line of Coeur d'Alene and 
Round Lakes to Mission Point, the point of beginning. (3-20-97)(3-10-06)T

04. Unit 4. Those portions of BONNER, KOOTENAI, and SHOSHONE COUNTIES 
within the following boundary: beginning on the Idaho-Montana State line at the watershed divide 
between Pend Oreille Lake and the Coeur d'Alene River, then southeast along the state line to the 
watershed divide between the Coeur d'Alene and St. Joe Rivers, then west along the divide to 
State Highway 3, then northeast on State Highway 3 to Interstate 90, then east on Interstate 90 to 
Kingston, then north on Forest Highway 9 (North Fork of the Coeur d'Alene River Road) to 
Forest Service Road 209 (Little North Fork of the Coeur d'Alene River Road), then northwest 
along Forest Service Road 209 then north along Forest Road 385 to the watershed divide between 
the Coeur d'Alene River and Pend Oreille Lake, then northeast along the divide to the point of 
beginning. (3-20-97)(3-10-06)T

There are No Changes to Subsections 600.05 Through 600.99

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

700. CONTROLLED HUNT AREA DESCRIPTIONS -- DEER.

01. Hunt Area 1. All of Unit 1 excluding the Kootenai River drainage.
(4-5-00)(3-10-06)T

02. Hunt Area 8X. All of Unit 8. (3-10-06)T

03. Hunt Area 8AX. That portion of Unit 8A within one mile of private land. (For 
purposes of this hunt, “private land” does not include corporate timberlands). (3-10-06)T

024. Hunt Area 10AX. That portion of Unit 10A west of the Clearwater National 
Forest boundary, south of Forest Service Road 250, west of State Highway 11 north of Pierce and 
south of the Grangemont county road within one (1) mile of private land. (For purposes of this 
hunt, “private land” does not include corporate timberlands).

(7-1-98)(3-10-06)T

035. Hunt Area 11. All of Unit 11. (10-26-94)

046. Hunt Areas 11A and 11AX-1. All of Unit 11A. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

05. Hunt Area 11AX-2. That portion of Unit 11A south of State Highway 162 and east 
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of State Highway 7. (3-15-02)

07. Hunt Area 11AX. All of Unit 11A and that portion of Unit 14 north and west of 
U.S. Highway 95 and Whitebird Creek. (3-10-06)T

068. Hunt Area 13. All of Unit 13. (7-1-99)

079. Hunt Area 14. All of Unit 14. (7-1-99)

10. Hunt Area 15X. The western portions of Units 15 and 16 outside of and up to one 
mile inside the National Forest System Boundary. The National Forest System Boundary is a 
legislatively set boundary - it is not necessarily the boundary of Forest Service property. Please 
refer to a US Forest Service map for the location of this boundary. (3-10-06)T

0811. Unit Hunt Area 18. All of Unit 18. (7-1-99)(3-10-06)T

09. Hunt Area 16X. That portion of Unit 16 south of the Selway River, and west of the 
O’Hara Creek Road (Forest Service Road 651), and that portion of Unit 15 north of the following 
boundary: Beginning at the junction of the South Fork Clearwater River with Forest Service Road 
244, then east along Forest Service Road 244 to Forest Service Road 1106, then east along Forest 
Service Road 1106 to its junction with Forest Service Road 284. (3-30-01)

102. Hunt Area 19A. All of Unit 19A. (3-15-02)

113. Hunt Area 20A. All of Unit 20A. (4-5-00)

124. Hunt Area 21. All of Units 21, 21A, 28, 29, 30, 37, and 37A 36, 36A, and 36B.
(3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

15. Hunt Area 21-1. Private land within Units 21, 21A, 28, 29, 30, 30A, 36A, 36B, 
37, and 37A. (3-10-06)T

136. Hunt Area 22. All of Unit 22. (3-30-01)

147. Hunt Area 23. All of Unit 23. (10-26-94)

18. Hunt Area 23X. That area of Unit 23 outside the National Forest System 
Boundary and within the Little Salmon River drainage, upstream from and including the Boulder 
Creek drainage on the west side of the Little Salmon River; and upstream from but excluding the 
Hazard Creek drainage on the east side of the Little Salmon River. (3-10-06)T

159. Hunt Area 25. All of Unit 25. (7-1-93)

1620. Hunt Area 26. All of unit 26. (4-5-00)

1721. Hunt Area 27. All of Unit 27. (4-5-00)

18. Hunt Area 29. All of Units 29, 37, and 37A. (7-1-99)
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1922. Hunt Area 31. All of Unit 31. (3-30-01)

203. Hunt Area 32. All of Unit 32. (3-30-01)

214. Hunt Area 32A. All of Unit 32A. (3-30-01)

225. Hunt Areas 33. All of Units 33 and 35, and that portion of Unit 34 south and west 
of the Landmark Stanley Road. (3-15-02)

26. Hunt Area 37. All of Units 37 and 37A. (3-10-06)T

237. Hunt Area 39-1. All of Unit 39. (3-15-02)

248. Hunt Area 39-2. All of Unit 39 EXCEPT that portion of Unit 39 south and east of 
the Black’s Creek Road and south of the South Fork of the Boise River. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

259. Hunt Area 39-3. That portion of Unit 39 within the following boundary: 
Beginning at a point four hundred (400) yards north of State Highway 21 at the Ada County Line, 
south and west on a line four hundred (400) yards north of State Highway 21 to Warm Springs 
Avenue, and west on a line four hundred (400) yards north of Warm Springs Avenue to the 
Highlands-Table Rock powerline, north and west on the Highlands-Table Rock powerline to State 
Highway 55, north on Highway 55 to the Ada County Line, and southeast on the Ada County 
Line to the point of beginning. (4-5-00)

2630. Hunt Areas 40-1 and 40-3. All of Unit 40. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

2731. Hunt Area 40-2. All of Units 40, 41, and 42. (4-5-00)

2832. Hunt Area 41. All of Unit 41. (3-30-01)

2933. Hunt Areas 42-1 and 42-2. All of Unit 42. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

304. Hunt Area 43-1. All of Unit 43. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

315. Hunt Area 44-1. All of Unit 44. (3-30-01)

326. Hunt Area 44-2. All of Units 44, 45, and 52 EXCEPT that portion of Unit 45 
within the following boundary: Beginning at Bliss, then north on the Bliss-Hill City Road to the 
two-pole powerline at White Arrow Ponds (9.5 miles north of Bliss), then west along the two-pole 
powerline to U.S. Highway 20 (milepost 102.3), then southwest on U.S. Highway 20 to Mountain 
Home, then south on State Highway 51 to the Snake River, then upstream on the Snake River to 
the Malad River, then upstream on the Malad River to U.S. Highway 30, then northwest on U.S. 
Highway 30 to Bliss, the point of beginning. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

337. Hunt Area 45-1. All of Unit 45, point of beginning. That portion of Unit 45 west 
of the Bliss-Hill City Road. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T
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348. Hunt Area 45-2. All of Unit 45, EXCEPT that portion of Unit 45 within the 
following boundary: Beginning at Bliss, then north on the Bliss-Hill City Road to the two-pole 
powerline at White Arrow Ponds (nine point five (9.5) miles north of Bliss), then west along the 
two-pole powerline to U.S. Highway 20 (milepost 102.3), then southwest on U.S. Highway 20 to 
Mountain Home, then south on State Highway 51 to the Snake River, then upstream on the Snake 
River to the Malad River, then up the Malad River to U.S. Highway 30, then northwest on U.S. 
Highway 30 to Bliss, the point of beginning. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

359. Hunt Area 45-3. That portion of Unit 45 within the following boundary: 
Beginning at Bliss, then north on the Bliss-Hill City Road to the two-pole powerline at White 
Arrow Ponds (9.5 miles north of Bliss), then west along the two-pole powerline to U.S. Highway 
20 (milepost 102.3), then southwest on U.S. Highway 20 to Mountain Home, then south on State 
Highway 51 to the Snake River, then upstream on the Snake River to the Malad River, then 
upstream on the Malad River to U.S. Highway 30, then northwest on U.S. Highway 30 to Bliss, 
the point of beginning east of the Bliss-Hill City Road. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

3640. Hunt Area 46. All of Units 46, 47, 54, 55, and 57. (3-15-02)

3741. Hunt Area 47-1. All of Unit 47. (7-1-98)

3842. Hunt Area 47-2. All of Units 46 and 47. (10-26-94)

3943. Hunt Area 48. All of Unit 48. (10-26-94)

404. Hunt Area 49. All of Unit 49. (10-26-94)

41. Hunt Area 50X. All of Units 50, 51, 58, 59, 59A, 60, 60A, 61, 62, 62A, 63, 63A, 64, 
65, 66, 67, and 69. (4-5-00)

425. Hunt Area 50-1. That portion of Unit 50 west of U.S. Highway 93. (3-30-01)

436. Hunt Area 50-2. All of Unit 50. (7-1-98)

447. Hunt Area 51. All of Unit 51 and that portion of Unit 50 east of U.S. Highway 93.
(3-30-01)

458. Hunt Area 52. All of Unit 52. (3-30-01)

469. Hunt Area 52A. All of Unit 52A. (Caution: See Craters of the Moon closure.)
(7-1-93)(3-10-06)T

4750. Hunt Area 54. All of Unit 54. (3-30-01)

4851. Hunt Area 55. All of Unit 55. Most of the City of Rocks National Reserve is open 
to hunting. Information about hunting within the Reserve is available to permittees at Department
IDFG offices and at the National Park Service office in Almo. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

4952. Hunt Area 56. All of Unit 56. (10-26-94)
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503. Hunt Area 57. All of Unit 57. (3-30-01)

514. Hunt Area 58. All of Units 58, 59, and 59A. (3-15-02)

52. Hunt Area 59. All of Units 59 and 59A. (3-30-01)

535. Hunt Area 60-1. All of Units 60, 61, and 62A, and that portion of Unit 60A 
beyond one (1) mile north and west of the North (Henrys) Fork of the Snake River.

(7-1-98)(3-10-06)T

546. Hunt Area 60A-2. That portion of Unit 60A south of the Dubois-Kilgore Road and 
west of the Parker-Salem Road (Red Road) and beyond one (1) mile north and west of the North 
(Henry’s) Fork of the Snake River. All of Units 60, 61, and 62A. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

57. Hunt Area 60X. All of Units 60, 60A, 62, 63, 63A, 64, 65, 66, 67, and 69.
(3-10-06)T

558. Hunt Area 61. All of Unit 61. (3-20-97)

569. Hunt Area 62. All of Unit 62. (3-15-02)

57. Hunt Area 63. All of Unit 63. (7-1-99)

58. Hunt Area 63A. All of 63A. (7-1-99)

5960. Hunt Area 64. All of Unit 64 and that portion of Unit 67 north and east of State 
Highway 26. (7-1-99)

60. Hunt Area 65X. All of Unit 65. (7-1-98)

61. Hunt Area 66. All of Unit 66. (3-30-01)

62. Hunt Area 67. That portion of Unit 67 north and west of State Highway 31.
(3-10-06)T

623. Hunt Area 68A. All of Unit 68A. (3-20-97)

634. Hunt Area 69-1. That portion of Unit 69 north and east of the Grays Lake-Long 
Valley-Bone-Iona Road. All of Unit 69. (7-1-98)(3-10-06)T

645. Hunt Area 69-270. All of Units 69 56, 70, 73, 73A, and 78. (7-1-98)(3-10-06)T

65. Hunt Area 72. All of Unit 72. (3-20-97)

66. Hunt Area 75. All of Unit 75, 77, and 78. EXCEPT the private land in Unit 75 
east and north of the Bear River is CLOSED. (3-15-02)
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701. CONTROLLED HUNT AREA DESCRIPTIONS - ELK.

01. Hunt Area 1. That portion of Unit 1 within the Priest River Drainage and within 
the Pend Oreille River drainage downstream from Priest River. (3-10-06)T

012. Hunt Area 4. All of Units 4 and 7. (3-20-97)

023. Hunt Area 8-1. That portion of Units 8 and 8A north of the following line: 
Beginning at the western boundary of Unit 8 at its junction with State Highway 8, then east on 
Highway 8 to State Highway 9, then northwest on Highway 9 to State Highway 6, then north on 
Highway 6 to the Unit 8A boundary. (3-30-01)

034. Hunt Area 8-2. That portion of Units 8 and 8A south of the following line: 
Beginning at the western boundary of Unit 8 at its junction with State Highway 8, then east on 
Highway 8 to Forest Service Road 1963 at Helmer, then south and east on Forest Service Road 
1963 to Long Meadow Creek, then southeast along Long Meadow Creek to Dworshak Reservoir, 
then east along the shoreline of Dworshak Reservoir to the Unit 8A boundary at Dent Bridge.

(3-15-02)

045. Hunt Area 10A-1. That portion of Unit 10A west of the Clearwater National 
Forest boundary, south of Forest Service Road 250, south of State Highway 11 from Pierce to 
Weippe, and Jim Ford Creek from Weippe to its junction with the Clearwater River.

(3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

056. Hunt Area 11-1. All of Unit 11. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

07. Hunt Area 11-2. That portion of Unit 11 within one (1) mile of cultivated fields 
and north and east of the follow boundary: Beginning at the Unit 11/13 boundary at the Nez Perce 
County/Lewis County line, then north on the Nez Perce County/Lewis County line to Soldiers 
Meadow Road, then west on Soldiers Meadow Road to ZaZa Road, then north on ZaZa Road to 
Waha Road, then north on Waha Road to Redbird Road, then west on Redbird Road to the 
boundary of the Craig Mountain WMA, then north and east along the Craig Mountain WMA 
boundary to the Snake River, then north along the Snake River to the Unit 8/11 boundary.

(3-10-06)T

068. Hunt Area 11A. All of Unit 11A. (7-1-99)

079. Hunt Area 13. All of Unit 13. (3-30-01)

0810. Hunt Area 14. That portion of Unit 14 north of the following line: Beginning on 
the Unit 14 west boundary on the Slate Creek Road (Forest Service Road 354), then east on the 
Slate Creek Road to Forest Service Road 221, then north on Forest Service Road 221 to the Unit 
14 east boundary and west of the following boundary: Beginning on the Unit 14 western 
boundary at John Day Creek, then east along the main fork of John Day Creek to the National 
Forest boundary, then north along the National Forest boundary to Forest Service Road 2025 
(Skookumchuck Road), then east along Forest Service Road 2025 to Forest Service Road 221, 
then north along Forest Service Road 221 to the Unit 14 eastern boundary. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE



DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME Docket No. 13-0108-0601
Rules Governing the Taking of Big Game Animals PENDING RULE

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT Page 37 2007 PENDING RULE

0911. Hunt Area 18. All of Unit 18. (3-30-01)

102. Hunt Area 19A. All of Unit 19A. (3-30-01)

113. Hunt Area 21A. All of Unit 21A. (4-5-00)(3-10-06)T

124. Hunt Area 22-1. That portion of Unit 22 described as follows: Beginning at the 
junction of U.S. 95 and the West Fork Weiser River Road (Forest Service Road 127), then north 
on Forest Service Road 127 to Grouse Creek Road (Forest Service Road 123), then northwest on 
Forest Service Road 123 to the watershed divide between Lick Creek and Lost Creek drainages, 
then north on the divide between Lick Creek and Lost Creek drainages to Lick Creek Lookout, 
then west on Unit 22 boundary to the Snake River, then south on the Snake River to State 
Highway 71, then southeast on State Highway 71 to Cambridge, then north on U.S. 95 to the point 
of beginning. (3-30-01)

135. Hunt Area 22-2. That portion of Unit 22 as follows: Beginning at the junction of 
U.S. 95 and the West Fork Weiser River Road (Forest Service Road 127), then north on Forest 
Service Road 127 to Grouse Creek Road (Forest Service Road 123), then northwest on Forest 
Service Road 123 to the watershed divide between Lick Creek and Lost Creek drainages, then 
north on the divide between Lick Creek and Lost Creek drainages to Lick Creek Lookout, then 
east along Unit 22 boundary to U.S. 95 to the point of beginning. (5-15-95)

146. Hunt Area 22-3. All of Unit 22. (3-30-01)

157. Hunt Area 23-1. All of Unit 23. (10-26-94)

168. Hunt Area 23-2. That portion of Unit 23 within the Little Salmon River drainage, 
upstream from but excluding the Round Valley Creek drainage on the west side of the Little 
Salmon River; and including the Boulder Creek drainage on the west side of the Little Salmon 
River, and upstream from but excluding the Hazard Creek drainage on the east side of the Little 
Salmon River, EXCEPT the Little Goose Creek drainage and the Goose Creek drainage above 
Little Goose Creek are CLOSED. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

179. Hunt Area 23-3. That portion of Unit 23 west of U.S. 95 and north of, and 
excluding, the Boulder Creek drainage. (3-30-01)

1820. Hunt Area 23-4. That portion of Unit 23 which drains into the main Salmon River 
upstream from its confluence with the Little Salmon River to the French Creek-Burgdorf Road.

(3-30-01)

1921. Hunt Area 24-1. That portion of Unit 24 within the following boundary: 
Beginning at the junction of State Highway 55 and the Warm Lake Road, then east along Warm 
Lake Road to the Unit 24/25 boundary, then north along the Unit 24/25/19A boundary to the 
intersection of the Unit 24/19A/23 boundaries, then south along the Unit 24/23/32A boundary to 
Forest Service Road 186 at No Business Saddle, then southeast on Forest Service Road 186 to 
West Mountain Road, then south on West Mountain Road to Tamarack Falls Road, then east on 
Tamarack Falls Road to Norwood Road, then north on Norwood Road to West Roseberry Road, 
then east on West Roseberry Road to State Highway 55, then south on State Highway 55 to the 

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE



DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME Docket No. 13-0108-0601
Rules Governing the Taking of Big Game Animals PENDING RULE

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT Page 38 2007 PENDING RULE

point of beginning. EXCEPT Short Range Weapons ONLY in that portion within the following 
boundary: Beginning in McCall at the junction of State Highway 55 and Boydstun Street, then 
south on Boydstun Street to West Valley Road, then west and south along West Valley Road and 
West Mountain Road to Tamarack Falls Road, then east on Tamarack Falls Road to Norwood 
Road, then north on Norwood Road to West Roseberry Road, then east on West Roseberry Road 
to State Highway 55, then south on State Highway 55 to Farm-to-Market Road, then north on 
Farm-to-Market Road to Elo Road, then west on Elo Road to State Highway 55, then north on 
State Highway 55 to the point of beginning. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

202. Hunt Area 24-2. That portion of Unit 24 within the following boundary: 
Beginning north of Cascade at the junction of State Highway 55 and Warm Lake Road, then north 
on Highway 55 to West Roseberry Road, then west on West Roseberry Road to Norwood Road, 
then south on Norwood Road to Tamarack Falls Road, then west on Tamarack Road to West 
Mountain Road, then north on West Mountain Road to Forest Service Road 186, then northwest 
on Forest Service Road 186 to No Business Saddle, then south along the Unit 24/32A unit 
boundary to the intersection of the Unit 24/32A/33 boundaries at Smith’s Ferry, then north along 
the Unit 24/33/25 boundary to Warm Lake Road, then west on Warm Lake Road to the point of 
beginning. EXCEPT Short Range Weapons Only within the following boundary: Beginning in 
Donnelly at the junction of State Highway 55 and West Roseberry Road, then west on West 
Roseberry Road to Norwood Road, then south on Norwood Road to Tamarack Falls Road, then 
west on Tamarack Falls Road to West Mountain Road, then south on West Mountain Road to 
Cabarton Road, then north on Cabarton Road to State Highway 55, then north on State Highway 
55 to the point of beginning. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

213. Hunt Area 24-3. All of Unit 24. (4-5-00)

224. Hunt Area 25. All of Unit 25. (3-30-01)

235. Hunt Area 28-1. All of Unit 28. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

24. Hunt Area 28-2. All of Units 28 and 36B. (3-15-02)

256. Hunt Area 29-1. All of Unit 29. (7-1-99)

267. Hunt Area 29-2. All of Units 29 and 37A. (7-1-99)

28. Hunt Area 30. All of Unit 30. (3-10-06)T

279. Hunt Area 30-1. All of Units 30, 30A, 58, 59, and 59A. (7-1-99)

28. Hunt Area 30-2. All of Unit 30 and that portion of Unit 21A within the Carmen 
Creek drainage. (3-30-01)

2930. Hunt Area 30A. All of Unit 30A. (3-30-01)

301. Hunt Area 31-1. All of Unit 31. That portion of Unit 31 that drains into the Snake 
River, upstream from and including the Grouse Creek Drainage to the U.S. Highway 95 bridge in 
Weiser; and that portion of Unit 31 that drains into Monroe Creek from it's mouth upstream to and 
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including the Sheep Creek drainage. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

32. Hunt Area 31-2. All of Unit 31. (3-10-06)T

313. Hunt Area 32-1. That portion of Unit 32 south and east of the following 
boundary: Beginning at the mouth of Big Willow Creek, north and east on Big Willow Creek to the 
point where Four Mile Road crosses Big Willow Creek, then north on Four Mile Road to the Riley 
Butte Road, then east on the Riley Butte Road to the North Crane Road, then north on the North 
Crane Road to the Emmett/Council Road, then north on the Emmett/Council Road to U.S. 
Highway 95 Unit 32/38 boundary at Emmett, then north on Highway 52 to the Van Dussen Road, 
then north on Four Mile Road to the Unit 32/32A boundary. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

34. Hunt Area 32-2. All of Unit 32 south and east of the following boundary: 
Beginning at the Unit 32 boundary at Gardena, then west on the Brownlee Road to the Sweet 
Highway, then south to Highway 52, then south and west on Highway 52 to the Unit 32/38 
boundary. (3-10-06)T

325. Hunt Area 32A. All of Unit 32A. (3-30-01)

336. Hunt Area 33-1. That portion of Unit 33 outside of the exterior boundary of the 
Boise National Forest. Beginning at the Unit 33 boundary on the Alder Creek Road (Forest Road 
615) then west and north along the Unit 33/39 boundary to Banks, then north on the Unit 32/33 
boundary to Smith's Ferry, then south on Forest Road 689 to Murray Saddle, then north along the 
watershed divide between the North Fork and the Middle Fork of the Payette River to Forest Road 
696 (West Fork of Scriver Creek), then east on Forest Road 696 to Forest Road 693 (Scriver 
Creek), then south and east on Forest Road 693 to Forest Road 698 (Middle Fork Road), then 
south on Forest Road 698 to the Banks-Lowman Highway (Highway 17), then east on the Banks-
Lowman Highway to Forest Road 615 (Alder Creek Road), then south on Forest Road 615 to the 
unit boundary, the point of beginning. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

347. Hunt Area 33-2. All of Units 33 and 35 and that portion of Unit 34 south and west 
of the Landmark-Stanley Road. (3-30-01)

358. Hunt Area 36-1. All of Unit 36. That portion of Unit 36 west of State Highway 75 
and south of and including Redfish Lake Creek drainage. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

39. Hunt Area 36-2. That portion of Unit 36 not included in Hunt Area 36-1.
(3-10-06)T

40. Hunt Area 36A. All of Unit 36A. (3-10-06)T

3641. Hunt Area 36A-1. That portion of Unit 36A west of the East Fork of the Salmon 
River and that portion east of the East Fork of the Salmon River upstream from and including the 
West Pass Creek drainage. (3-30-01)

3742. Hunt Area 36A-2. That portion of Unit 36A east of the East Fork of the Salmon 
River downstream from but EXCLUDING the West Pass Creek drainage; and that portion of Unit 
50 north of Trail Creek Road and west of U.S. 93, and that portion of Unit 50 north of the 
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Doublespring Pass Road east of U.S. Highway 93. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

3843. Hunt Area 36B. All of Unit 36B. (4-5-00)

3944. Hunt Area 37. All of Unit 37. (3-30-01)

405. Hunt Areas 37A-1 and 37A-2. All of Unit 37A. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

416. Hunt Area 39-1. That portion of Unit 39 south and east of the Blacks Creek Road 
and the South Fork of the Boise River State Highway 21. (7-1-98)(3-10-06)T

427. Hunt Area 39-2. That portion of Unit 39 south and east north and west of State 
Highway 21. (7-1-98)(3-10-06)T

438. Hunt Area 39-3. That portion of Unit 39 north and west of State Highway 21 the 
following boundary: Beginning in Boise, north on the Bogus Basin Road to Bogus Basin, then 
north on Forest Service Road 374 (Boise Ridge Road) to the Unit 39 boundary at Hawley 
Mountain. (7-1-98)(3-10-06)T

44. Hunt Area 39-4. That portion of Unit 39 north and west of the following 
boundary: Beginning in Boise, north on the Bogus Basin Road to Bogus Basin, then north on 
Forest Service Road 374 (Boise Ridge Road) to the Unit 39 boundary at Hawley Mountain and 
that portion of Unit 32 south of State Highway 52 in Boise and Gem Counties. (3-30-01)

459. Hunt Area 40. All of Units 40, 41, and 42. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

4650. Hunt Area 43. All of Unit 43. (3-30-01)

4751. Hunt Area 44-1. All of Unit 44. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

52. Hunt Area 44-2. All of Units 44, 45, and 52. (3-10-06)T

4853. Hunt Area 45. All of Units 45 and 52. (3-30-01)

4954. Hunt Area 48-1. All of Unit 48. (3-30-01)

505. Hunt Area 48-2. That portion of Unit 48 north Trail Creek and the Ketchum-
Warm Springs Creek-Dollarhide Summit Road. (3-30-01)

516. Hunt Area 48-3. That portion of Unit 48 south of the Ketchum-Warm Springs 
Creek-Dollarhide Summit Road. (3-30-01)

57. Hunt Area 48-4. That portion of Unit 48 south and east of the following 
boundary: Beginning at the junction of the Deer Creek Road and State Highway 75, then west on 
the Deer Creek Road (Forest Service Road 097) to the Deer Creek Trail (Forest Service Trail 
168), then west on the Deer Creek Trail to the Curran Creek Trail (Forest Service Trail 160), then 
southwest on the Curran Creek Trail to the Unit 44/48 boundary, and that portion of Unit 44 east 
of Willow Creek and south and east of Little Beaver Creek and Princess Mine Road. (3-10-06)T
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528. Hunt Area 49. All of Unit 49 and that portion of Unit 50 in the Copper Creek and 
Cottonwood Creek drainages west of the Craters of the Moon National Monument. The boundary 
of the Craters of the Moon National Monument was recently greatly enlarged by Presidential 
Proclamation. Approximately 410,512 acres of the expansion will be primarily managed by the 
National Park Service which has stated its intention to close this area to hunting. The state of 
Idaho strongly opposes this action and is working to keep this area open to hunting in accordance 
with the language in the Presidential Proclamation which assures continued jurisdiction over 
wildlife by the state of Idaho. This issue remains unresolved. It is the hunter's responsibility to 
check the current status of open/closed area boundaries prior to hunting. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

539. Hunt Area 50-1. That portion of Unit 50 south of the Doublespring Pass Road east 
of U.S. Highway 93, and that portion south of the Trail Creek Road west of U.S. Highway 93 but 
EXCLUDING the Copper Creek and Cottonwood Creek drainages west of the Craters of the 
Moon National Monument. The boundary of the Craters of the Moon National Monument was 
recently greatly enlarged by Presidential Proclamation. Approximately 410,512 acres of the 
expansion will be primarily managed by the National Park Service which has stated its intention 
to close this area to hunting. The state of Idaho strongly opposes this action and is working to 
keep this area open to hunting in accordance with the language in the Presidential Proclamation 
which assures continued jurisdiction over wildlife by the state of Idaho. This issue remains 
unresolved. It is the hunter's responsibility to check the current status of open/closed area 
boundaries prior to hunting. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

5460. Hunt Area 50-2. That portion of Unit 50 west of U.S. 93 but EXCLUDING the 
North Fork and East Fork of the Big Lost River drainages, and the Copper Creek and 
Cottonwood Creek drainages west of the Craters of the Moon National Monument. The boundary 
of the Craters of the Moon National Monument was recently greatly enlarged by Presidential 
Proclamation. Approximately 410,512 acres of the expansion will be primarily managed by the 
National Park Service which has stated its intention to close this area to hunting. The state of 
Idaho strongly opposes this action and is working to keep this area open to hunting in accordance 
with the language in the Presidential Proclamation which assures continued jurisdiction over 
wildlife by the state of Idaho. This issue remains unresolved. It is the hunter's responsibility to 
check the current status of open/closed area boundaries prior to hunting south of the 
Doublespring Pass Road east of U.S. Highway 93, and that portion south of the Trail Creek Road 
west of U.S. Highway 93 EXCLUDING the East Fork of the Big Lost River drainages and 
EXCLUDING south of the Antelope/Fish Creek Road. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

5561. Hunt Area 50-3. That portion of Unit 50 east of U.S. Highway 93 south of the 
Antelope/Fish Creek Road. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

562. Hunt Area 51-1. All of Unit 51 including that portion of this hunt within one-half 
(1/2) mile inside the north and west boundary of the Idaho National Engineering and 
Environmental Laboratory (INEEL) adjacent to agricultural lands. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

57. Hunt Area 51-2. That portion of Unit 51 south of Wet Creek Pass Creek Road and 
Bell Mountain Creek, and that portion of Unit 58 south of and including Kyle Canyon drainages 
north and west of State Highway 22, including all the Idaho Engineering and Environmental 
Laboratory (INEEL) lands in Units 51 and 58 within the described boundary. (3-15-02)
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58. Hunt Area 51-3. That portion of Unit 51 south of Wet Creek Pass Creek Road and 
Bell Mountain Creek, and within one (1) mile of private fields on which cultivated crops are 
currently growing, and that portion of Unit 58 south of and including the Kyle Canyon drainage 
north and west of State Highway 22, including all the Idaho National Engineering and 
Environmental Laboratory (INEEL) lands in Units 51 and 58 within the described boundary.

(3-15-02)

5963. Hunt Area 52A. All of Units 52A and 68. (Caution: See Craters of the Moon 
closure.) (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

64. Hunt Area 54-1. All of Units 46, 47, 54, 55, and 57 and that portion of Unit 41 
east of the West Fork Bruneau River. (3-10-06)T

65. Hunt Area 54-2. Private land within Units 46, 47, 54, 55, and 57 and private land 
within that portion of Unit 41 east of the West Fork Bruneau River. (3-10-06)T

60. Hunt Area 56-1. All of Units 56, 70, 71, 72, 73, 73A and 74. (3-30-01)

616. Hunt Area 56-2. All of Unit 56. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

627. Hunt Area 58-1. All of Unit 58, 59, and 59A. (7-1-99)

638. Hunt Area 58-2. All of Unit 58. (7-1-99)

649. Hunt Area 59. All of Units 59 and 59A. (7-1-99)

70. Hunt Area 60. All of Units 60, 60A, 61, and 62A. (3-10-06)T

6571. Hunt Area 60-1. All of Units 60, 61, and 62A, EXCEPT the Harriman State Park 
Wildlife Refuge is CLOSED. (7-1-99)(3-10-06)T

6672. Hunt Area 60-2. All of Units 60, EXCEPT the Harriman State Park Wildlife 
Refuge is CLOSED and 60A. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

67. Hunt Area 60A. That portion of Unit 60A south of the Dubois-Kilgore Road and 
west of the Parker-Salem Road (Red Road). (3-30-01)

6873. Hunt Area 61. All of Unit 61. (3-30-01)

6974. Hunt Area 62. That portion of Unit 62 east of the following described boundary: 
beginning at the junction of State Highway 33 and State Highway 32, then north on State 
Highway 32 to Lamont, then north on 4700 East approximately five miles to 1100 North, then 
west on 1100 North approximately two (2) miles to 4500 East, then north on 4500 East to 
Robinson Creek and that portion of Unit 65 east State Highway 33 within the National Forest 
boundary and that portion of Unit 65 east of State Highway 33. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

70. Hunt Area 62A-1. That portion of Unit 62A west of the Henrys Fork of the Snake 
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River and that portion of Unit 60 south of the Microwave Tower Road and east of the powerline to 
its intersection with Ashton Reservoir. (7-1-99)

715. Hunt Area 62A-2. That portion of Unit 62A east of the Henrys Fork of the Snake 
River. All of Unit 62A. (7-1-99)(3-10-06)T

726. Hunt Area 646X. All of Units 64 and that portion of Unit 65 west of Highway 33
66 and 69. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

737. Hunt Area 66A. All of Units 66A and 76. (3-30-01)

78. Hunt Area 66A-1. All of Unit 66A. (3-10-06)T

74. Hunt Area 67. That portion of Unit 67 south and east of Dry Creek and south and 
west of Fleming Canyon. (3-15-02)

75. Hunt Area 69. That portion of Unit 69 south and west of the Gray's Lake-Long 
Valley-Bone-Iona Road. (4-5-00)

769. Hunt Area 70. All of Units 70, 71, 72, 73, 73A, and 74. (3-30-01)

7780. Hunt Area 73X. That portion of Unit 73 east of Interstate Highway 15, south of 
Two-mile Canyon-Skyline-Dry Canyon Road (Forest Service Road 053), and south and east of 
State Highway 36 to the Utah border. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

81. Hunt Area 74X. Those portions of Units 74 and 75 within the following: 
Beginning at the junction of Highway 34 and Central Road, west on Central Road to Mountain 
Road, south on Mountain Road to Gentile Road, south on Gentile Road to River Road, south on 
River Road to Thatcher Road, east on Thatcher Road to Highway 34, south on Highway 34 to 
Main Canyon Road (USFS Road 440) to the USFS boundary, north along the USFS boundary to 
King Canyon Road (USFS Road 183), west on King Canyon Road to the Harwood Road, south 
on Harwood Road to Burton Road, west on Burton Road to Highway 34 to the point of beginning.

(3-10-06)T

782. Hunt Area 75. All of Units 75, 77, and 78. (3-30-01)

7983. Hunt Area 76-1. That portion of Unit 66A within the Miller and Newswander 
Creek drainages, the Jackknife Creek drainage east of the mouth of Squaw Creek, and east of the 
Cabin Creek-Haderlie Ridge Trail (Forest Service Trail 619), and that portion of Unit 76 within 
the following boundary: Beginning at the intersection of State Highway 34 and the Idaho-
Wyoming border, then west approximately four (4) miles to the mouth of the South Fork of Tincup 
Creek and Forest Service Trail 014, then south up Trail 014 to the Stump Creek Road, then south 
and east along Stump Creek Road to the Idaho-Wyoming border, then north along the border to 
the junction of State Highway 34, the point of beginning All of Unit 76. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

804. Hunt Area 76-2 66A. That portion of unit 76 south of the Georgetown-Wells 
Canyon-Crow Creek Roads 66A within the Miller and Newswander Creek drainages, the 
Jackknife Creek drainage east of the mouth of Squaw Creek, and east of the Cabin Creek-Haderlie 
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Ridge Trail (Forest Service Trail 619), and the following portions of Unit 76: the drainage of Salt 
River east and south of the South Fork of Tincup Creek, and the drainage of the Thomas Fork of 
the Bear River north of State Highway 89 to the Idaho-Wyoming border. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

85. Hunt Area 76-3X. Private lands and adjacent National Forest lands within one-
half (1/2) mile of the eastern boundary of National Forest within the following: Unit 66A south of 
Miller Creek, and Unit 76 north and east of the junction of Sage Creek and Crow Creek Road to 
the Idaho-Wyoming border. (3-10-06)T

86. Hunt Area 76-4X. That portion of Unit 76 east of U.S. Highway 30 and south of 
the Georgetown Canyon Road and west of the Caribou National Forest boundary, and the area 
south of U.S. Highway 89 and north of U.S. Highway 30 between Montpelier. (3-10-06)T

87. Hunt Area 77X. That portion of Unit 77 east of U.S. Highway 91, south of the 
Cub Creek Road, and west of the Cache National Forest boundary to the Utah border. (3-10-06)T

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

703. CONTROLLED HUNT AREA DESCRIPTIONS -- ANTELOPE.

01. Hunt Area 29. That portion of Unit 29 downstream from and including the 
Hayden Creek drainage on the west side of the Lemhi River and those drainages on the east side 
of the main Salmon River upstream from the mouth of the Lemhi River to, but excluding, the 
Poison Creek drainage All of Unit 29 except the Poison Creek drainage. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

02. Hunt Area 30. All of Unit 30 and that portion of Unit 21A south and east of 
Carmen Creek Road. (7-1-98)(3-10-06)T

03. Hunt Area 30A. All of Unit 30A. (7-1-98)

04. Hunt Area 32. All of Units 32 and 32A (3-30-01)

05. Hunt Area 36B. All of Unit 36B, and that portion of Unit 28 upstream from and 
including the Iron Creek drainage. (3-15-02)

06. Hunt Area 37-1. That portion of Unit 37 south of the Doublespring Pass-
Goldburg Road All of Unit 37 and 37A, and that part of Unit 29 in the Poison Creek drainage.

(7-1-99)(3-10-06)T

07. Hunt Area 37-2. That portion of Unit 37 north of the Doublespring Pass-
Goldburg Road. (7-1-99)

08. Hunt Area 37A. That portion of Unit 37A east of the (Little) Morgan Creek Road 
and the north fork of (Little) Morgan Creek. (3-30-01)
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097. Hunt Area 39. All of Unit 39 That portion of Unit 39 south and east of Highway 
21. (3-20-97)(3-10-06)T

108. Hunt Area 40. All of Unit 40. (10-26-94)

1109. Hunt Area 41. That portion of Unit 41 east of State Highway 51. (10-26-94)

120. Hunt Area 42. That portion of Unit 41 west of State Highway 51 and all of Unit 
42. (10-26-94)

131. Hunt Area 44. All of Unit 44 and that portion of Unit 45 within the Camas Creek 
drainage. (10-26-94)

142. Hunt Area 45-1. All of Unit 45 except EXCLUDING that portion within the 
Camas Creek drainage. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

13. Hunt Area 45-2. Private land within Unit 45 EXCLUDING that portion within the 
Camas Creek drainage. (3-10-06)T

154. Hunt Area 46-1. All of Unit 46. (3-30-01)(3-10-06)T

15. Hunt Area 46-2. Private land within Units 46 and 54 and private land within that 
portion of Unit 47 east of Salmon Falls Creek. (3-10-06)T

16. Hunt Area 47. All of Unit 47. (10-26-94)

17. Hunt Area 49. All of Unit 49 and that portion of Unit 50 in the Copper Creek and 
Cottonwood Creek drainages west of the Craters of the Moon National Monument. The boundary 
of the Craters of the Moon National Monument was recently greatly enlarged by Presidential 
Proclamation. Approximately 410,512 acres of the expansion will be primarily managed by the 
National Park Service which has stated its intention to close this area to hunting. The state of 
Idaho strongly opposes this action and is working to keep this area open to hunting in accordance 
with the language in the Presidential Proclamation which assures continued jurisdiction over 
wildlife by the state of Idaho. This issue remains unresolved. It is the hunter's responsibility to 
check the current status of open/closed area boundaries prior to hunting. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

18. Hunt Area 50-1. That portion All of Unit 50 north of Antelope Creek and west of 
U.S. 93. (See Craters of the Moon closure.) (10-26-94)(3-10-06)T

19. Hunt Area 50-2. That portion of Unit 50 southeast of Antelope and Pass Creeks 
but EXCLUDING the Copper Creek and Cottonwood Creek drainages west of Craters of the 
Moon National Monument. The boundary of the Craters of the Moon National Monument was 
recently greatly enlarged by Presidential Proclamation. Approximately 410,512 acres of the 
expansion will be primarily managed by the National Park Service which has stated its intention 
to close this area to hunting. The state of Idaho strongly opposes this action and is working to 
keep this area open to hunting in accordance with the language in the Presidential Proclamation 
which assures continued jurisdiction over wildlife by the state of Idaho. This issue remains 
unresolved. It is the hunter's responsibility to check the current status of open/closed area 
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boundaries prior to hunting. (3-15-02)

20. Hunt Area 50-3. That portion of Unit 50 north of Pass Creek and east of U.S. 93.
(10-26-94)

219. Hunt Area 51-1. That portion All of Unit 51 north of Badger Creek Road and 
north of the Wet Creek-Pass Creek Road and that portion of Unit 63 within Butte County.

(10-26-94)(3-10-06)T

22. Hunt Area 51-2. That portion of Unit 51 south of Badger Creek Road and south of 
the Wet Creek-Pass Creek Road and that portion of Unit 63 within Butte County including that 
portion of this hunt area within one-half (1/2) mile inside the boundary of the Idaho National 
Engineering and Environmental Laboratory (INEEL) adjacent to agricultural lands. (3-30-01)

230. Hunt Area 52. All of Units 48 and 52. (3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

241. Hunt Area 52A. All of Units 52A and 53. (See Craters of the Moon closure.)
(3-15-02)(3-10-06)T

252. Hunt Area 54. All of Unit 54. (3-13-96)

26. Hunt Area 57. All of Unit 57 and that portion of Unit 56 west of Interstate 84.
(3-27-97)

273. Hunt Area 58. All of Unit 58 outside the Idaho National Engineering and 
Environmental Laboratory (INEEL) boundary. (7-1-99)(3-10-06)T

284. Hunt Area 59. All of Units 59 and 59A. (3-20-96)

295. Hunt Area 60A. All of Units 60 and 60A, and that portion of Unit 61 west of 
Hotel Creek. (3-20-96)

3026. Hunt Area 61. That portion of Unit 61 east of Hotel Creek. (10-26-94)

3127. Hunt Area 63-1. That portion of Unit 63 south of State Highway 33 and including 
that portion of this hunt area within one-half (1/2) mile inside the east boundary of the Idaho 
National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory (INEEL) and which is adjacent to 
agricultural lands. (7-1-99)(3-10-06)T

328. Hunt Area 63-2. That portion of Unit 63 north of State Highway 33, and including 
that portion of this hunt area within one-half (1/2) mile inside the boundary of the Idaho National 
Engineering and Environmental Laboratory (INEEL) and which is adjacent to agricultural lands,
EXCLUDING the Camas National Wildlife Refuge which is CLOSED. (7-1-99)(3-10-06)T

3329. Hunt Area 68. All of Unit 68. (10-26-94)
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IDAPA 13 - IDAHO FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

13.01.09 - RULES GOVERNING THE TAKING OF GAME BIRDS 
IN THE STATE OF IDAHO

DOCKET NO. 13-0109-0601

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the agency and is now pending review by 
the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending rule becomes final and effective 
at the conclusion of the legislative session, unless the rule is approved, rejected, amended or 
modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Section 67-5224 and 67-5291, Idaho Code. 
If the pending rule is approved, amended or modified by concurrent resolution, the rule becomes 
final and effective upon adoption of the concurrent resolution or upon the date specified in the 
concurrent resolution.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this 
agency has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b) and 
36-1101, Idaho Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is a concise explanatory statement of the reasons 
for adopting the pending rule and a statement of any change between the text of the proposed rule 
and the text of the pending rule with an explanation of the reasons for the change.

Require the wearing of hunter orange when hunting on Wildlife Management Areas where 
pheasants are stocked to address safety issues.

The pending rule is being adopted as proposed. The complete text of the proposed rule was 
published in the October 4, 2006 Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol. 06-10, pages 194 and 
195.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning this pending rule, contact Don Kemner (208) 287-2748.

DATED this 9th day of November, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE TEMPORARY AND PROPOSED RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is May 22, 2006.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is 
hereby given that this agency has adopted a temporary rule, and proposed rulemaking procedures 
have been initiated. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b) and 36-1101,Idaho 
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Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be 
scheduled if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an 
agency, not later than October 18, 2006.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation 
must be made not later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of 
its supporting reasons for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the 
substance and purpose of the proposed rulemaking:

Require the wearing of hunter orange when hunting on Wildlife Management Areas where 
pheasants are stocked to address safety issues

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section(s) 67-5226(1)(c), Idaho Code, 
the Governor has found that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following 
reasons:

The temporary rule confers a benefit to hunters.

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to IDAPA 04.11.01.811, negotiated rulemaking was 
not conducted because of the need to comply with printing schedules for the 2006 hunting 
seasons, and the lack of an identifiable group to represent the different hunting interest groups.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on technical questions concerning the temporary and proposed 
rule, contact Don Kemner (208) 287-2748.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written comments 
must be directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before October 25, 2006.

DATED this 21st day of August, 2006.

W. Dallas Burkhalter
Deputy Attorney General
Natural Resources Division/Fish and Game
600 S. Walnut
P.O. Box 25
Boise, Idaho 83707
(208) 334-3715
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Fax (208) 334-2148

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

300. UPLAND GAME BIRD METHODS OF TAKE.

01. Taking of Upland Game Birds. No person shall take upland game birds: (7-1-93)

a. Except wild turkey, from one-half (1/2) hour after sunset to one-half (1/2) hour 
before sunrise. Pheasants shall not be taken before twelve o'clock noon on the opening day in 
certain counties (see Rule 11, Pheasant Seasons). Wild turkey shall not be taken between sunset 
and one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise. Pheasants shall not be taken before 10 a.m. after the 
opening day on the Fort Boise, Montour, Payette River and C.J. Strike Wildlife Management 
Areas. (4-6-05)

b. With a trap, snare, net, crossbow, or firearms EXCEPT a shotgun using shells not 
exceeding three and one-half (3-1/2) inches maximum length, slingshot, hand-held or thrown 
missiles, EXCEPT forest grouse. Forest grouse shall not be taken with a trap, snare, net, or 
crossbow. (3-30-01)

c. From boats or other craft having a motor attached UNLESS the motor is 
completely shut off and forward progress has ceased, or if the boat is drifting naturally, or if it is 
propelled only by paddle, oars, or pole, or if it is beached, moored, or resting at anchor. (7-1-93)

d. By the use or aid of any electronic call. (7-1-93)

e. By the aid of baiting. Bait is defined as any substance placed to attract upland 
game birds. (7-1-93)

f. When hunting on Wildlife Management Areas where pheasants are stocked 
without wearing hunter orange. (5-22-06)T

02. Wild Turkey. In addition to the methods listed above, wild turkey may not be 
taken: (7-1-93)

a. With lead shot exceeding BB size. (7-1-93)

b. With steel shot exceeding T size. (7-1-93)

c. By the use of dogs, except during fall hunts. (3-30-01)
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IDAPA 13 - IDAHO FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

13.01.11 - RULES GOVERNING FISH

DOCKET NO. 13-0111-0601

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the agency and is now pending review by 
the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending rule becomes final and effective 
at the conclusion of the legislative session, unless the rule is approved, rejected, amended or 
modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Section 67-5224 and 67-5291, Idaho Code. 
If the pending rule is approved, amended or modified by concurrent resolution, the rule becomes 
final and effective upon adoption of the concurrent resolution or upon the date specified in the 
concurrent resolution.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this 
agency has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b) and 
36-901, Idaho Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is a concise explanatory statement of the reasons 
for adopting the pending rule and a statement of any change between the text of the proposed rule 
and the text of the pending rule with an explanation of the reasons for the change.

Bi-annual rule review to address biological issues and angler desires, and to make the rules 
more easy to understand.

The pending rule is being adopted as proposed. The complete text of the proposed rule was 
published in the October 4, 2006 Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol. 06-10, pages 198 
through 204.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning this pending rule, contact Fred Partridge (208) 287-2773.

DATED this 9th day of November, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE TEMPORARY AND PROPOSED RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is November 21, 2005.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is 
hereby given that this agency has adopted a temporary rule, and proposed rulemaking procedures 
have been initiated. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b) and 36-901, Idaho 
Code.
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PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be 
scheduled if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an 
agency, not later than October 18, 2006.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation 
must be made not later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of 
its supporting reasons for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the 
substance and purpose of the proposed rulemaking:

Bi-annual rule review to address biological issues and angler desires, and to make the rules 
easier to understand.

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section(s) 67-5226(1)(c), Idaho Code, 
the Governor has found that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following 
reasons:

The temporary rule confers a benefit to anglers.

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year 
resulting from this rulemaking: N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to IDAPA 04.11.01.811, negotiated rulemaking was 
not conducted because of the need to comply with printing schedules for the 2006-2007 fishing 
seasons, and the lack of an identifiable group to represent the various angler interests.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on technical questions concerning the temporary and proposed 
rule, contact Fred Partridge (208) 287-2773.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written comments 
must be directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before October 25, 2006.

DATED this 21st day of August, 2006.

W. Dallas Burkhalter
Deputy Attorney General
Natural Resources Division/Fish and Game
600 S. Walnut
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P.O. Box 25, Boise, Idaho 83707
(208) 334-3715, Fax (208) 334-2148

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

004. DEFINITIONS.
For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms will be defined as follows: (3-20-97)

01. Artificial Fly. Any fly made entirely of rubber, wood, metal, glass, feather, fiber, 
or plastic by the method known as fly tying. (3-20-97)

02. Artificial Lure. Any device made entirely of rubber, wood, metal, glass, feather, 
fiber, or plastic with hook or hooks attached. No bait of any kind may be used with artificial lures 
when fishing artificial flies and lures-only waters. (3-20-97)

03. Bag Limit. The maximum number of fish that may be lawfully taken by any one 
(1) person in one (1) day. The term “bag limit” shall be construed to be an individual, independent 
effort and shall not be interpreted in any manner as to allow one (1) individual to take more than 
his “bag limit” toward filling the “bag limit” of another. The bag and possession limits are equal 
except for salmon and steelhead. (3-20-97)

04. Bait. Organic substances, other than rubber, wood, feather, fiber, or plastic, 
attached to a hook to attract fish. Bait includes insects, insect larvae, worms, dead fish, fish parts, 
any other animal or vegetable matter, or scented synthetic materials. (Live fish prohibited.) (See: 
Subsection 004.20 - NO BAIT.) (3-20-97)

05. Barbless Hook. A fish hook without barbs or on which barbs have been bent 
completely closed. (3-20-97)

06. Catch-and-Release. A fishing restriction applied to a body of water requiring that 
all game fish, except whitefish and brook trout, must be released immediately, unharmed, back to 
the water. Only artificial flies or lures with one (1) barbless hook may be used in waters 
designated catch-and-release; bait is prohibited. It is permissible to use up to five (5) flies or 
lures, each with only one (1) barbless hook, per line. Whitefish and brook trout landed from catch-
and-release waters may be retained in possession. Effort, by permitted methods, to catch or 
attempt to catch a fish or species of fish is lawful, with the restriction that any fish so caught must 
be released immediately, unharmed, back to the water. NOTE: Species of fish not specifically 
listed as catch-and-release may be harvested under their appropriate limits. (3-20-97)(11-21-05)T

07. Closed to Harvest. Effort, by permitted methods, to catch or attempt to catch a fish 
or group of fish is lawful, with the restriction that any fish or group of fish so caught must be 
released immediately back to the water. (3-20-97)

087. Confluence of a Stream or River. The point where two (2) rivers or streams come 
together. (3-20-97)
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098. Electric Motors Only. When fishing waters listed “electric motors only”, gas 
(internal combustion) motors may be attached to the boat; but use of the gas motor is prohibited.

(3-20-97)

109. Fishing. Any effort made to take, kill, injure, capture, or catch any fish, crayfish, 
or bullfrog. (3-20-97)

110. Float Tube. A floating device that suspends a single occupant, from the seat down, 
in the water, and is not propelled by oars, paddles, or motors. (4-6-05)

121. Fly Fishing. Fishing with a fly rod, fly reel, fly line, and artificial fly. (3-20-97)

132. Game Fish. Brook, brown, bull (Dolly Varden), cutthroat, golden, lake 
(Mackinaw), rainbow (including steelhead), splake and sunapee trout; trout hybrids; Chinook, 
coho, Atlantic and kokanee (blueback) salmon; grayling; whitefish; cisco; crappie; perch; bass; 
catfish; bullheads; sunfish; sturgeon; northern pike; tiger muskie; walleye and sauger; and burbot 
(ling). Bullfrogs and crayfish are also defined as game fish. (4-6-05)

143. Harvest. Reduce a fish to possession. (3-20-97)

154. Hook. A bent wire device, for the catching of fish, to which one (1), two (2), or 
three (3) points may be attached to a single shank. Up to five (5) hooks per line may be used, 
except where specifically prohibited. (3-20-97)

165. Ice Fishing. Fishing through an opening broken or cut through the ice. (3-20-97)

176. Length. The length between the tip of the nose or jaw and the tip of the tail fin.
(3-20-97)

187. Motor. Includes electric and internal combustion motors. (See Subsection 004.09 - 
Electric Motors Only.) (3-20-97)

198. Mouth of River or Stream. The place where a river or stream enters a larger body 
of water. (3-20-97)

2019. No Bait. Requires the use of artificial flies or lures, with one (1) barbless hook 
ONLY per fly or lure. (3-20-97)

210. No Motors. Fishing from a boat with a motor attached is prohibited. (3-20-97)

221. Possession Limit. Maximum number of fish that may be lawfully in possession of 
any person. “Possession limit” shall apply to fish while in the field or being transported to the 
final place of consumption or storage. (3-20-97)

232. Reservoir. The flat water level existing at any time within a reservoir basin. 
Unless noted otherwise, a stream flowing through the drawdown portion of a reservoir is not 
considered part of the reservoir. (3-20-97)
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243. Season Limit. The maximum number of fish that may be lawfully taken in any 
declared season. (3-20-97)

254. Snagging. Taking or attempting to take a fish by use of a hook or lure in any 
manner or method other than enticing or attracting a fish to strike with, and become hooked in, its 
mouth or jaw. Game fish which are hooked other than in the jaw or mouth must be released 
immediately. (4-6-05)

265. Steelhead. Rainbow trout longer than twenty (20) inches in length in the Snake 
River drainage below Hells Canyon Dam, the Salmon River drainage (excluding lakes and the 
Lemhi and the Pahsimeroi rivers), and the Clearwater River drainage (excluding that portion 
above Dworshak Dam, and lakes). Rainbow trout longer than twenty (20) inches in length with 
the adipose fin clipped (as evidenced by a healed scar) are defined as steelhead in the Snake River 
from Hells Canyon Dam upstream to Oxbow Dam, and in the Boise River from its mouth 
upstream to Barber Dam, and in the Payette River from its mouth upstream to Black Canyon Dam 
during steelhead seasons. (4-6-05)

276. Tributary. A stream flowing into a larger stream or lake. (3-20-97)

287. Trout. Includes the following trout family fishes: brook, brown, cutthroat, golden, 
grayling, lake (Mackinaw), rainbow, splake, Sunapee; trout hybrids; and the landlocked forms of 
Chinook, coho, Atlantic and kokanee (blueback) salmon. (4-6-05)(11-21-05)T

298. Unattended Line. A line not under the immediate surveillance by the angler.
(3-20-97)

3029. Unprotected Nongame Fish. All fish species other than game fish and protected 
species of special concern nongame fish. (3-20-97)(11-21-05)T

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

201. FISHING METHODS AND GEAR.
Unless modified by a regional exception, the following fishing methods and restrictions are 
applicable in all Idaho waters. (3-20-97)

01. Archery and Spear Fishing. Fishing with the use of bow and arrow, crossbow, 
spear or mechanical device, excluding firearms, is permitted for the taking of bullfrogs and 
unprotected nongame fish, and only in those waters during the season set for the taking of game 
fish. (7-1-99)

02. Bait Restricted. It is unlawful to fish with bait in waters designated as artificial 
flies and lures only, fly fishing only, or no bait, or catch-and-release. (3-20-97)(11-21-06)T

03. Barbed Hooks. It is unlawful to fish for sturgeon with barbed hooks. It is unlawful 
to fish for or take steelhead with barbed hooks in the Clearwater River drainage, Salmon River 
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drainage, and Snake River drainage below Hells Canyon Dam. It is unlawful to fish in artificial 
flies and lures only waters, or catch-and-release no bait waters with barbed hooks.

(3-20-97)(11-21-06)T

04. Fishing Gear. It is unlawful to fish in any waters of Idaho with more than one (1) 
handline or pole with a line attached, except a person with a two (2) pole validation may use two 
(2) poles; or with more than five (5) lines while ice fishing; or by archery, spearfishing, snagging, 
hands, and netting except as permitted. Not more than five (5) hooks may be attached per line. 
The line or lines must be attended by the person fishing. (4-6-05)

05. Fishing Shelters. Any enclosure or shelter which is left unattended overnight on 
the ice of any waters of the state shall have the owner’s name, telephone numbers, and current 
address legibly marked on two (2) opposing sides of the enclosure or shelter. (7-1-99)

06. Gaff Hook. It is unlawful to land fish of any species with a gaff hook except 
through a hole cut or broken in the ice in waters which have no length restrictions or harvest 
closures for that species. (3-20-97)

07. Molesting Fish. It is unlawful to molest any fish by shooting at it with a firearm or 
pellet gun, striking at it with a club, hands, rocks, or other objects, building obstructions for 
catching fish, or chasing fish up or downstream in any manner. (3-20-97)

08. Snagging. It is unlawful to snag game fish, unless otherwise stated by 
Commission rules/exceptions. Snagging of unprotected nongame fish species is permitted.

(3-20-97)

09. Trapping and Seining Minnows or Crayfish. It is lawful to take the young of 
unprotected nongame fish, crayfish, and yellow perch with a minnow net, seine, or up to five (5) 
traps, provided the seine or net does not exceed four (4) feet in length or width, and the minnow or 
crayfish trap does not exceed eighteen (18) inches in length or twelve (12) inches in diameter or 
width. If the trap is of irregular dimension, but its volume does not exceed the volume of an 
eighteen by twelve by twelve inches (18"x12”x12”) trap, it is also lawful to use. All fish so taken 
must immediately be killed except where stated otherwise. All traps must have a tag attached 
bearing the owner's name and address. Minnows and crayfish may only be taken during the 
season set for the taking of game fish in those waters. (3-20-97)

10. Use of Bait. It is unlawful to use live fish as bait, except that live crayfish and bull 
frogs may be used if caught on the body of water being fished. (3-20-97)

11. Use of Hands. It is lawful to take bull frogs and crayfish with the hands. (3-20-97)

202. BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS.

01. Bag Limit. Maximum number of fish that may be lawfully taken by one (1) person 
in one (1) day. The bag and possession limits are equal, except where listed in region exceptions 
and for salmon and steelhead. (3-20-97)

02. Possession Limit. Maximum number of fish that may be lawfully in possession of 
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any one (1) person. Possession limit shall apply to fish while in the field or being transported. All 
fish that are hooked, landed and not immediately released shall be counted in the possession limit 
of the person hooking the fish. (3-20-97)

03. Transport or Gift. No person shall transport for another or accept as a gift any 
game fish unless a statement signed by taker accompanies the fish, showing the number and 
kinds, the date taken, the taker's name, address, and fishing license number. However, no person 
may claim ownership of more fish than allowed by the possession limit. (7-1-99)

04. Table on Bag and Possession Limits for Specified Fish.

SPECIES BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS

BASS - Largemouth and Smallmouth 6
In the aggregate of both species, 

NONE under 12 inches.

BROOK TROUT 25

BULL TROUT (Dolly Varden) NONE
There is no harvest season for bull trout. Any 

bull trout caught may not be removed from the 
water and must be released immediately.

BURBOT (Ling) NONE
There is no harvest season for burbot. Any 

burbot caught may not be removed from the 
water and must be released immediately.

NORTHERN PIKE 6

SALMON (Anadromous) See Rules 500 to 599

STEELHEAD See Rules 400 to 499

STURGEON NONE

There is no harvest season for sturgeon. Any 
sturgeon caught may not be removed from the 

water and must be released immediately. 
Barbless hooks required.

TIGER MUSKIE 2 NONE under 40 inches.

TROUT - includes the following trout family fishes
brook, brown, cutthroat, golden, grayling, lake, 
(Mackinaw), rainbow, splake, sunapee; trout 
hybrids; and the landlocked forms of chinook, 
coho, Atlantic and kokanee (blueback) salmon.

6
In the aggregate of all species (see Magic Valley 

Southeast, Upper Snake regions for special 
cutthroat trout restrictions).

WALLEYE and SAUGER 6 No Limit
In the aggregate of both species. 

SEE MAGIC VALLEY and SOUTHEAST 
REGIONAL EXCEPTIONS

WHITEFISH 25

NONGAME SPECIES OF SPECIAL 
CONCERN PROTECTED NONGAME FISH - 

Shoshone, Wood River and Bear Lake sculpin, sand-
roller, leatherside chub, Pacific lamprey.

NONE May not be taken or possessed.

All Species other than those listed above. NO LIMIT
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(4-6-05)(11-21-06)T

05. Family Fishing Waters. Waters designated as Family Fishing Waters shall have a 
year round season: a general bag limit for of six (6) trout, of six (6) bass, walleye and pike; no 
length limits; and allow the use of standard fishing gear. Pursuant to Section 36-105(3), Idaho 
Code, the Commission sets seasons and regional exceptions, including designated Family Fishing 
Waters, by proclamation. The proclamation is published in a brochure available at Department 
offices and license vendors. (4-6-05)(11-21-06)T

06. Special Limits. No person shall fish in any waters while having fish in possession 
in excess of the limits for those waters. (7-1-99)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

403. PERMIT VALIDATION.
When a steelhead trout has been hooked, landed, and reduced to possession, the angler hooking 
the fish must immediately do the following: (3-20-97)

01. Permit. Completely remove one (1) numbered notch from the permit. (3-20-97)

02. Number Code. Look up the number code from the location code list and write it in 
the space provided.

RIVER LOCATION CODES

SNAKE RIVER

Snake River, downstream from Salmon River 01

Snake River, upstream from Salmon River to Hells Can-
yon Dam

02

Snake River, Hells Canyon Dam to Oxbow Dam 27

CLEARWATER RIVER

Clearwater River, downstream from Orofino Bridge 03

Clearwater River, upstream from Orofino Bridge 04

North Fork Clearwater River 05

South Fork Clearwater River 07

SALMON RIVER

Salmon River, downstream from Whitebird Creek 10

Salmon River, Whitebird Creek to Little Salmon 11

Salmon River, Little Salmon to Vinegar Creek 12

Salmon River, Vinegar Creek to South Fork 13

Salmon River, South Fork to Middle Fork 14
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(4-6-05)(11-21-06)T

03. Date Entry. Enter the month and day the fish was caught. (4-6-05)

Salmon River, Middle Fork to North Fork 15

Salmon River, North Fork to Lemhi River 16

Salmon River, Lemhi River to Pahsimeroi River 17

Salmon River, Pahsimeroi River to East Fork 18

Salmon River, upstream from the East Fork 19

OTHER

Little Salmon River 20

Panther Creek 24

Boise River 28

Payette River 29

RIVER LOCATION CODES
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IDAPA 25 - OUTFITTERS AND GUIDES LICENSING BOARD

25.01.01 - RULES OF THE OUTFITTERS AND GUIDES LICENSING BOARD

DOCKET NO. 25-0101-0601

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the agency and is now pending review by 
the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. A pending rule becomes final and effective at 
the conclusion of the legislative session unless the rule is approved, rejected, amended or 
modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Section 67-5224 and 67-5291, Idaho Code. 
If a pending rule is approved, amended or modified by concurrent resolution, the rule becomes 
final and effective upon adoption of the concurrent resolution or upon the date specified in the 
concurrent resolution.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this 
agency has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized pursuant to Section(s) (36-2107(b) 
and (d), Idaho Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of the 
supporting reasons for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the substance 
and purpose of the proposed rulemaking:

The changes proposed in Section 058.03 clarify operational boundaries where and how 
existing outfitters can operate on the St. Joe River. 

The pending rule is being adopted as proposed. The complete text of the proposed rule was 
published in the August 2 2006, Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol. 06-8, pages 70 through 
73.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year 
resulting from this rulemaking: N/A

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning the pending rule, contact: Jake Howard, Executive Director (208) 327-7380 - FAX 
(208) 327-7382.

DATED this 21st day of November, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE TEMPORARY AND PROPOSED RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is July 1, 2006.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is 
hereby given that this agency has adopted a temporary rule, and proposed rulemaking procedures 
have been initiated. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections 36-2107(b) and (d), Idaho Code.
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PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be 
scheduled if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an 
agency, not later than August 16, 2006.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation 
must be made not later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of 
the supporting reasons for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the 
substance and purpose of the proposed rulemaking:

The changes proposed in Section 058.03 clarify operational boundaries where and how 
existing outfitters can operate on the St. Joe River. 

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section(s) 67-5226(1) (b), Idaho Code, 
the Governor has found that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following 
reasons:

This rule change was brought abut as the result of clarification of federal United States 
Forest Services (USFS) authorization of outfitter operations on the St. Joe River completed 
earlier this year. This temporary rule will allow existing outfitters to continue to provide 
guided services to the public for this operational season and in the future. These changes are 
clarification of existing federal permitted use and are not substantive.

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year 
resulting from this rulemaking: N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to IDAPA 04.11.01.811, negotiated rulemaking was 
not conducted because the five outfitters that are affected by the rule change were notified via 
certified mail of this clarification in December, 2005 and four of these outfitters found the 
changes favorable. The fifth outfitter’s concerns were reviewed by the Board and determined to 
be unfounded. Additionally, these changes are driven by clarifications negotiated with the USFS 
resulting in adjustment in state rule clarifying where outfitters can provide float boating and walk 
and wade fishing activities on the St. Joe River much of which is federally managed. The changes 
will put USFS policy and State rules in sync. These changes are not substantive. 

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on technical questions concerning the proposed rule, contact: Jake 
Howard, Executive Director (208) 327-7380 - FAX (208) 327-7382.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written comments 
must be directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before August 23, 2006.
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DATED this 14th day of June, 2006.

Jake Howard, Executive Director
Outfitters and Guides Licensing Board
1365 North Orchard, Suite 172, Boise, ID 83706
(208) 327-7380 / FAX (208) 327-7382

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

059. RIVER, LAKE AND RESERVOIR POWER AND FLOAT OUTFITTER LIMITS.

There are no changes to Subsections 059.01, 059.02, 059.04, or 059.05.

03. Licensable Waters -- River Sections (SH1) Henry’s Fork Snake River 
Through (TE3) Teton River -- Table. The following rivers and streams or sections that lie 
totally or partially within the state of Idaho shall be open to commercial boating operations by 
outfitters and guides. All other rivers and streams or sections that lie totally or partially within the 
state of Idaho shall be closed to commercial boating by outfitters and guides.

River/Section
Maximum
No. Power

Maximum 
No. Float

(SH1) Snake River, Henry's Fork - Henry's Lake Outlet to Hatchery Ford. 
(Each outfitter may use at any one time a maximum of (a) eight (8) boats for 
fishing No more than three (3) of these boats may be used at any one time on 
any of the following river reaches: Henry's Lake Outlet to Island Park Dam, 
Island Park Dam to Last Chance, Last Chance to Osborn Bridge, and Osborn 
Bridge to Hatchery Ford), and (b) five (5) boats for other boating activities. The 
Board may approve adjustments to these boat limitations to accommodate 
canoeing or kayaking activities that are part of an outfitter's operating plan.

none 7

(SH2) Snake River, Henry's Fork - Mesa Falls to St. Anthony. Each outfitter 
may use at any one time a maximum of (a) eight (8) boats for fishing, no more 
than three (3) of these boats may be used at any one time on any one of the 
following river reaches: Mesa Falls to Warm River, Warm River to Ashton Dam, 
and Ashton Dam to St. Anthony, and (b) five (5) boats for other boating  
activities. The Board may approve adjustments of these boat limitations to 
accommodate canoeing or kayaking activities that are part of an outfitter's 
operating plan.

none 8
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(SH3) Snake River, Henry's Fork - St. Anthony to confluence with South Fork 
of Snake River. Each outfitter may use at any one time a maximum of (a) three 
(3) boats for fishing, and (b) five (5) boats for other boating activities. The 
Board may approve adjustments of these boat limitations to accommodate 
canoeing or kayaking activities that are part of an outfitter's operating plan.

none 4

(SS1) Snake River - South Fork - Palisades Dam to confluence with Henry's 
Fork. No more than four (4) boats per section/per day may be used by an  
outfitter at any one time on any of the following river reaches: (a) Palisades 
Dam to Swan Valley Bridge; (b) Swan Valley Bridge to Black Canyon  
(Exception: Not more than eight (8) boats will be permitted in Section  
(b) on the same day, provided that no more than four (4) of said boats are in 
this Section after 11:00 a.m.); (c) Black Canyon to Poplar (Kelly Canyon); and 
(d) Poplar to the confluence with Henry's Fork. Restrictions: No outfitter may 
have more than twelve (12) boats on the SS1 in any one (1) day. Further, the 
lower boundary of Section (a) (Palisades Dam to Swan Valley Bridge) shall 
overlay Section (b) to the Conant takeout (Swan Valley Bridge to Black  
Canyon), and Section (b) shall overlay Section (c) to the Cottonwood access. 
Supply boats which do not carry clients are exempt from these restrictions.

5 6

(SN1) Snake River - Henry's Fork confluence downstream to  
Gem State Power Plant

3 3

(SN2) Snake River - Gem State Power Plant downstream to headwaters of 
American Falls Reservoir

3 3

(SN3) Snake River - American Falls Dam to Massacre Rocks State Park 3 3

(SN4) Snake River - Massacre Rocks State Park to Milner Dam 3 3

* (SN5) Snake River - Milner Dam to Star Falls none 3

* (SN6) Snake River - Star Falls to Twin Falls none 5

(SN7) Snake River - Twin Falls to Lower Salmon Falls Dam 3 3

(SN8) Snake River - Lower Salmon Falls Dam to Bliss Dam 3 5

(SN9) Snake River - Bliss Dam to headwaters of C.J. Strike Reservoir 5 5

River/Section
Maximum
No. Power

Maximum 
No. Float
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(SN10) Snake River - C.J. Strike Dam to Walter's Ferry
5 outfitters for either 

power or float or 
combination thereof

(SN11) Snake River - Walter's Ferry to headwaters of Brownlee Reservoir 5 none

* (SN12) Snake River - Hells Canyon Dam to Pittsburg Landing 18 15

* (SN13) Snake River - Hells Canyon Dam to Pittsburg Landing,  
two (2) one-day float trips only

none 2

(SN14) Snake River - Pittsburg Landing to Heller Bar or Lewiston 19 15

(SN15) Snake River - Washington/Oregon stateline to Lewiston

Limitations pending. 
(This section is set 

aside for future rules 
of fishing only outfit-

ters)

(SJ1) St. Joe River - Spruce Tree Campground to St Joe City Bridge. 
St. Joe City Bridge to Lake Coeur d'Alene St. Joe River Headwaters to Red 
Ives. No outfitted boating. One (1) walk and wade only fishing outfitter.

none
2

2 none
 none

(SJ2) St. Joe River - Red Ives to Avery. In addition to one (1) float boat license, 
three (3) walk and wade only outfitters. No fishing from float boats, boat clients 
may fish via walk and wade. 

none 1

(SJ3) St. Joe River - Avery to St. Joe City Bridge none 2

(SJ4) St. Joe River - St. Joe City Bridge to Lake Coeur d’Alene 2 none

(SM1) St. Maries River 5 5

(TE1) Teton River - Upper put-in to Cache Bridge, 
motors not to exceed 10 hp

5 outfitters for either 
power or float or

 combination thereof

(TE2) Teton River - Cache Bridge to Harrop Bridge,  
motors not to exceed 10 hp

6 outfitters for either 
power or float or 

combination thereof

River/Section
Maximum
No. Power

Maximum 
No. Float
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* Classified rivers
## Floatboat and powerboat outfitters on these sections shall be considered within their area of 
operations when hiking from the river or fishing in tributaries away from the river, but shall not 
include overnight activities. Conflicts with land-based outfitters shall be handled on a case-by-
case basis. (4-11-06)(7-1-06)T

(TE3) Teton River - Harrop Bridge to confluence with Snake River,  
motors not to exceed 10 hp

none 5

River/Section
Maximum
No. Power

Maximum 
No. Float
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IDAPA 25 - OUTFITTERS AND GUIDES LICENSING BOARD

25.01.01 - RULES OF THE OUTFITTERS AND GUIDES LICENSING BOARD

DOCKET NO. 25-0101-0602

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the agency and is now pending review by 
the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. A pending rule becomes final and effective at 
the conclusion of the legislative session unless the rule is approved, rejected, amended or 
modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Section 67-5224 and 67-5291, Idaho Code. 
If a pending rule is approved, amended or modified by concurrent resolution, the rule becomes 
final and effective upon adoption of the concurrent resolution or upon the date specified in the 
concurrent resolution.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this 
agency has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized pursuant to Section(s) (36-2107(b) 
and (d), Idaho Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is a nontechnical explanation of the substance 
and purpose of the proposed rulemaking: As provided for in Section 36-2106, Idaho Code, 
this rule change will give the Board greater flexibility in scheduling Board meetings. The 
proposed change amends Section 071 by removing existing language that restricts the Board 
from scheduling meetings at times other than those now stipulated in rule. This proposed 
rule will have minimal impact on the outfitting and guiding industry and the public. 

The pending rule is being adopted as proposed. The complete text of the proposed rule was 
published in the September 6, 2006, Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol. 06-9, page 146.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year 
resulting from this rulemaking: N/A

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning the pending rule, contact: Jake Howard, Executive Director (208) 327-7380 - FAX 
(208) 327-7382.

DATED this 21st day of November, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE PROPOSED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1), Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that 
this agency has adopted a proposed rulemaking procedures have been initiated. The action is 
authorized pursuant to Section(s) (36-2107(b) and (d), Idaho Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be 
scheduled if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an 
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agency, not later than September 20, 2006.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation 
must be made not later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is a nontechnical explanation of the substance 
and purpose of the proposed rulemaking: As provided for in Section 36-2106, Idaho Code, 
this rule change will give the Board greater flexibility in scheduling Board meetings. The 
proposed change amends Section 071 by removing exising language that restricts the Board 
from scheduling meetings at times other than those now stipulated in rule. This proposed 
rule will have minimal impact on the outfitting and guiding industry and the public. 

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to IDAPA 04.11.01.811, negotiated rulemaking was 
not conducted because this proposed rule change will have minimal impact on the outfitting and 
guiding industry and on the public. 

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on technical questions concerning the temporary and proposed 
rule, contact Jake Howard, Executive Director (208) 327-7380 - FAX (208) 327-7382.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written comments 
must be directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before September 27, 2006.

DATED this 14th day of July, 2006.

Jake Howard, Executive Director
Outfitters and Guides Licensing Board
1365 North Orchard, Suite 172
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 327-7380 / FAX (208) 327-7382

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

071. BOARD MEETINGS. 
Board meeting dates shall be established for the conduct of regular Board business on a calendar 
year basis. Such meetings shall be held beginning the fourth Monday of February, April, June and 
August. Additional meetings may be scheduled at other times during the year in accordance with 
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the Idaho Open Meeting Law, Idaho Code 67-2340 through 67-2347. (9-1-90)(        )
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IDAPA 58 - DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

58.01.02 - WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

DOCKET NO. 58-0102-0505

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the Board of Environmental Quality (Board) 
and is now pending review by the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending 
rule will become final and effective immediately upon the adjournment sine die of the First 
Regular Session of the Fifty-ninth Idaho Legislature unless prior to that date the rule is rejected, 
amended or modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Idaho Code Sections 67-5224 
and 67-5291.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that the 
Board has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized by Sections 39-105, 39-107, and 39-
3601 et seq., Idaho Code. 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: A detailed summary of the reason for adopting the rule is set 
forth in the initial proposal published in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin, June 7, 2006, 
Vol. 06-6, pages 134 through 150. After consideration of public comments, the proposed rule 
has been revised at Sections 010 and 200. The remainder of the rule has been adopted as 
initially proposed. The Rulemaking and Public Comment Summary can be obtained at 
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/rules/water/58_0102_0505_pending.cfm or by contacting the 
undersigned.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: The revisions included in this rule are not 
broader in scope, nor more stringent, than federal regulations and do not regulate an activity not 
regulated by the federal government.

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on questions concerning this 
rulemaking, contact Don Essig at don.essig@deq.idaho.gov, (208)373-0119.

Dated this 12th day of October, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE PROPOSED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5221(1), Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that 
this agency has proposed rulemaking. This action is authorized by Sections 39-105, 39-107, and 
39-3601 et seq., Idaho Code. 
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PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: No hearings have been scheduled. Pursuant to Section 67-
5222(2), Idaho Code, a public hearing will be held if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) 
persons, a political subdivision, or an agency. Written requests for a hearing must be received by 
the undersigned on or before June 23, 2006. If no such written request is received, a public 
hearing will not be held.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: In this rulemaking, the Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) proposes to add language to Section 053, Beneficial Use Support Status, 
which codifies support for an existing policy that allows consideration of frequency of 
exceedance of numeric criteria for certain water quality parameters (pH, turbidity, DO, and 
temperature) in assessing achievement of water quality objectives and support of beneficial 
uses. DEQ also proposes to revise several definitions to improve clarity and utility and to 
make other miscellaneous corrections. The proposed revisions at Subsections 100.01.b., 
250.02.f., and 250.04 have been included for consistency with existing rule text and to clarify 
DEQ’s determination of salmonid spawning. 

The proposed rule text is in legislative format. Language the agency proposes to add is 
underlined. Language the agency proposes to delete is struck out. It is these additions and 
deletions to which public comment should be addressed. Everyone with an interest in the 
quality of surface water in Idaho likely has an interest in this rulemaking. In particular, 
those concerned with how DEQ judges support of beneficial uses may be affected.

After consideration of public comments, DEQ intends to present the final proposal to the 
Board of Environmental Quality in October 2006 for adoption of a pending rule. The rule is 
expected to be final and effective upon the adjournment of the 2007 legislative session if 
approved by the Legislature. 

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: The revisions included in this proposed 
rule are not broader in scope, nor more stringent, than federal regulations and do not regulate an 
activity not regulated by the federal government.

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: The text of the proposed rule has been drafted based on 
discussions held during a negotiation conducted pursuant to Idaho Code Section 67-5220 and 
IDAPA 04.11.01.812-815. The Notice of Negotiated Rulemaking was published in the Idaho 
Administrative Bulletin, November 2, 2005, Vol. 05-11, page 65.

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on questions concerning this rulemaking, contact Don Essig at 
(208) 373-0119, Don.Essig@deq.idaho.gov.

Anyone may submit written comments on the proposed rule by mail, fax or e-mail at the address 
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below. DEQ will consider all written comments received by the undersigned on or before July 7, 
2006. 

Dated this 20th day of April, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE NEGOTIATED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5220, Idaho Code, and IDAPA 58.01.23, “Rules 
of Administrative Procedure Before the Board of Environmental Quality,” Sections 810 through 
815, notice is hereby given that this agency intends to promulgate a rule and desires public 
participation before publishing a proposed rule. This rulemaking action is authorized by Sections 
39-105, 39-107, and 39-3601 et seq., Idaho Code. 

MEETING SCHEDULE: Those interested in participating in the negotiated rulemaking process 
are encouraged to attend the following meeting. Additional meetings may be scheduled if 
necessary. For information regarding additional meetings, contact Don Essig at 
don.essig@deq.idaho.gov, (208)373-0119. 

November 18, 2005, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Department of Environmental Quality

Conference Room B
1410 N. Hilton, Boise, Idaho

PRELIMINARY DRAFT: A preliminary draft of the rule can be obtained at http://
www.deq.idaho.gov/rules/water/58_0102_0505_negotiated.cfm or by contacting Paula Wilson at 
paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov, (208)373-0418.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: In this rulemaking, the Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) proposes to add language to Section 053, Beneficial Use Support Status, that codifies 
support for an existing policy which allows consideration of frequency of exceedance of 
numeric criteria for certain water quality parameters (pH, turbidity, DO, and temperature) 
in assessing achievement of water quality objectives and support of beneficial uses. DEQ 
also proposes to revise several definitions to improve clarity and utility and to make other 
miscellaneous corrections and clarifications. Everyone with an interest in the quality of 
surface water in Idaho likely has an interest in this rulemaking. In particular, those 
concerned with how DEQ judges support of beneficial uses may be affected.

Upon conclusion of negotiations, DEQ intends to publish a proposed rule for public 
comment in the summer of 2005 and then present the final proposal to the Board of 
Environmental Quality for adoption of a pending rule in the fall of 2006.

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on questions concerning the negotiated rulemaking, contact Don 
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Essig at don.essig@deq.idaho.gov, (208) 373-0119.

Anyone may submit written comments during this negotiated rulemaking by mail, fax or e-mail at 
the address below. Written comments on the preliminary draft must be received by November 23, 
2005. For information regarding submission of written comments on subsequent drafts of the 
negotiated rule, and to receive the most recent version of the draft negotiated rule, contact the 
undersigned.

DATED this 11th day of October, 2005.

Paula J. Wilson
Hearing Coordinator
Department of Environmental Quality
1410 N. Hilton
Boise, Idaho 83706-1255
(208)373-0418/Fax No. (208)373-0481
paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

010. DEFINITIONS. 
For the purpose of the rules contained in IDAPA 58.01.02, “Water Quality Standards,” the 
following definitions apply: (4-11-06)

01. Acute. Involving a A stimulus severe enough to rapidly induce a rapid response;.
iIn aquatic toxicity tests, a response measuring lethality observed in acute refers to a single or 
short-term (i.e., ninety-six (96) hours or less) is typically considered acute exposure to a 
concentration of a toxic substance or effluent which results in death to fifty percent (50%) of the 
test organisms. When referring to human health, an acute effect is not always measured in terms 
of lethality. (3-20-97)(        )

02. Acute Criteria. Unless otherwise specified in these rules, the maximum 
instantaneous or one (1) hour average concentration of a toxic substance or effluent which ensures 
adequate protection of sensitive species of aquatic organisms from acute toxicity resulting from
due to exposure to the toxic substance or effluent. Acute criteria will are expected to adequately 
protect the designated aquatic life use if not exceeded more than once every three (3) years. The 
terms “acute criteria” and “criterion maximum concentration” (CMC) are equivalent. This is 
also known as the Criterion Maximum Concentration (CMC). There are no specific acute criteria 
for human health; however, the human health criteria are based on chronic health effects and are 
expected to adequately protect against acute effects. (3-15-02)(        )

03. Acute Toxicity. The existence of mortality or injury to aquatic organisms resulting 
from a single or short-term (i.e., ninety-six (96) hours or less) exposure to a substance. As applied 
to toxicity tests, acute toxicity refers to the response of aquatic test organisms to a concentration 
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of a toxic substance or effluent which results in a LC-50. (3-20-97)

043. Aquatic Species. Any plant or animal that lives at least part of its life in the water 
column or benthic portion of waters of the state. (8-24-94)

054. Background. The biological, chemical or physical condition of waters measured 
at a point immediately upstream (up-gradient) of the influence of an individual point or nonpoint 
source discharge. If several discharges to the water exist or if an adequate upstream point of 
measurement is absent, the department will determine where background conditions should be 
measured. (8-24-94)

065. Basin Advisory Group. No less than one advisory group named by the Director, 
in consultation with the designated agencies, for each of the state’s six (6) major river basins 
which shall generally advise the Director on water quality objectives for each basin, work in a 
cooperative manner with the Director to achieve these objectives, and provide general 
coordination of the water quality programs of all public agencies pertinent to each basin. Each 
basin advisory group named by the Director shall reflect a balanced representation of the interests 
in the basin and shall, where appropriate, include representatives from each of the following: 
agriculture, mining, nonmunicipal point source discharge permittees, forest products, local 
government, livestock, Indian tribes (for areas within reservation boundaries), water-based 
recreation, and environmental interests. (3-20-97)

076. Beneficial Use. Any of the various uses which may be made of the water of Idaho, 
including, but not limited to, domestic water supplies, industrial water supplies, agricultural water 
supplies, navigation, recreation in and on the water, wildlife habitat, and aesthetics. The beneficial 
use is dependent upon actual use, the ability of the water to support a non-existing use either now 
or in the future, and its likelihood of being used in a given manner. The use of water for the 
purpose of wastewater dilution or as a receiving water for a waste treatment facility effluent is not 
a beneficial use. (8-24-94)

087. Best Management Practice. A practice or combination of practices, techniques or 
measures developed, or identified, by the designated agency and identified in the state water 
quality management plan which are determined to be the cost-effective and practicable means of 
preventing or reducing the amount of pollution generated by nonpoint sources to a level 
compatible with water quality goals. (3-20-97)

098. Bioaccumulation. The process by which a compound is taken up by, and 
accumulated in the tissues of an aquatic organism from the environment, both from water and 
through food. (8-24-94)

109. Biological Monitoring or Biomonitoring. The use of a biological entity as a 
detector and its response as a measure to determine environmental conditions. Toxicity tests and 
biological surveys, including habitat monitoring, are common biomonitoring methods. (8-24-94)

110. Board. The Idaho Board of Environmental Quality. (7-1-93)

121. Chronic. Involving a A stimulus that lingers persists or continues for a relatively
long period of time, often one-tenth (.01) of relative to the life span or more of an organism. 
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Chronic should be considered a relative term depending on the life span of an organism. The 
measurement of a chronic effect can be reduced growth, reduced reproduction, etc., in addition to 
lethality. In aquatic toxicity tests, chronic refers to continuous exposure to a concentration of a 
toxic substance or effluent which results in mortality, injury, reduced growth, impaired 
reproduction, or other adverse effect to aquatic organisms. The test duration is long enough that 
sub-lethal effects can be reliably measured. When referring to human health, a chronic effect is 
usually measured in terms of estimated changes in rates (# of cases/ 1000 persons) of illness over 
a lifetime of exposure. (8-24-94)(        )

132. Chronic Criteria. Unless otherwise specified in these rules, the four (4) day 
average concentration of a toxic substance or effluent which ensures adequate protection of 
sensitive species of aquatic organisms from chronic toxicity resulting from due to exposure to the 
toxic substance or effluent. Chronic criteria will are expected to adequately protect the designated 
aquatic life use if not exceeded more than once every three (3) years. The terms “chronic 
criteria” and “criterion continuous concentration” (CCC) are equivalent. This is also known as 
the Criterion Continuous Concentration (CCC). Human health chronic criteria are based on 
lifetime exposure. (3-15-02)(        )

153. Compliance Schedule or Schedule Of Compliance. A schedule of remedial 
measures including an enforceable sequence of actions or operations leading to compliance with 
an effluent limitation, other limitation, prohibition, or standard. (8-24-94)

14. Chronic Toxicity. The existence of mortality, injury, reduced growth, impaired 
reproduction, or any other adverse effect on aquatic organisms resulting from a long-term (i.e., 
one-tenth (0.1) or more of the organism's life span) exposure to a substance. As applied to toxicity 
tests, chronic toxicity refers to the response of aquatic organisms to a concentration of a toxic 
substance or effluent which results in an IC-25. Daily Maximum (Minimum). The highest 
(lowest) value measured during one (1) calendar day or a twenty-four (24) hour period, as 
appropriate. For ambient monitoring of dissolved oxygen, pH, and temperature, multiple 
measurements should be obtained at intervals short enough that the difference between 
consecutive measurements around the daily maximum (minimum) is less than zero point two 
(0.2) ppm for dissolved oxygen, zero point one (0.1) SU for pH, or zero point five (0.5) degree C 
for temperature. (8-24-94)(        )

154. Compliance Schedule or Schedule Of Compliance. A schedule of remedial 
measures including an enforceable sequence of actions or operations leading to compliance with 
an effluent limitation, other limitation, prohibition, or standard. (8-24-94)

16. Criterion Continuous Concentration (CCC). Unless otherwise specified in these 
rules, the four (4) day average concentration of a toxic substance or effluent which ensures 
adequate protection of sensitive species of aquatic organisms from chronic toxicity resulting from 
exposure to the toxic substance or effluent. The CCC will adequately protect the designated 
aquatic life use if not exceeded more than once every three (3) years. The terms “criterion 
continuous concentration” and “chronic criteria” are equivalent. (3-15-02)

17. Criterion Maximum Concentration (CMC). Unless otherwise specified in these 
rules, the maximum instantaneous or one (1) hour average concentration of a toxic substance or 
effluent which ensures adequate protection of sensitive species of aquatic organisms from acute 
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toxicity resulting from exposure to the toxic substance or effluent. The CMC will adequately 
protect the designated aquatic life use if not exceeded more than once every three (3) years. The 
terms “criterion maximum concentration” and “acute criteria” are equivalent. (3-15-02)

185. Daily Mean. The average of at least two (2) appropriately spaced measurements, 
acceptable to the department, calculated over a period of one (1) day: (3-20-97)

a. Confidence bounds around the point estimate of the mean may be required to 
determine the sample size necessary to calculate a daily mean; (8-24-94)

b. If any measurement is greater or less than five-tenths (0.5) times the average, 
additional measurements over the one-day period may be needed to obtain a more representative 
average; (3-20-97)

c. In calculating the daily mean for dissolved oxygen, values used in the calculation 
shall not exceed the dissolved oxygen saturation value. If a measured value exceeds the dissolved 
oxygen saturation value, then the dissolved oxygen saturation value will be used in calculating the 
daily mean. (8-24-94)

d. For ambient monitoring of temperature, the daily mean should be calculated from 
equally spaced measurements, at intervals such that the difference between any two (2) 
consecutive measurements does not exceed one point zero (1.0) degree C. (        )

196. Deleterious Material. Any nontoxic substance which may cause the tainting of 
edible species of fish, taste and odors in drinking water supplies, or the reduction of the usability 
of water without causing physical injury to water users or aquatic and terrestrial organisms.

(8-24-94)

2017. Department. The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality. (7-1-93)

218. Design Flow. The critical flow used for steady-state wasteload allocation 
modeling.(8-24-94)

2219. Designated Agency. The department of lands for timber harvest activities, oil and 
gas exploration and development, and mining activities; the soil conservation commission for 
grazing and agricultural activities; the transportation department for public road construction; the 
department of agriculture for aquaculture; and the Department’s division of environmental quality 
for all other activities. (3-20-97)

230. Designated Beneficial Use or Designated Use. Those beneficial uses assigned to 
identified waters in Idaho Department of Environmental Quality Rules, IDAPA 58.01.02, “Water 
Quality Standards and Wastewater Treatment Requirements,” Sections 110 through 160, whether 
or not the uses are being attained. (4-5-00)

241. Desirable Species. Species indigenous to the area or those introduced species 
identified as desirable by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game. (3-15-02)

252. Director. The Director of the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality or his 
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authorized agent. (7-1-93)

263. Discharge. When used without qualification, any spilling, leaking, emitting, 
escaping, leaching, or disposing of a pollutant into the waters of the state. (8-24-94)

274. Dissolved Oxygen (DO). The measure of the amount of oxygen dissolved in the 
water, usually expressed in mg/1. (7-1-93)

285. Dissolved Product. Petroleum product constituents found in solution with water.
(8-24-94)

296. Dynamic Model. A computer simulation model that uses real or derived time 
series data to predict a time series of observed or derived receiving water concentrations. 
Dynamic modeling methods include continuous simulation, Monte Carlo simulations, lognormal 
probability modeling, or other similar statistical or deterministic techniques. (8-24-94)

3027. E. coli (Escherichia coli). A common fecal and intestinal organism of the coliform 
group of bacteria found in warm-blooded animals. (4-5-00)

3128. Effluent. Any wastewater discharged from a treatment facility. (7-1-93)

329. Effluent Biomonitoring. The measurement of the biological effects of effluents 
(e.g., toxicity, biostimulation, bioaccumulation, etc.). (8-24-94)

330. EPA. The United States Environmental Protection Agency. (7-1-93)

341. Ephemeral Waters. A stream, reach, or water body that flows naturally only in 
direct response to precipitation in the immediate watershed and whose channel is at all times 
above the water table. (4-11-06)

352. Existing Beneficial Use or Existing Use. Those beneficial uses actually attained 
in waters on or after November 28, 1975, whether or not they are designated for those waters in 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality Rules, IDAPA 58.01.02, “Water Quality Standards”.

(4-11-06)

363. Facility. As used in Section 850 only, any building, structure, installation, 
equipment, pipe or pipeline, well pit, pond, lagoon, impoundment, ditch, landfill, storage 
container, motor vehicle, rolling stock or aircraft, area, place or property from which an 
unauthorized release of hazardous materials has occurred. (8-24-94)

374. Four Day Average. The mean of the twenty-four (24) hour average values 
calculated over average of all measurements within a period of ninety-six (96) consecutive hours. 
While a minimum of one (1) measurement per each twenty-four (24) hours is preferred, for toxic 
chemicals in Section 210, any number of data points is acceptable. (3-20-97)(        )

385. Free Product. A petroleum product that is present as a nonaqueous phase liquid. 
Free product includes the presence of petroleum greater than one-tenth (0.1) inch as measured on 
the water surface for surface water or the water table for ground water. (7-1-93)
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396. Full Protection, Full Support, or Full Maintenance of Designated Beneficial 
Uses of Water. Compliance with those levels of water quality criteria listed in Sections 200, 210, 
250, 251, 252, 253, and 275 (if applicable) or where no major biological group such as fish, 
macroinvertebrates, or algae has been modified by human activities significantly beyond the 
natural range of the reference streams or conditions approved by the Director in consultation with 
the appropriate basin advisory group. (3-15-02)

4037. Geometric Mean. The geometric mean of “n” quantities is the “nth” root of the 
product of the quantities. (7-1-93)

4138. Ground Water. Subsurface water comprising the zone of saturation. Any water of 
the state which occurs beneath the surface of the earth in a saturated geological formation of rock 
or soil. (8-24-94)(        )

4239. Harmonic Mean Flow. The number of daily flow measurements divided by the 
sum of the reciprocals of the flows (i.e., the reciprocal of the mean of reciprocals). (8-24-94)

430. Hazardous Material. A material or combination of materials which, when 
discharged in any quantity into state waters, presents a substantial present or potential hazard to 
human health, the public health, or the environment. Unless otherwise specified, published guides 
such as Quality Criteria for Water (1976) by EPA, Water Quality Criteria (Second Edition, 1963) 
by the state of California Water Quality Control Board, their subsequent revisions, and more 
recent research papers, regulations and guidelines will be used in identifying individual and 
specific materials and in evaluating the tolerances of the identified materials for the beneficial 
uses indicated. (7-1-93)

441. Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC). A unique eight (8) digit number identifying a 
subbasin. A subbasin is a United States Geological Survey cataloging unit comprised of water 
body units. (4-5-00)

452. Hydrologically-Based Design Flow. A statistically derived receiving water 
design flow based on the selection and identification of an extreme value (e.g., 1Q10, 7Q10). The 
underlying assumption is that the design flow will occur X number of times in Y years, and limits 
the number of years in which one or more excursions below the design flow can occur. (8-24-94)

463. Hypolimnion. The deepest zone bottom layer in a thermally-stratified body of 
water. It is fairly uniform in temperature and lies lays beneath a zone of water which exhibits a 
rapid temperature drop with depth of at least one (1) degree C per meter such that mixing with 
overlying water is inhibited. (3-20-97)(        )

474. Inter-Departmental Coordination. Consultation with those agencies responsible 
for enforcing or administering the practices listed as approved best management practices in 
Subsection 350.03. (7-1-93)

485. Intermittent Waters. A stream, reach, or water body which naturally has a period 
of zero (0) flow for at least one (1) week during most years. Where flow records are available, a 
stream with a 7Q2 hydrologically-based unregulated flow of less than one-tenth (0.1) cubic feet 
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per second (cfs) is considered intermittent. Streams with natural perennial pools containing 
significant aquatic life uses are not intermittent. (4-11-06)

496. LC-50. The toxicant concentration killing fifty percent (50%) of exposed 
organisms at a specific time of observation (e.g., ninety-six (96) hours). (3-20-97)

5047. Load Allocation (LA). The portion of a receiving water's loading capacity that is 
attributed either to one (1) of its existing or future nonpoint sources of pollution or to natural 
background sources. (8-24-94)

5148. Loading Capacity. The greatest amount of pollutant loading that a water can 
receive without violating water quality standards. (8-24-94)

5249. Lower Water Quality. A measurable and adverse anthropogenic change in a 
chemical, physical, or biological parameter of water relevant to a beneficial use, and which can be 
expressed numerically. Measurable change is may be determined by a statistically significant 
difference between sample means using standard methods for analysis and statistical 
interpretation appropriate to the parameter. Statistical significance is defined as the ninety-five 
percent (95%) confidence limit when significance is not otherwise defined for the parameter in 
standard methods or practices. (3-20-97)(        )

530. Lowest Observed Effect Concentration (LOEC). The lowest concentration of a 
toxicant substance or an effluent that results in observable adverse effects in the aquatic test 
population. (8-24-94)(        )

541. Man-Made Waterways. Canals, flumes, ditches, wasteways, drains, laterals, and/
or similar associated features, constructed for the purpose of water conveyance. This may include 
channels modified for such purposes prior to November 28, 1975. These waterways may have 
uniform and rectangular cross-sections, straight channels, follow rather than cross topographic 
contours, be lined to reduce water loss, and be operated or maintained to promote water 
conveyance. (7-1-93)(        )

552. Maximum Weekly Maximum Temperature (MWMT). The weekly maximum 
temperature (WMT) is the mean of daily maximum temperatures measured over a consecutive 
seven (7) day period ending on the day of calculation. When used seasonally, e.g., spawning 
periods, the first applicable WMT occurs on the seventh day into the time period. The MWMT is 
the single highest WMT that occurs during a given year or other period of interest, e.g., a 
spawning period. (3-15-02)(        )

563. Milligrams Per Liter (mg/l). Milligrams of solute per liter of solution, equivalent 
to parts per million, assuming unit density. (7-1-93)

574. Mixing Zone. A defined area or volume of the receiving water surrounding or 
adjacent to a wastewater discharge where the receiving water, as a result of the discharge, may not 
meet all applicable water quality criteria or standards. It is considered a place where wastewater 
mixes with receiving water and not as a place where effluents are treated. (7-1-93)

585. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). Point source 

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Docket No. 58-0102-0505
Water Quality Standards PENDING RULE

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT Page 78 2007 PENDING RULE

permitting program established pursuant to Section 402 of the federal Clean Water Act. (8-24-94)

596. Natural Background Conditions. No measurable change in The physical, 
chemical, biological, or radiological conditions existing in a water body without human sources 
of pollution within the watershed. Natural disturbances including, but not limited to, wildfire, 
geologic disturbance, diseased vegetation, or flow extremes that affect the physical, chemical, 
and biological integrity of the water are part of natural background conditions. Natural 
background conditions should be described and evaluated taking into account this inherent 
variability with time and place. (3-15-02)(        )

6057. Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU). A measure of turbidity based on a 
comparison of the intensity of the light scattered by the sample under defined conditions with the 
intensity of the light scattered by a standard reference suspension under the same conditions.

(8-24-94)

6158. Nonpoint Source Activities. Activities on a geographical area on which pollutants 
are deposited or dissolved or suspended in water applied to or incident on that area, the resultant 
mixture being discharged into the waters of the state. Nonpoint source activities on ORWs do not 
include issuance of water rights permits or licenses, allocation of water rights, operation of 
diversions, or impoundments. Nonpoint sources activities include, but are not limited to:

(3-20-97)

a. Irrigated and nonirrigated lands used for: (7-1-93)

i. Grazing; (7-1-93)

ii. Crop production; (7-1-93)

iii. Silviculture; (7-1-93)

b. Log storage or rafting; (7-1-93)

c. Construction sites; (7-1-93)

d. Recreation sites; (3-20-97)

e. Septic tank disposal fields. (8-24-94)

f. Mining; (3-20-97)

g. Runoff from storms or other weather related events; and (3-20-97)

h. Other activities not subject to regulation under the federal national pollutant 
discharge elimination system. (3-20-97)

6259. Nuisance. Anything which is injurious to the public health or an obstruction to the 
free use, in the customary manner, of any waters of the state. (7-1-93)

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Docket No. 58-0102-0505
Water Quality Standards PENDING RULE

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT Page 79 2007 PENDING RULE

630. Nutrients. The major substances necessary for the growth and reproduction of 
aquatic plant life, consisting of nitrogen, phosphorus, and carbon compounds. (7-1-93)

641. One Day Minimum. The lowest daily instantaneous value measured. (3-20-97)

652. One Hour Average. The mean of at least two (2) appropriately spaced 
measurements, as determined by the Department, calculated over a period of one (1) hour. When 
three (3) or more measurements have been taken, and if any measurement is greater or less than 
five-tenths (0.5) times the mean, additional measurements over the one-hour period may be 
needed to obtain a more representative mean. (3-20-97)

663. Operator. For purposes of Sections 851 and 852, any person presently or who was 
at any time during a release in control of, or having responsibility for, the daily operation of the 
petroleum storage tank (PST) system. (4-2-03)

674. Outstanding Resource Water (ORW). A high quality water, such as water of 
national and state parks and wildlife refuges and water of exceptional recreational or ecological 
significance, which has been designated by the legislature and subsequently listed in this chapter. 
ORW constitutes an outstanding national or state resource that requires protection from point and 
nonpoint source activities that may lower water quality. (3-20-97)

685. Outstanding Resource Water Mixing Zone. An area or volume of an ORW 
where pollutants are allowed to mix with the ORW receiving water at a location distinct from the 
sampling point where compliance with ORW quality standards is measured. An ORW mixing 
zone will be downstream from the discharge of a tributary or a segment immediately upstream 
which contains man caused pollutants as a result of nonpoint source activities occurring on that 
tributary or segment. As a result of the discharge, the mixing zone may not meet all water quality 
standards applicable to the ORW, but shall still be protected for existing beneficial uses. The 
Department, after consideration of input from interested parties, will determine the size, 
configuration and location of mixing zones which are necessary to meet the requirements of this 
chapter. (7-1-93)

696. Owner. For purposes of Sections 851 and 852, any person who owns or owned a 
petroleum storage tank (PST) system any time during a release and the current owner of the 
property where the PST system is or was located. (4-2-03)

7067. Person. An individual, public or private corporation, partnership, association, 
firm, joint stock company, joint venture, trust, estate, state, municipality, commission, political 
subdivision of the state, state or federal agency, department or instrumentality, special district, 
interstate body or any legal entity, which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties.

(3-20-97)

7168. Petroleum Products. Products derived from petroleum through various refining 
processes. (7-1-93)

7269. Petroleum Storage Tank (PST) System. Any one (1) or combination of storage 
tanks or other containers, including pipes connected thereto, dispensing equipment, and other 
connected ancillary equipment, and stationary or mobile equipment, that contains petroleum or a 
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mixture of petroleum with de minimis quantities of other regulated substances. (7-1-93)

730. Point Source. Any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including, but 
not limited to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling 
stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, or vessel or other floating craft, from which 
pollutants are, or may be, discharged. This term does not include return flows from irrigated 
agriculture, discharges from dams and hydroelectric generating facilities or any source or activity 
considered a nonpoint source by definition. (7-1-93)

741. Pollutant. Dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, garbage, 
sewage sludge, munitions, chemical waste, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, 
wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand, silt, cellar dirt; and industrial, municipal and 
agricultural waste, gases entrained in water; or other materials which, when discharged to water in 
excessive quantities, cause or contribute to water pollution. Provided however, biological 
materials shall not include live or occasional dead fish that may accidentally escape into the 
waters of the state from aquaculture facilities. (3-20-97)

752. Project Plans. Documents which describe actions to be taken under a proposed 
activity. These documents include environmental impact statements, environmental assessments, 
and other land use or resource management plans. (7-1-93)

763. Public Swimming Beaches. Areas indicated by features such as signs, swimming 
docks, diving boards, slides, or the like, boater exclusion zones, map legends, collection of a fee 
for beach use, or any other unambiguous invitation to public swimming. Privately owned 
swimming docks or the like which are not open to the general public are not included in this 
definition. (4-11-06)

774. Receiving Waters. Those waters which receive pollutants from point or nonpoint 
sources. (7-1-93)

785. Reference Stream or Condition. A water body which represents the minimum 
conditions necessary to fully support the applicable designated beneficial uses as further specified 
in these rules, or natural conditions with few impacts from human activities and which are 
representative of the highest level of support attainable in the basin. In highly mineralized areas or 
in the absence of such reference streams or water bodies, the Director, in consultation with the 
basin advisory group and the technical advisors to it, may define appropriate hypothetical 
reference conditions or may use monitoring data specific to the site in question to determine 
conditions in which the beneficial uses are fully supported. (3-20-97)

796. Release. Any unauthorized spilling, leaking, emitting, discharging, escaping, 
leaching, or disposing into soil, ground water, or surface water. (8-24-94)

8077. Resident Species. Those species that commonly occur in a site including those 
that occur only seasonally or intermittently. This includes the species, genera, families, orders, 
classes, and phyla that: (8-24-94)

a. Are usually present at the site; (8-24-94)
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b. Are present only seasonally due to migration; (8-24-94)

c. Are present intermittently because they periodically return or extend their ranges 
into the site; (8-24-94)

d. Were present at the site in the past but are not currently due to degraded conditions, 
and are expected to be present at the site when conditions improve; and (8-24-94)

e. Are present in nearby bodies of water but are not currently present at the site due to 
degraded conditions, and are expected to be present at the site when conditions improve.

(8-24-94)

8178. Responsible Persons in Charge. Any person who: (8-24-94)

a. By any acts or omissions, caused, contributed to or exacerbated an unauthorized 
release of hazardous materials; (8-24-94)

b. Owns or owned the facility from which the unauthorized release occurred and the 
current owner of the property where the facility is or was located; or (8-24-94)

c. Presently or who was at any time during an unauthorized release in control of, or 
had responsibility for, the daily operation of the facility from which an unauthorized release 
occurred. (8-24-94)

79. Sediment. Undissolved inorganic matter. (        )

820. Seven Day Mean. The average of the daily mean values calculated over a period 
of seven (7) consecutive days. (3-20-97)

831. Sewage. The water-carried human or animal waste from residences, buildings, 
industrial establishments or other places, together with such ground water infiltration and surface 
water as may be present. (8-24-94)

842. Short-Term or Temporary Activity. An activity which is as short as possible but 
lasts for no more than one (1) year, is limited in scope and is expected to have only minimal 
impact on water quality as determined by the Director. Short-term or temporary activities include, 
but are not limited to, those activities described in Subsection 080.02. (3-20-97)(        )

853. Silviculture. Those activities associated with the regeneration, growing and 
harvesting of trees and timber including, but not limited to, disposal of logging slash, preparing 
sites for new stands of trees to be either planted or allowed to regenerate through natural means, 
road construction and road maintenance, drainage of surface water which inhibits tree growth or 
logging operations, fertilization, application of herbicides or pesticides, all logging operations, 
and all forest management techniques employed to enhance the growth of stands of trees or 
timber. (3-20-97)

864. Sludge. The semi-liquid mass produced by partial dewatering of potable or spent 
process waters or wastewater. (7-1-93)
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875. Special Resource Water. Those specific segments or bodies of water which are 
recognized as needing intensive protection: (7-1-93)

a. To preserve outstanding or unique characteristics; or (7-1-93)

b. To maintain current beneficial use. (7-1-93)

886. Specialized Best Management Practices. Those practices designed with 
consideration of geology, land type, soil type, erosion hazard, climate and cumulative effects in 
order to fully protect the beneficial uses of water, and to prevent or reduce the pollution generated 
by nonpoint sources. (3-3-87)

897. State. The state of Idaho. (7-1-93)

9088. State Water Quality Management Plan. The state management plan developed 
and updated by the Department in accordance with Sections 205, 208, and 303 of the Clean Water 
Act. (3-20-97)

9189. Suspended Sediment. Organic and The undissolved inorganic particulate
fraction of matter which has been removed from its site of origin and measured while suspended 
in surface water. (7-1-93)(        )

90. Suspended Solids. The undissolved organic and inorganic matter suspended in 
surface water. (        )

921. Technology-Based Effluent Limitation. Treatment requirements under Section 
301(b) of the Clean Water Act that represent the minimum level of control that must be imposed 
in a permit issued under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act. (8-24-94)

932. Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). The sum of the individual wasteload 
allocations (WLAs) for point sources, load allocations (LAs) for nonpoint sources, and natural 
background. Such load shall be established at a level necessary to implement the applicable water 
quality standards with seasonal variations and a margin of safety which takes into account any 
lack of knowledge concerning the relationship between effluent limitations and water quality.

(8-24-94)

943. Toxicity Test. A procedure used to determine the toxicity of a chemical or an 
effluent using living organisms. A toxicity test measures the degree of response of an exposed test 
organism to a specific chemical or effluent. (8-24-94)

954. Toxic Substance. Any substance, material or disease-causing agent, or a 
combination thereof, which after discharge to waters of the State and upon exposure, ingestion, 
inhalation or assimilation into any organism (including humans), either directly from the 
environment or indirectly by ingestion through food chains, will cause death, disease, behavioral 
abnormalities, malignancy, genetic mutation, physiological abnormalities (including malfunctions 
in reproduction) or physical deformations in affected organisms or their offspring. Toxic 
substances include, but are not limited to, the one hundred twenty-six (126) priority pollutants 
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identified by EPA pursuant to Section 307(a) of the federal Clean Water Act. (8-24-94)

965. Treatment. A process or activity conducted for the purpose of removing pollutants 
from wastewater. (7-1-93)

976. Treatment System. Any physical facility or land area for the purpose of 
collecting, treating, neutralizing or stabilizing pollutants including treatment by disposal plants, 
the necessary intercepting, outfall and outlet sewers, pumping stations integral to such plants or 
sewers, equipment and furnishing thereof and their appurtenances. A treatment system may also 
be known as a treatment facility. (4-11-06)

987. Twenty-Four Hour Average. The mean of at least two (2) appropriately spaced 
measurements, as determined by the Department, calculated over a period of twenty-four (24) 
consecutive hours. When three (3) or more measurements have been taken, and if any 
measurement is greater or less than five-tenths (0.5) times the mean, additional measurements 
over the twenty-four (24)-hour period may be needed to obtain a more representative mean.

(3-20-97)

998. Unique Ecological Significance. The attribute of any stream or water body which 
is inhabited or supports an endangered or threatened species of plant or animal or a species of 
special concern identified by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, which provides 
anadromous fish passage, or which provides spawning or rearing habitat for anadromous or 
desirable species of lake dwelling fishes. (8-24-94)

10099. Wasteload Allocation (WLA). The portion of a receiving water's loading capacity 
that is allocated to one of its existing or future point sources of pollution. (8-24-94)

1010. Wastewater. Unless otherwise specified, sewage, industrial waste, agricultural 
waste, and associated solids or combinations of these, whether treated or untreated, together with 
such water as is present. 

(7-1-93)

1021. Water Body Unit. Includes all named and unnamed tributaries within a drainage 
and is considered a single unit unless designated otherwise. (4-5-00)

1032. Water Pollution. Any alteration of the physical, thermal, chemical, biological, or 
radioactive properties of any waters of the state, or the discharge of any pollutant into the waters 
of the state, which will or is likely to create a nuisance or to render such waters harmful, 
detrimental or injurious to public health, safety or welfare, or to fish and wildlife, or to domestic, 
commercial, industrial, recreational, aesthetic, or other beneficial uses. (8-24-94)

1043. Water Quality-Based Effluent Limitation. An effluent limitation that refers to 
specific levels of water quality that are expected to render a body of water suitable for its 
designated or existing beneficial uses. (8-24-94)

1054. Water Quality Limited Water Body. After monitoring, evaluation of required 
pollution controls, and consultation with the appropriate basin and watershed advisory groups, a 
water body identified by the Department, which does not meet applicable water quality standards, 
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and/or is not expected to meet applicable water quality standards after the application of required 
pollution controls. A water body identified as water quality limited shall require the development 
of a TMDL or other equivalent process in accordance with Section 303 of the Clean Water Act 
and Sections 39-3601 et seq., Idaho Code. (3-20-97)

1065. Waters And Waters Of The State. All the accumulations of water, surface and 
underground, natural and artificial, public and private, or parts thereof which are wholly or 
partially within, which flow through or border upon the state. (7-1-93)

1076. Watershed. The land area from which water flows into a stream or other body of 
water which drains the area. (3-20-97)

1087. Watershed Advisory Group. An advisory group appointed by the Director, with 
the advice of the appropriate Basin Advisory Group, which will recommend to the Department 
those specific actions needed to control point and nonpoint sources of pollution affecting water 
quality limited water bodies within the watershed. Members of each watershed advisory group 
shall be representative of the industries and interests affected by the management of that 
watershed, along with representatives of local government and the land managing or regulatory 
agencies with an interest in the management of that watershed and the quality of the water bodies 
within it. (3-20-97)

1098. Whole-Effluent Toxicity. The aggregate toxic effect of an effluent measured 
directly with a toxicity test. (8-24-94)

1109. Zone of Initial Dilution (ZID). An area within a Department authorized mixing 
zone where acute criteria may be exceeded. This area should be as small as practicable and assure 
that drifting organisms are not exposed to acute concentrations for more than one (1) hour more 
than once in three (3) years. The actual size of the ZID will be determined by the Department for 
a discharge on a case-by-case basis, taking into consideration mixing zone modeling and 
associated size recommendations and any other pertinent chemical, physical, and biological data 
available. (4-11-06)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

053. BENEFICIAL USE SUPPORT STATUS.
In determining whether a water body fully supports designated and existing beneficial uses, the 
Department shall determine whether all of the applicable water quality standards are being 
achieved, including any criteria developed pursuant to these rules, and whether a healthy, 
balanced biological community is present. The Department shall utilize biological and aquatic 
habitat parameters listed below and in the current version of the “Water Body Assessment 
Guidance”, as published by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality, as a guide to assist 
in the assessment of beneficial use status. Revisions to this guidance will be made after notice and 
an opportunity for public comment. These parameters are not to be considered or treated as 
individual water quality criteria or otherwise interpreted or applied as water quality standards. 
The Department shall employ a weight of evidence approach in evaluating a combination of water 
quality data types (including, but not limited to, aquatic habitat and biological parameters), when 
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such a combination of data are available, in making its final use support determination.
(4-5-00)(        )

01. Aquatic Habitat Parameters. These parameters may include, but are not limited 
to, stream width, stream depth, stream shade, measurements of sediment impacts, bank stability, 
water flows, and other physical characteristics of the stream that affect habitat for fish, 
macroinvertebrates or other aquatic life; and. (3-20-97)(        )

02. Biological Parameters. These parameters may include, but are not limited to, 
evaluation of aquatic macroinvertebrates including Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera and Trichoptera 
(EPT), Hilsenhoff Biotic Index, measures of functional feeding groups, and the variety and 
number of fish or other aquatic life to determine biological community diversity and functionality.

(3-20-97)

03. Use of Data Regarding pH, Turbidity, Dissolved Oxygen, and Temperature. In 
making use support determinations, the Department may give less weight to departures from 
criteria in Section 250 for pH, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, and temperature that are infrequent, 
brief, and small if aquatic habitat and biological data indicate to the assessor that aquatic life 
beneficial uses are otherwise supported. Unless otherwise determined by the Department, 
“infrequent” means less than ten percent (10%) of valid, applicable, representative measurements 
when continuous data are available; “brief” means two (2) hours or less; and “small” means 
conditions that avoid acute effects. Subsection 053.03 only applies to use of this data for 
determination of beneficial use support status. Subsection 053.03 does not apply to or affect the 
application of criteria for any other regulatory purpose including, but not limited to, determining 
whether a particular discharge or activity violates water quality standards. (        )

034. Natural Conditions. There is no impairment of beneficial uses or violation of 
water quality standards where natural background conditions exceed any applicable water quality 
criteria as determined by the Department, and such natural background conditions shall not, 
alone, be the basis for placing a water body on the list of water quality limited water bodies 
described in Section 054. (3-15-02)

05. Rigor, Quality and Relevance of Data. In making any use support determination, 
the Department shall consider the scientific rigor associated with the collection of samples or data 
(e.g., the scientific methods used to collect samples or data); the quality of measurements and/or 
analysis of the samples (e.g., methodology, instrumentation, accuracy, precision, and limits of 
detection where applicable); and the relevance of the data (e.g., the relationship to a water quality 
standard, beneficial use or cause of impairment, and how representative the samples or data are of 
the water body in question). (        )

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

100. SURFACE WATER USE DESIGNATIONS.
Waterbodies are designated in Idaho to protect water quality for existing or designated uses. The 
designated use of a waterbody does not imply any rights to access or ability to conduct any 
activity related to the use designation, nor does it imply that an activity is safe. For example, a 
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designation of primary or secondary contact recreation may occur in areas where it is unsafe to 
enter the water due to water flows, depth or other hazardous conditions. Another example is that 
aquatic life uses may be designated in areas that are closed to fishing or access is not allowed by 
property owners. Wherever attainable, the designated beneficial uses for which the surface waters 
of the state are to be protected include: (3-15-02)

01. Aquatic Life. (7-1-93)

a. Cold water (COLD): water quality appropriate for the protection and maintenance 
of a viable aquatic life community for cold water species. (4-5-00)

b. Salmonid spawning (SS): waters which provide or could provide a habitat for 
active self-propagating populations of salmonid fishes. (7-1-93)(        )

c. Seasonal cold water (SC): water quality appropriate for the protection and 
maintenance of a viable aquatic life community of cool and cold water species, where cold water 
aquatic life may be absent during, or tolerant of, seasonally warm temperatures. (4-5-00)

d. Warm water (WARM): water quality appropriate for the protection and 
maintenance of a viable aquatic life community for warm water species. (4-5-00)

e. Modified (MOD): water quality appropriate for an aquatic life community that is 
limited due to one (1) or more conditions set forth in 40 CFR 131.10(g) which preclude 
attainment of reference streams or conditions. (4-5-00)

02. Recreation. (7-1-93)

a. Primary contact recreation (PCR): water quality appropriate for prolonged and 
intimate contact by humans or for recreational activities when the ingestion of small quantities of 
water is likely to occur. Such activities include, but are not restricted to, those used for swimming, 
water skiing, or skin diving. (4-5-00)

b. Secondary contact recreation (SCR): water quality appropriate for recreational 
uses on or about the water and which are not included in the primary contact category. These 
activities may include fishing, boating, wading, infrequent swimming, and other activities where 
ingestion of raw water is not likely to occur. (4-5-00)

03. Water Supply. (7-1-93)

a. Domestic: water quality appropriate for drinking water supplies. (4-5-00)

b. Agricultural: water quality appropriate for the irrigation of crops or as drinking 
water for livestock. This use applies to all surface waters of the state. (4-5-00)

c. Industrial: water quality appropriate for industrial water supplies. This use applies 
to all surface waters of the state. (4-5-00)

04. Wildlife Habitats. Water quality appropriate for wildlife habitats. This use applies 
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to all surface waters of the state. (4-5-00)

05. Aesthetics. This use applies to all surface waters of the state. (7-1-93)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

200. GENERAL SURFACE WATER QUALITY CRITERIA. 
The following general water quality criteria apply to all surface waters of the state, in addition to 
the water quality criteria set forth for specifically designated waters. (4-5-00)

01. Hazardous Materials. Surface waters of the state shall be free from hazardous 
materials in concentrations found to be of public health significance or to impair designated 
beneficial uses. These materials do not include suspended sediment produced as a result of 
nonpoint source activities. (8-24-94)

02. Toxic Substances. Surface waters of the state shall be free from toxic substances 
in concentrations that impair designated beneficial uses. These substances do not include 
suspended sediment produced as a result of nonpoint source activities. (8-24-94)

03. Deleterious Materials. Surface waters of the state shall be free from deleterious 
materials in concentrations that impair designated beneficial uses. These materials do not include 
suspended sediment produced as a result of nonpoint source activities. (8-24-94)

04. Radioactive Materials. (7-1-93)

a. Radioactive materials or radioactivity shall not exceed the values listed in the 
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 10, Chapter 1, Part 20, Appendix B, Table 2, Effluent 
Concentrations, Column 2. (8-24-94)

b. Radioactive materials or radioactivity shall not exceed concentrations required to 
meet the standards set forth in Title 10, Chapter 1, Part 20, of the Code of Federal Regulations for 
maximum exposure of critical human organs in the case of foodstuffs harvested from these waters 
for human consumption. (7-1-93)

05. Floating, Suspended or Submerged Matter. Surface waters of the state shall be 
free from floating, suspended, or submerged matter of any kind in concentrations causing 
nuisance or objectionable conditions or that may impair designated beneficial uses. This matter 
does not include suspended sediment produced as a result of nonpoint source activities. (8-24-94)

06. Excess Nutrients. Surface waters of the state shall be free from excess nutrients 
that can cause visible slime growths or other nuisance aquatic growths impairing designated 
beneficial uses. (8-24-94)

07. Oxygen-Demanding Materials. Surface waters of the state shall be free from 
oxygen-demanding materials in concentrations that would result in an anaerobic water condition.
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(7-1-93)

08. Sediment. Sediment shall not exceed quantities specified in Sections 250 and 252, 
or, in the absence of specific sediment criteria, quantities which impair designated beneficial uses. 
Determinations of impairment shall be based on water quality monitoring and surveillance and 
the information utilized as described in Section 350. (4-5-00)

09. Natural Background Conditions as Criteria. When natural background 
conditions exceed any applicable water quality criteria set forth in Sections 210, 250, 251, 252, or 
253, the applicable water quality criteria shall not apply; instead, pollutant levels shall not exceed 
the there shall be no lowering of water quality from natural background conditions. Provided, 
however, except that temperature levels may be increased above natural background conditions 
when allowed under Section 401. (3-15-02)(        )

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

250. SURFACE WATER QUALITY CRITERIA FOR AQUATIC LIFE USE 
DESIGNATIONS.

01. General Criteria. The following criteria apply to all aquatic life use designations. 
Surface waters are not to vary from the following characteristics due to human activities:

(3-15-02)

a. Hydrogen Ion Concentration (pH) values within the range of six point five (6.5) to 
nine point zero (9.0); (3-30-01)

b. The total concentration of dissolved gas not exceeding one hundred and ten 
percent (110%) of saturation at atmospheric pressure at the point of sample collection; (7-1-93)

02. Cold Water. Waters designated for cold water aquatic life are not to vary from the 
following characteristics due to human activities: (3-15-02)

a. Dissolved Oxygen Concentrations exceeding six (6) mg/l at all times. In lakes and 
reservoirs this standard does not apply to: (7-1-93)

i. The bottom twenty percent (20%) of water depth in natural lakes and reservoirs 
where depths are thirty-five (35) meters or less. (7-1-93)

ii. The bottom seven (7) meters of water depth in natural lakes and reservoirs where 
depths are greater than thirty-five (35) meters. (7-1-93)

iii. Those waters of the hypolimnion in stratified lakes and reservoirs. (7-1-93)

b. Water temperatures of twenty-two (22) degrees C or less with a maximum daily 
average of no greater than nineteen (19) degrees C. (8-24-94)
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c. Temperature in lakes shall have no measurable change from natural background 
conditions. Reservoirs with mean detention times of greater than fifteen (15) days are considered 
lakes for this purpose. (3-15-02)

d. Ammonia. The following criteria are not to be exceeded dependent upon the 
temperature, T (degrees C), and pH of the water body: (3-15-02)

i. Acute Criterion (Criterion Maximum Concentration (CMC)). The one (1) hour 
average concentration of total ammonia nitrogen (in mg N/L) is not to exceed, more than once 
every three (3) years, the value calculated using the following equation:

(3-15-02)

ii. Chronic Criterion (Criterion Continuous Concentration (CCC)). (3-15-02)

(1) The thirty (30) day average concentration of total ammonia nitrogen (in mg N/L) is 
not to exceed, more than once every three (3) years, the value calculated using the following 
equations: (3-15-02)

(a) When fish early life stages are likely present:

(3-15-02)

(b) When fish early life stages are likely absent:

(3-15-02)

(2) The highest four-day (4) average within the thirty-day (30) period should not 
exceed two point five (2.5) times the CCC. (3-15-02)

(3) Because the Department presumes that many waters in the state may have both 
spring-spawning and fall-spawning species of fish present, early life stages of fish may be present 
throughout much of the year. Accordingly, the Department will apply the CCC for when fish early 
life stages are present at all times of the year unless: (3-15-02)

(a) Time frames during the year are identified when early life stages are unlikely to be 
present, and (3-15-02)
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(b) The Department is provided all readily available information supporting this 
finding such as the fish species distributions, spawning periods, nursery periods, and the duration 
of early life stages found in the water body; and (3-15-02)

(c) The Department determines early life stages are likely absent. (3-15-02)

e. Turbidity, below any applicable mixing zone set by the Department, shall not 
exceed background turbidity by more than fifty (50) NTU instantaneously or more than twenty-
five (25) NTU for more than ten (10) consecutive days. (8-24-94)

f. Salmonid sSpawning:. The Department shall determine spawning periods on a 
waterbody specific basis taking into account knowledge of local fisheries biologists, published 
literature, records of the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, and other appropriate records of 
spawning and incubation, as further described in the current version of the “Water Body 
Assessment Guidance” published by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality. wWaters 
designated for salmonid spawning, in areas used for spawning and during the time spawning and 
incubation occurs, are not to exhibit vary from the following characteristics during the spawning 
period and incubation for the particular species inhabiting those waters due to human activities:

(7-1-93)(        )

i.  Dissolved Oxygen. (8-24-94)

(1) Intergravel Dissolved Oxygen. (8-24-94)

(a) One (1) day minimum of not less than five point zero (5.0) mg/l. (8-24-94)

(b) Seven (7) day average mean of not less than six point zero (6.0) mg/l. (8-24-94)

(2) Water-Column Dissolved Oxygen. (8-24-94)

(a) One (1) day minimum of not less than six point zero (6.0) mg/l or ninety percent 
(90%) of saturation, whichever is greater. (8-24-94)

ii. Water temperatures of thirteen (13) degrees C or less with a maximum daily 
average no greater than nine (9) degrees C. (8-24-94)

g. Bull Trout Temperature Criteria. Water temperatures for the waters identified 
under Subsection 250.02.g.i. shall not exceed thirteen degrees Celsius (13C) maximum weekly 
maximum temperature (MWMT) during June, July and August for juvenile bull trout rearing, and 
nine degrees Celsius (9C) daily average during September and October for bull trout spawning. 
For the purposes of measuring these criteria, the values shall be generated from a recording device 
with a minimum of six (6) evenly spaced measurements in a twenty-four (24) hour period. The 
MWMT is the mean of daily maximum water temperatures measured over the annual warmest 
consecutive seven (7) day period occurring during a given year. (3-30-01)

i. The bull trout temperature criteria shall apply to all tributary waters, not including 
fifth order main stem rivers, located within areas above fourteen hundred (1400) meters elevation 
south of the Salmon River basin-Clearwater River basin divide, and above six hundred (600) 
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meters elevation north of the Salmon River basin-Clearwater River basin divide, in the fifty-nine 
(59) Key Watersheds listed in Table 6, Appendix F of Governor Batt’s State of Idaho Bull Trout 
Conservation Plan, 1996, or as designated under Sections 110 through 160 of this rule.

(3-23-98)

ii. No thermal discharges will be permitted to the waters described under Subsection 
250.02.g.i. unless socially and economically justified as determined by the Department, and then 
only if the resultant increase in stream temperature is less than five-tenths degrees Celsius (0.5C).

(4-5-00)

h. Kootenai River sturgeon temperature criteria. Water temperatures within the 
Kootenai River from Bonners Ferry to Shorty’s Island, shall not exceed a seven (7) day moving 
average of fourteen degrees celsius (14C) based on daily average water temperatures, during May 
1 through July 1. (3-23-98)

03. Seasonal Cold Water. Between the summer solstice and autumn equinox, waters 
designated for seasonal cold water aquatic life are not to vary from the following characteristics 
due to human activities. For the period from autumn equinox to summer solstice the cold water 
criteria will apply: (3-15-02)

a. Dissolved Oxygen Concentrations exceeding six (6) mg/l at all times. In lakes and 
reservoirs this standard does not apply to: (4-5-00)

i. The bottom twenty percent (20%) of water depth in natural lakes and reservoirs 
where depths are thirty-five (35) meters or less. (4-5-00)

ii. The bottom seven (7) meters of water depth in natural lakes and reservoirs where 
depths are greater than thirty-five (35) meters. (4-5-00)

iii. Those waters of the hypolimnion in stratified lakes and reservoirs. (4-5-00)

b. Water temperatures of twenty-six (26) degrees C or less as a daily maximum with a 
daily average of no greater than twenty-three (23) degrees C. (3-30-01)

c. Temperature in lakes shall have no measurable change from natural background 
conditions. Reservoirs with mean detention times of greater than fifteen (15) days are considered 
lakes for this purpose. (3-15-02)

d. Ammonia. Concentration of ammonia are not to exceed the criteria defined at 
Subsection 250.02.d. (3-15-02)

04. Warm Water. Waters designated for warm water aquatic life are not to exhibit
vary from the following characteristics due to human activities: (4-5-00)(        )

a. Dissolved oxygen concentrations exceeding five (5) mg/l at all times. In lakes and 
reservoirs this standard does not apply to: (7-1-93)

i. The bottom twenty percent (20%) of the water depth in natural lakes and reservoirs 
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where depths are thirty-five (35) meters or less. (7-1-93)

ii. The bottom seven (7) meters of water depth in natural lakes and reservoirs where 
depths are greater than thirty-five (35) meters. (7-1-93)

iii. Those waters of the hypolimnion in stratified lakes and reservoirs. (7-1-93)

b. Water temperatures of thirty-three (33) degrees C or less with a maximum daily 
average not greater than twenty-nine (29) degrees C. (8-24-94)

c. Temperature in lakes shall have no measurable change from natural background 
conditions. Reservoirs with mean detention times of greater than fifteen (15) days are considered 
lakes for this purpose. (3-15-02)

d. Ammonia. The following criteria are to be met dependent upon the temperature, T 
(degrees C), and pH of the water body: (3-15-02)

i. Acute Criterion (Criterion Maximum Concentration (CMC)). The one (1) hour 
average concentration of total ammonia nitrogen (in mg N/L) is not to exceed, more than once 
every three (3) years, the value calculated using the following equation: 

(3-15-02)

ii. Chronic Criterion (Criterion Continuous Concentration (CCC)). Concentrations of 
ammonia are not to exceed the criteria defined at Subsection 250.02.d.ii. (3-15-02)

05. Modified. Water quality criteria for modified aquatic life will be determined on a 
case-by-case basis reflecting the chemical, physical, and biological levels necessary to attain the 
existing aquatic life community. These criteria, when determined, will be adopted into these rules.

(3-15-02)
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IDAPA 58 - DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

58.01.11 - GROUND WATER QUALITY RULE

DOCKET NO. 58-0111-0601

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the Board of Environmental Quality (Board) 
and is now pending review by the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending 
rule will become final and effective immediately upon the adjournment sine die of the First 
Regular Session of the Fifty-ninth Idaho Legislature unless prior to that date the rule is rejected, 
amended or modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Idaho Code Sections 67-5224 
and 67-5291.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that the 
Board has adopted a pending rule. This action is authorized by Sections 39-105, 39-107, 39-120 
and 39-126, Idaho Code. 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: A detailed summary of the reason for adopting the rule is set 
forth in the initial proposal published in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin, July 5, 2006, 
Vol. 06-7, pages 95 through 105. The agency received no public comments; however, a 
correction has been made to the proposed rule publication error in the footnote for total 
coliform (Subsection 200.01.a.). In the second sentence of the footnote, “and” has been 
changed to “or.” The remainder of the rule has been adopted as initially proposed. The 
Rulemaking and Public Comment Summary can be obtained at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/
rules/groundwater/58_0111_0601_pending.cfm or by contacting the undersigned.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, provides 
that DEQ must meet certain requirements when it formulates and recommends rules which are 
broader in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations. There is no federal law or 
regulation that is comparable to the Ground Water Quality Rule. Therefore, the changes to the rule 
are not broader in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations. 

Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, also applies to a rule which “proposes to regulate an activity not 
regulated by the federal government.” This rule may be used to regulate an activity not regulated 
by the federal government. The following is a summary of additional information required by 
Sections 39-107D(3) and (4), Idaho Code. Information relating to Section 39-107D(2) has also 
been provided. The requirements set forth in this rule are based upon best available peer reviewed 
science and studies and analyses conducted by other states, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), and professional scientific and medical journals. The referenced studies 
and analyses will be included in the rulemaking record and can be reviewed during the public 
comment period for further detailed information regarding health effects.

Section 39-107D(2)(a), Idaho Code. To the degree that a department action is based on 
science the department shall utilize the best available peer reviewed science and supporting 
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studies conducted in accordance with sound objective scientific practices.
The presence of E. coli or fecal coliform in water is universally accepted as evidence that the 
water has been contaminated with the fecal material of man or other animals. Fecal contamination 
is an indicator that a potential health risk exists for individuals exposed to or ingesting this water. 
The requirements set forth in this rule are based upon best available peer reviewed science and 
studies and analyses conducted by other states, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), and professional scientific and medical journals. The referenced studies and analyses will 
be included in the rulemaking record and can be reviewed during the public comment period for 
further detailed information regarding health effects.

Section 39-107D(2)(b), Idaho Code. To the degree that a department action is based on 
science, the department shall utilize data collected by accepted methods or best available 
methods if the reliability of the method and the nature of the decision justifies use of the 
data.
Data were not collected or analyzed by DEQ as part of this rulemaking process. DEQ relied on 
information readily available to the public from federal and state government publications and 
articles from medical and scientific professional journals. 

Section 39-107D(3)(a), Idaho Code. Identification of each population or receptor addressed 
by an estimate of public health effects or environmental effects. 
Escherichia coli (E. coli) is a normal inhabitant of the intestines of all animals including humans. 
The primary reservoir of this bacterium has been found to be healthy cattle (Jackson et al., 1998). 
While there are many harmless E. coli strains, E. coli O157:H7 can cause food- and waterborne 
illness. E. coli O157:H7 causes approximately 73,000 infections and about 61 deaths per year in 
the U.S (CDC, 2005). It was first recognized in 1982, when it was associated with two foodborne 
outbreaks of bloody diarrhea and abdominal cramps (Gugnani, 1999). 

Hemorrhagic colitis is the name of the acute disease caused by E. coli O157:H7 (FDA, 2005). E. 
coli O157:H7 infection often causes severe bloody diarrhea and abdominal cramps; sometimes 
the infection causes diarrhea or other symptoms. This bacterium produces potent toxins 
(verotoxins) related to Shigella toxins. The incubation period is 3-4 days, and the symptoms occur 
for 7–10 days (Moe, 1997; Rice, 1999). Usually little or no fever is present. However, in some 
persons, particularly children under 5 years of age and the elderly, the infection can cause a 
complication called hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS), in which the red blood cells are 
destroyed and the kidneys fail. About 2%-7% of infections lead to this complication. In the 
United States, HUS is the principal cause of acute kidney failure in children, and most cases of 
HUS are caused by E. coli O157:H7. HUS is a life threatening condition usually treated in an 
intensive care unit. Blood transfusions and kidney dialysis are often required. With intensive care, 
the death rate for HUS is 3%-5% (CDC, 2005). In the elderly, HUS, plus two other symptoms, 
fever and neurologic symptoms constitutes thrombotic purpura (TTP). This illness can have a 
mortality rate in the elderly as high as 50% (FDA, 2005).

One route of human exposure to E. coli is through the consumption of contaminated drinking 
water. The bacteria are shed in animal and human fecal matter, and drinking water sources may 
become contaminated during rain or snowmelts that wash E. coli-contaminated wastes into 
surface and ground water. If the source water is not properly treated, drinking water may remain 
contaminated with E. coli (USEPA, 2006a). Additionally, bacteria can contaminate ground water 
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as a result of malfunctioning septic systems, leaking sewer lines, and above-ground pathways that 
extend below the surface, such as deep cracks in the ground. 

Although E. coli O157:H7 is not usually a concern in treated drinking water, outbreaks involving 
consumption of drinking water contaminated with human sewage or cattle feces have been 
documented (Swerdlow et al., 1992; Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound Health Unit, 2000). 

E. coli O157:H7 infections can be deadly. Recent water related outbreaks of E. coli O157:H7 in 
North America include a May 2000 tragedy in Walkerton, Ontario, where 7 people died and 
approximately 2,300 persons became ill from consuming E. coli O157:H7-contaminated ground 
water. Of the more than 2,300 individuals affected, 65 were hospitalized, 27 developed hemolytic 
uremic syndrome (HUS), a serious and potentially fatal kidney ailment (Hrudley et al, 2002). In 
1999, at a fair near Albany, New York, approximately 804 cases of E. coli O157:H7 infections 
were linked to consumption of contaminated ground water. Sixty-five people were hospitalized 
and two people died (USEPA, 2006a). There were also drinking water E. coli O157:H7 outbreaks 
reported in Wyoming, Illinois, and Washington in 1997 and 1998; all were associated with 
contaminated ground water systems (Barwick et al, 2000).

Section 39-107D(3)(b) and (c), Idaho Code. Identification of the expected risk or central 
estimate of risk for the specific population or receptor and identification of each 
appropriate upper bound or lower bound estimate of risk. 
The U.S. EPA (USEPA, 2006b) reports that preliminary data from eight ground water microbial 
studies of public water system wells indicate pathogen occurrence rates from 6% to 12% and 
pathogen indicator occurrence rates of 12% to 38%. If these occurrence rates are extrapolated to 
Idaho, where approximately 400,000 people are not served by regulated public water systems, but 
rely on private domestic wells to withdraw ground water for drinking water people, then between 
24,000 and 152,000 Idahoans are potentially at risk. 

This estimate of risk does not include the approximately 1 million Idahoans served by regulated 
public water systems. About 95% of these public water systems use ground water as the source of 
their drinking water. If treatment used by the public water systems fails to work properly during a 
bacterial contamination event then incidents similar to those reported in the previous section 
could occur. The threat associated with this possibility is not quantified.

In 1995, a significant bacterial contamination event occurred in Island Park, Idaho resulting in 82 
cases of shigellosis. The likely cause of the contamination is believed to be leakage from nearby 
septic tanks or sewer lines. The findings of the investigation indicated possible transmission from 
multiple wells in the same area, suggesting the spread of organisms through the groundwater 
(CDC, 1996).

Section 39-107D(3)(d), Idaho Code. Identification of each significant uncertainty identified 
in the process of the assessment of public health effects or environmental effects and any 
studies that would assist in resolving the uncertainty. 
According to the Center for Risk Science and Public Health at The George Washington University 
School of Public Health and Health Services, “much of what is known about the risk factors in 
populations comes from outbreak data. In the United States, waterborne disease outbreaks are 
tracked using voluntary passive surveillance techniques by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in collaboration with the Environmental Protection Agency. State and local 
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health departments may report the epidemiologic data from an outbreak to CDC, but reporting 
varies by the type of outbreak, state, infectious agent, and time period. Such data often do not 
include the demographic or other characteristics essential for assessing inter-individual 
differences in susceptibility. Exposure analysis is also very limited, and water quality parameters 
are not always included in the analysis” (Balbus and Embrey, 2002). 

“The likelihood that individual cases of illness will be detected, epidemiologically linked, and 
associated with water is slim. For an outbreak to be detected, a series of events must happen. First, 
people who are ill must consult a health care provider, and generally, at least two patients must 
consult the same provider for an association to be made. Next, the health care provider must 
recognize the possibility of an outbreak and perform appropriate laboratory testing or report the 
cases to a local or state health department. The availability and patterns of use of laboratory 
testing, the requirements for laboratories or physicians to report results to local or state health 
departments, and the activities of state and local health and environmental agencies all affect the 
likelihood that an outbreak will be recognized and reported. Often, pathogens are not identified 
because the appropriate tests are not ordered. For example, most laboratories do not test for 
Cryptosporidium parvum on a routine ova and parasites examination, and E. coli O157:H7 will 
not be detected from a routine stool culture. The most frequently identified etiologic agents traced 
to both drinking water and recreational water outbreaks representing the three pathogen 
classifications, protozoa, viruses, and bacteria, are Giardia and Cryptosporidium, Norwalk-like 
viruses, and E. coli O157:H7” (Balbus and Embrey, 2002).

According to information from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA, 2005) the infective 
dose of E. coli is unknown, but from a compilation of outbreak data, the dose may be similar to 
that of Shigella spp (as few as 10 organisms). A study of outbreak data indicates less than 50 E. 
coli organisms can result in an infective dose (Tilden et al, 1996). 

Studies have shown that the E. coli dose required to produce symptoms is lower than that for most 
other enteric pathogenic bacteria. The probability of becoming ill depends on the number of 
organisms ingested, the health status of the person, and the resistance of the person to the 
organism or toxin (AWWA Committee Report, 1999). Children and the elderly are most 
susceptible to HUS complications. In susceptible individuals such as infants, the elderly, and 
immunocompromised individuals, the effects may be severe, chronic (e.g., kidney damage), or 
even fatal.

Section 39-107D(3)(e), Idaho Code. Identification of studies known to the department that 
support, are directly relevant to, or fail to support any estimate of public health effects or 
environmental effects and the methodology used to reconcile inconsistencies in the data. 
The referenced studies and analyses will be included in the rulemaking record and can be 
reviewed during the public comment period for further detailed information regarding health 
effects.
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USEPA (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency), (2006b). Office of Ground Water and Drinking 
Water, Ground Water Rule: Public Health Concerns. Available: http://www.epa.gov/safewater/
standard/phs.html

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning this rulemaking, contact Edward Hagan at ed.hagan@deq.idaho.gov, (208)373-0356.

Dated this 12th day of October 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE PROPOSED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5221(1), Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that 
this agency has proposed rulemaking. This action is authorized by Sections 39-105, 39-107, 39-
120 and 39-126, Idaho Code. 

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: No hearings have been scheduled. Pursuant to Section 67-
5222(2), Idaho Code, a public hearing will be held if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) 
persons, a political subdivision, or an agency. 

Written requests for a hearing must be received by the undersigned on or before July 19, 2006. If 
no such written request is received, a public hearing will not be held.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The purpose of this rulemaking is to make revisions that 
would allow the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to use improvements in 
analytical technology implemented since the Ground Water Quality Rule was promulgated 
in 1997 to identify the subset of coliform bacteria more likely to be harmful to human 
health. The proposed revisions augment the ground water quality standards for bacteria by 
adding standards for fecal coliform and Escherichia coli (E. coli) bacteria. 

The proposed standard for both fecal coliform and E. coli bacteria is less than one viable 
colony or less than one colony forming unit/100 ml as determined by any EPA approved 
method. This standard is based on comments received from the state health lab during 
negotiated rulemaking. The state health lab indicated that test results for bacteria may be 
reported three ways: as zero, presence or absence, or less than one. A standard of less than 
one would satisfy all three reporting options. In addition, DEQ proposes to remove the 
reference to Subsection 200.01.c. from Subsection 400.02.a.iii. The reference to Subsection 
200.01.c. is no longer correct due to revisions made to Section 200 in 2003.

In the preliminary draft for negotiated rulemaking, DEQ proposed to remove the standard 
for total coliform bacteria to eliminate redundancy due to the proposed addition of 
standards for fecal coliform and E. coli bacteria. However, during the negotiated 
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rulemaking process, DEQ received comments in favor of maintaining the current total 
coliform standard due to its widespread use, both historically and currently. 

As proposed, the numerical ground water quality standard for bacteria will become a two-
step process. The first step will be to screen the sample for bacteria using total coliform 
testing. If the primary ground water quality standard of 1 colony forming unit/100 ml for 
total coliform is exceeded, an additional analysis for fecal coliform and E. coli would be 
conducted to determine if the bacteria are likely to be harmful to human health. Laboratory 
tests currently in use can identify E. coli or fecal coliform when total coliform bacteria are 
present in the sample. 
 
This phased implementation approach would eliminate the redundancy in the rule caused 
when standards for fecal coliform and E. coli are added, while maintaining the total 
coliform standard. It also allows DEQ to fulfill statutory requirements by requiring an 
action - testing for fecal coliform or E. coli - when a standard is exceeded. More importantly, 
the proposed rule change enables DEQ and other agencies to focus resources on those sites 
where bacterial impacts are the result of fecal contamination and are more likely to pose a 
threat to human health. 

The proposed rule text is in legislative format. Language the agency proposes to add is 
underlined. Language the agency proposes to delete is struck out. It is these additions and 
deletions to which public comment should be addressed. Domestic well owners and the 
public at large may be interested in this rulemaking.

After consideration of public comments, DEQ intends to present the final proposal to the 
Board of Environmental Quality in October 2006 for adoption of a pending rule. The rule is 
expected to be final and effective upon the adjournment of the 2007 legislative session if 
approved by the Legislature. 

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, provides 
that DEQ must meet certain requirements when it formulates and recommends rules which are 
broader in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations. There is no federal law or 
regulation that is comparable to the Ground Water Quality Rule. Therefore, the proposed changes 
to the rule are not broader in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations. 
Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, also applies to a rule which “proposes to regulate an activity 
not regulated by the federal government”. This rule may be used to regulate an activity not 
regulated by the federal government. The following is a summary of additional information 
required by Sections 39-107D(3) and (4), Idaho Code. Information relating to Section 39-
107D(2) has also been provided. The requirements set forth in this proposed rule are based 
upon best available peer reviewed science and studies and analyses conducted by other 
states, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and professional 
scientific and medical journals. The referenced studies and analyses will be included in the 
rulemaking record and can be reviewed during the public comment period for further 
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detailed information regarding health effects.

Section 39-107D(2)(a), Idaho Code. To the degree that a department action is based on science the 
department shall utilize the best available peer reviewed science and supporting studies conducted 
in accordance with sound objective scientific practices.

The presence of E. coli or fecal coliform in water is universally accepted as evidence that 
the water has been contaminated with the fecal material of man or other animals. Fecal 
contamination is an indicator that a potential health risk exists for individuals exposed to or 
ingesting this water. The requirements set forth in this proposed rule are based upon best available 
peer reviewed science and studies and analyses conducted by other states, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA), and professional scientific and medical journals. The referenced 
studies and analyses will be included in the rulemaking record and can be reviewed during the 
public comment period for further detailed information regarding health effects.

Section 39-107D(2)(b), Idaho Code. To the degree that a department action is based on science, 
the department shall utilize data collected by accepted methods or best available methods if the 
reliability of the method and the nature of the decision justifies use of the data.

Data were not collected or analyzed by DEQ as part of this rulemaking process. DEQ 
relied on information readily available to the public from federal and state government 
publications and articles from medical and scientific professional journals. 

Section 39-107D(3)(a), Idaho Code. Identification of each population or receptor addressed by an 
estimate of public health effects or environmental effects. 

Escherichia coli (E. coli) is a normal inhabitant of the intestines of all animals including 
humans. The primary reservoir of this bacterium has been found to be healthy cattle (Jackson et 
al., 1998). While there are many harmless E. coli strains, E. coli O157:H7 can cause food- and 
waterborne illness. E. coli O157:H7 causes approximately 73,000 infections and about 61 deaths 
per year in the U.S (CDC, 2005). It was first recognized in 1982, when it was associated with two 
foodborne outbreaks of bloody diarrhea and abdominal cramps (Gugnani, 1999). 

Hemorrhagic colitis is the name of the acute disease caused by E. coli O157:H7 (FDA, 2005). E. 
coli O157:H7 infection often causes severe bloody diarrhea and abdominal cramps; sometimes 
the infection causes diarrhea or other symptoms. This bacterium produces potent toxins 
(verotoxins) related to Shigella toxins. The incubation period is 3-4 days, and the symptoms occur 
for 7-10 days (Moe, 1997; Rice, 1999). Usually little or no fever is present. However, in some 
persons, particularly children under 5 years of age and the elderly, the infection can cause a 
complication called hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS), in which the red blood cells are 
destroyed and the kidneys fail. About 2%-7% of infections lead to this complication. In the 
United States, HUS is the principal cause of acute kidney failure in children, and most cases of 
HUS are caused by E. coli O157:H7. HUS is a life threatening condition usually treated in an 
intensive care unit. Blood transfusions and kidney dialysis are often required. With intensive care, 
the death rate for HUS is 3%-5% (CDC, 2005). In the elderly, HUS, plus two other symptoms, 
fever and neurologic symptoms constitutes thrombotic purpura (TTP). This illness can have a 
mortality rate in the elderly as high as 50% (FDA, 2005).

One route of human exposure to E. coli is through the consumption of contaminated drinking 
water. The bacteria are shed in animal and human fecal matter, and drinking water sources may 
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become contaminated during rain or snowmelts that wash E. coli-contaminated wastes into 
surface and ground water. If the source water is not properly treated, drinking water may remain 
contaminated with E. coli (USEPA, 2006a). Additionally, bacteria can contaminate ground water 
as a result of malfunctioning septic systems, leaking sewer lines, and above-ground pathways that 
extend below the surface, such as deep cracks in the ground. 

Although E. coli O157:H7 is not usually a concern in treated drinking water, outbreaks involving 
consumption of drinking water contaminated with human sewage or cattle feces have been 
documented (Swerdlow et al., 1992; Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound Health Unit, 2000). 

E. coli O157:H7 infections can be deadly. Recent water related outbreaks of E. coli O157:H7 in 
North America include a May 2000 tragedy in Walkerton, Ontario, where 7 people died and 
approximately 2,300 persons became ill from consuming E. coli O157:H7-contaminated ground 
water. Of the more than 2,300 individuals affected, 65 were hospitalized, 27 developed hemolytic 
uremic syndrome (HUS), a serious and potentially fatal kidney ailment (Hrudley et al, 2002). In 
1999, at a fair near Albany, New York, approximately 804 cases of E. coli O157:H7 infections 
were linked to consumption of contaminated ground water. Sixty-five people were hospitalized 
and two people died (USEPA, 2006a). There were also drinking water E. coli O157:H7 outbreaks 
reported in Wyoming, Illinois, and Washington in 1997 and 1998; all were associated with 
contaminated ground water systems (Barwick et al, 2000).

Section 39-107D(3)(b) and (c), Idaho Code. Identification of the expected risk or central estimate 
of risk for the specific population or receptor and identification of each appropriate upper bound 
or lower bound estimate of risk. 

The U.S. EPA (USEPA, 2006b) reports that preliminary data from eight ground water 
microbial studies of public water system wells indicate pathogen occurrence rates from 6% to 
12% and pathogen indicator occurrence rates of 12% to 38%. If these occurrence rates are 
extrapolated to Idaho, where approximately 400,000 people are not served by regulated public 
water systems, but rely on private domestic wells to withdraw ground water for drinking water 
people, then between 24,000 and 152,000 Idahoans are potentially at risk. 

This estimate of risk does not include the approximately 1 million Idahoans served by regulated 
public water systems. About 95% of these public water systems use ground water as the source of 
their drinking water. If treatment used by the public water systems fails to work properly during a 
bacterial contamination event then incidents similar to those reported in the previous section 
could occur. The threat associated with this possibility is not quantified.

In 1995, a significant bacterial contamination event occurred in Island Park, Idaho resulting in 82 
cases of shigellosis. The likely cause of the contamination is believed to be leakage from nearby 
septic tanks or sewer lines. The findings of the investigation indicated possible transmission from 
multiple wells in the same area, suggesting the spread of organisms through the groundwater 
(CDC, 1996).

Section 39-107D(3)(d), Idaho Code. Identification of each significant uncertainty identified in the 
process of the assessment of public health effects or environmental effects and any studies that 
would assist in resolving the uncertainty. 

According to the Center for Risk Science and Public Health at The George Washington 
University School of Public Health and Health Services, “much of what is known about the risk 
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factors in populations comes from outbreak data. In the United States, waterborne disease 
outbreaks are tracked using voluntary passive surveillance techniques by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) in collaboration with the Environmental Protection Agency. State 
and local health departments may report the epidemiologic data from an outbreak to CDC, but 
reporting varies by the type of outbreak, state, infectious agent, and time period. Such data often 
do not include the demographic or other characteristics essential for assessing inter-individual 
differences in susceptibility. Exposure analysis is also very limited, and water quality parameters 
are not always included in the analysis” (Balbus and Embrey, 2002). 

“The likelihood that individual cases of illness will be detected, epidemiologically linked, and 
associated with water is slim. For an outbreak to be detected, a series of events must happen. First, 
people who are ill must consult a health care provider, and generally, at least two patients must 
consult the same provider for an association to be made. Next, the health care provider must 
recognize the possibility of an outbreak and perform appropriate laboratory testing or report the 
cases to a local or state health department. The availability and patterns of use of laboratory 
testing, the requirements for laboratories or physicians to report results to local or state health 
departments, and the activities of state and local health and environmental agencies all affect the 
likelihood that an outbreak will be recognized and reported. Often, pathogens are not identified 
because the appropriate tests are not ordered. For example, most laboratories do not test for 
Cryptosporidium parvum on a routine ova and parasites examination, and E. coli O157:H7 will 
not be detected from a routine stool culture. The most frequently identified etiologic agents traced 
to both drinking water and recreational water outbreaks representing the three pathogen 
classifications, protozoa, viruses, and bacteria, are Giardia and Cryptosporidium, Norwalk-like 
viruses, and E. coli O157:H7” (Balbus and Embrey, 2002).

According to information from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA, 2005) the infective 
dose of E. coli is unknown, but from a compilation of outbreak data, the dose may be similar to 
that of Shigella spp (as few as 10 organisms). A study of outbreak data indicates less than 50 E. 
coli organisms can result in an infective dose (Tilden et al, 1996). 

Studies have shown that the E. coli dose required to produce symptoms is lower than that for most 
other enteric pathogenic bacteria. The probability of becoming ill depends on the number of 
organisms ingested, the health status of the person, and the resistance of the person to the 
organism or toxin (AWWA Committee Report, 1999). Children and the elderly are most 
susceptible to HUS complications. In susceptible individuals such as infants, the elderly, and 
immunocompromised individuals, the effects may be severe, chronic (e.g., kidney damage), or 
even fatal.

Section 39-107D(3)(e), Idaho Code. Identification of studies known to the department that 
support, are directly relevant to, or fail to support any estimate of public health effects or 
environmental effects and the methodology used to reconcile inconsistencies in the data. 

The referenced studies and analyses will be included in the rulemaking record and can be 
reviewed during the public comment period for further detailed information regarding health 
effects.

REFERENCES:
AWWA (American Water Works Association) Committee Report (1999) Emerging pathogens - 
bacteria. J. Am. Water Works Assoc., 91(9): 101-109.
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USEPA (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency), (2006a). Office of Ground Water and Drinking 
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USEPA (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency), (2006b). Office of Ground Water and Drinking 
Water, Ground Water Rule: Public Health Concerns. Available: http://www.epa.gov/safewater/
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NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: The text of the proposed rule has been drafted based on 
discussions held during a negotiation conducted pursuant to Idaho Code Section 67-5220 and 
IDAPA 04.11.01.812-815. The Notice of Negotiated Rulemaking was published in the Idaho 
Administrative Bulletin, April 5, 2006, Vol. 06-4, page 102.

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on questions concerning this rulemaking, contact Edward Hagan at 
ed.hagan@deq.idaho.gov, (208)373-0356.

Anyone may submit written comments on the proposed rule by mail, fax or e-mail at the address 
below. DEQ will consider all written comments received by the undersigned on or before August 
2, 2006. 

Dated this 13th day of June, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE NEGOTIATED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5220, Idaho Code, and IDAPA 58.01.23, “Rules 
of Administrative Procedure Before the Board of Environmental Quality,” Sections 810 through 
815, notice is hereby given that this agency intends to promulgate a rule and desires public 
participation before publishing a proposed rule. This rulemaking action is authorized by Sections 
39-105, 39-107, 39-120 and 39-126, Idaho Code. 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The purpose of this rulemaking is to make revisions that would 
allow the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to use improvements in analytical 
technology implemented since the Ground Water Quality Rule was promulgated in 1997 to 
identify the subset of coliform bacteria more likely to be harmful to human health. The current 
total coliform standard is primarily a screening test used to detect a broad range of bacteria, many 
of which are not harmful to human health. The proposed revisions include: 1) Removing the 
standard for total coliform bacteria; 2) Adding a standard for fecal coliform bacteria of zero; and 
3) Adding a standard for Escherichia coliform (E. coli) bacteria of zero.

In addition, DEQ proposes to remove the reference to Subsection 200.01.c. from Subsection 
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400.02.a.iii. The reference to Subsection 200.01.c. is no longer correct due to revisions made 
to Section 200 in 2003.
Domestic well owners and the public at large may be interested in this rulemaking.

Upon conclusion of negotiations, DEQ intends to publish a proposed rule for public 
comment in June or July 2006 and then present the final proposal to the Board of 
Environmental Quality for adoption of a pending rule in October 2006.

PRELIMINARY DRAFT: A preliminary draft of the rule can be obtained at http://
www.deq.idaho.gov/rules/groundwater/58_0111_0601_negotiated.cfm or by contacting Paula 
Wilson at paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov, (208)373-0418.

MEETING SCHEDULE: Those interested in participating in the negotiated rulemaking process 
are encouraged to attend the following meeting. Additional meetings may be scheduled if 
necessary. For information regarding additional meetings, contact Edward Hagan at 
ed.hagan@deq.idaho.gov, (208)373-0356.

April 19, 2006, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Department of Environmental Quality, Conference Room B

1410 N. Hilton, Boise, Idaho

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on questions concerning the negotiated rulemaking, contact 
Edward Hagan at ed.hagan@deq.idaho.gov, (208) 373-0356.

Anyone may submit written comments during this negotiated rulemaking by mail, fax or e-mail at 
the address below. Written comments on the preliminary draft must be received by April 26, 2006. 
For information regarding submission of written comments on subsequent drafts of the negotiated 
rule, and to receive the most recent version of the draft negotiated rule, contact the undersigned.

Dated this 3rd day of March, 2006.

Paula J. Wilson, Hearing Coordinator
Department of Environmental Quality
1410 N. Hilton, Boise, Idaho 83706-1255
(208)373-0418/Fax No. (208)373-0481
paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

200. GROUND WATER QUALITY STANDARDS.
The following numerical and narrative standards apply to all ground water of the state and shall 
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not be exceeded unless otherwise allowed in this rule. (3-20-97)

01. Numerical Ground Water Quality Standards. (3-20-97)

a. The Primary Constituent Standards are based on protection of human health and 
are identified in Table II.

Table II - Primary Constituent Standards

Chemical Abstract 
Service Number

Constituent
Standard

(mg/l unless 
otherwise specified)

7440-36-0 Antimony 0.006

7440-38-2 Arsenic 0.05

1332-21-4 Asbestos
7 million fibers/l

 longer than 10 um

7440-39-3 Barium 2

7440-41-7 Beryllium  0.004

7440-43-9 Cadmium 0.005

7440-47-3 Chromium  0.1

7440-50-8 Copper 1.3

57-12-5 Cyanide 0.2

16984-48-8 Fluoride 4

7439-92-1 Lead 0.015

7439-97-6 Mercury 0.002

*1 Nitrate (as N) 10

*1 Nitrite (as N) 1

*1 Nitrate and Nitrite (both as N) 10

7782-49-2 Selenium 0.05

7440-28-0 Thallium 0.002

15972-60-8 Alachlor 0.002

1912-24-9 Atrazine 0.003

71-43-2 Benzene 0.005

50-32-8 Benzo(a)pyrene (PAH) 0.0002

75-27-4 Bromodichloromethane (THM) 0.1

75-25-2 Bromoform (THM) 0.1

1563-66-2 Carbofuran 0.04

56-23-5 Carbon Tetrachloride 0.005

57-74-9 Chlordane 0.002
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124-48-1 Chlorodibromomethane (THM) 0.1

67-66-3 Chloroform(THM) 0.002

94-75-7 2,4-D 0.07

75-99-0 Dalapon 0.2

103-23-1 Di(2-ethylhexyl) adipate 0.4

96-12-8 Dibromochloropropane 0.0002

541-73-1 Dichlorobenzene m- 0.6

95-50-1 Dichlorobenzene o- 0.6

106-46-7
1,4(para)-Dichlorobenzene or

 Dichlorobenzene p-
0.075

107-06-2 1,2-Dichloroethane 0.005

75-35-4 1,1-Dichloroethylene 0.007

156-59-2 cis-1, 2-Dichloroethylene 0.07

156-60-5 trans-1, 2-Dichloroethylene 0.1

75-09-2 Dichloromethane 0.005

78-87-5 1,2-Dichloropropane 0.005

117-81-7 Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate 0.006

88-85-7 Dinoseb 0.007

85-00-7 Diquat 0.02

145-73-3 Endothall 0.1

72-20-8 Endrin 0.002

100-41-4 Ethylbenzene 0.7

106-93-4 Ethylene dibromide 0.00005

1071-83-6 Glyphosate 0.7

76-44-8 Heptachlor 0.0004

1024-57-3 Heptachlor epoxide 0.0002

118-74-1 Hexachlorobenzene 0.001

77-47-4 Hexachlorocyclopentadiene 0.05

58-89-9 Lindane 0.0002

72-43-5 Methoxychlor 0.04

108-90-7 Monochlorobenzene 0.1

23135-22-0 Oxamyl (Vydate) 0.2

Table II - Primary Constituent Standards

Chemical Abstract 
Service Number

Constituent
Standard

(mg/l unless 
otherwise specified)
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87-86-5 Pentachlorophenol 0.001

1918-02-1 Picloram 0.5

1336-36-3 Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) 0.0005

122-34-9 Simazine 0.004

100-42-5 Styrene 0.1

1746-01-6 2,3,7,8-TCDD (Dioxin) 3.0 x 10-8

127-18-4 Tetrachloroethylene 0.005

108-88-3 Toluene 1

*1

Total Trihalomethanes [the sum of the 
concentrations of bromodichloromethane,
dibromochloromethane, tribromomethane 

(bromoform), and trichloromethane (chloroform)]

0.1

8001-35-2 Toxaphene 0.003

93-72-1 2,4,5-TP (Silvex) 0.05

120-82-1 1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene 0.07

71-55-6 1,1,1-Trichloroethane 0.2

79-00-5 1,1,2-Trichloroethane 0.005

79-01-6 Trichloroethylene 0.005

75-01-4 Vinyl Chloride 0.002

1330-20-7 Xylenes (total) 10

*1 Gross alpha particle activity (including radium -226, 
but excluding radon and uranium)

15 pCi/l

*1 Combined beta/photon emitters
4 millirems/year effective

 dose equivalent

*1 Combined Radium - 226 and radium 228 5 pCi/l

*1 Strontium 90 8 pCi/l

*1 Tritium 20,000 pCi/l

*1 Total Coliform2 1 colony forming unit/100 ml

Escherichia coliform (E. coli)
Less than 1 viable colony or col-

ony forming unit/100 ml using any 
EPA approved method

Fecal coliform
Less than 1 viable colony or col-

ony forming unit/100 ml using any 
EPA approved method

Table II - Primary Constituent Standards

Chemical Abstract 
Service Number

Constituent
Standard

(mg/l unless 
otherwise specified)
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(3-20-97)(        )

b. The Secondary Constituent Standards are generally based on aesthetic qualities 
and are identified in Table III.

(3-20-97)

c. Sample preservation and analytical procedures to determine compliance with the 
standards identified in Subsection 200.01 shall be in accordance with the following, except that 
cyanide shall be analyzed as weak acid dissociable cyanide using a method approved by the 
Department: (5-3-03)

Table Footnotes

*1 No Chemical Abstract Service Number exists for this constituent.
2 An exceedance of the primary ground water quality standard for total coliform is not a violation of these rules. 

If the primary ground water quality standard for total coliform is exceeded, additional analysis for fecal 
coliform or E. coli will be conducted. An exceedance of the primary ground water quality standards for either 
fecal coliform or E. coli is a violation of these rules.

TABLE III - SECONDARY CONSTITUENT STANDARDS

Constituent
Standard (mg/l unless 
otherwise specified)

Aluminum 0.2

Chloride 250

Color 15 Color Units

Foaming Agents 0.5

Iron 0.3

Manganese 0.05

Odor
3.0 Threshold Odor Num-

ber

pH 6.5 to 8.5 (no units apply)

Silver 0.1

Sulfate 250

Total Dissolved Solids 500

Zinc 5

Table II - Primary Constituent Standards

Chemical Abstract 
Service Number

Constituent
Standard

(mg/l unless 
otherwise specified)
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i. Environmental Protection Agency, Code of Federal Regulations, Title 40, Parts 
141 and 143, revised as of July 2001; or (5-3-03)

ii. Another method approved by the Department. (3-20-97)

02. Narrative Ground Water Quality Standards. Contaminant concentrations, alone 
or in combination with other contaminants or properties, shall not cause the ground water to be 
hazardous, deleterious, carcinogenic, mutagenic, teratogenic, or toxic. Determinations of specific 
numerical levels when applying this standard shall be based on: (3-20-97)

a. Best scientific information currently available on adverse effects of the 
contaminant(s); (3-20-97)

b. Protection of a beneficial use; or (3-20-97)

c. Practical quantitation levels for the contaminant(s), if they exceed the levels 
identified in Subsection 200.02.a. or 200.02.b. (3-20-97)

03. Natural Background Level. If the natural background level of a constituent 
exceeds the standard in this section, the natural background level shall be used as the standard.

(3-20-97)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

400. GROUND WATER CONTAMINATION.

01. Releases Degrading Ground Water Quality. No person shall cause or allow the 
release, spilling, leaking, emission, discharge, escape, leaching, or disposal of a contaminant into 
the environment in a manner that: (3-20-97)

a. Causes a ground water quality standard to be exceeded; (3-20-97)

b. Injures a beneficial use of ground water; or (3-20-97)

c. Is not in accordance with a permit, consent order or applicable best management 
practice, best available method or best practical method. (3-20-97)

02. Prevention Measures. (3-20-97)

a. When a numerical standard is not exceeded, but degradation of ground water 
quality is detected and deemed significant by the Department, the Department shall take one (1) 
or more of the following actions: (3-20-97)

i. Require a modification of regulated activities to prevent continued degradation;
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(3-20-97)

ii. Coordinate with the appropriate agencies and responsible persons to develop and 
implement prevention measures for activities not regulated by the Department; (3-20-97)

iii. Allow limited degradation of ground water quality for the constituents identified in 
Subsections 200.01.a. and 200.01.c., if it can be demonstrated that: (3-20-97)(        )

(1) Best management practices, best available methods or best practical methods, as 
appropriate for the aquifer category, are being applied; and (3-20-97)

(2) The degradation is justifiable based on necessary and widespread social and 
economic considerations; or (3-20-97)

iv. Allow degradation of ground water quality up to the standards in Subsection 
200.01.b., if it can be demonstrated that: (3-20-97)

(1) Best management practices are being applied; and (3-20-97)

(2) The degradation will not adversely impact a beneficial use. (3-20-97)

b. The following criteria shall be considered when determining the significance of 
degradation: (3-20-97)

i. Site specific hydrogeologic conditions; (3-20-97)

ii. Water quality, including seasonal variations; (3-20-97)

iii. Existing and projected future beneficial uses; (3-20-97)

iv. Related public health issues; and (3-20-97)

v. Whether the degradation involves a primary or secondary constituent in Section 
200. (3-20-97)

03. Contamination Exceeding a Ground Water Quality Standard. The discovery 
of any contamination exceeding a ground water standard that poses a threat to existing or 
projected future beneficial uses of ground water shall require appropriate actions, as determined 
by the Department, to prevent further contamination. These actions may consist of investigation 
and evaluation, or enforcement actions if necessary to stop further contamination or clean up 
existing contamination, as required under the Environmental Protection and Health Act, Section 
39-108, Idaho Code. (3-20-97)

04. Agricultural Chemicals. Agricultural chemicals found in intermittently saturated 
soils within the crop root zone will not be considered ground water contaminants as long as the 
chemicals remain within the crop root zone, and have been applied in a manner consistent with all 
appropriate regulatory requirements. (3-20-97)
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05. Site-Specific Ground Water Quality Levels. The Department may allow site-
specific ground water quality levels, for any aquifer category, that vary from a standard(s) in 
Section 200 or Section 300, based on consideration of effects to human health and the 
environment, for: (3-20-97)

a. Remediation conducted under the Department’s oversight; (3-20-97)

b. Permits issued by the Department; (3-20-97)

c. Situations where the site background level varies from the ground water quality 
standard; or (3-20-97)

d. Other situations authorized by the Department in writing. (3-20-97)

06. Mineral Extraction. Naturally occurring constituents found in ground water 
within a specified area surrounding an active mineral extraction area, as determined by the 
Department, will not be considered contaminants as long as all applicable best management 
practices, best available methods or best practical methods, as approved by the Department, are 
applied. (7-1-98)
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IDAPA 58 - DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

58.01.16 - WASTEWATER RULES

DOCKET NO. 58-0116-0502

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the Board of Environmental Quality (Board) 
and is now pending review by the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending 
rule will become final and effective immediately upon the adjournment sine die of the First 
Regular Session of the Fifty-ninth Idaho Legislature unless prior to that date the rule is rejected, 
amended or modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Idaho Code Sections 67-5224 
and 67-5291.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that the 
Board has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized by Chapters 1 and 36, Title 39, Idaho 
Code. 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: A detailed summary of the reason for adopting the rule is set 
forth in the initial proposal published in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin, August 2, 2006, 
Vol. 06-8, pages 235 through 284. After consideration of public comments, the proposed rule 
has been revised at Sections 004, 401, 410, 411, 430, 440, 441, 450, 455, 490, 493, and 500. 
The remainder of the rule has been adopted as initially proposed. The Rulemaking and 
Public Comment Summary can be obtained at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/rules/wastewater/
58_0116_0502_pending.cfm or by contacting the undersigned.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, provides 
that DEQ must meet certain requirements when it formulates and recommends rules which are 
broader in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations, or which propose to regulate an 
activity not regulated by the federal government. There is no federal law or regulation that is 
comparable to plan and specification review and facility standard provisions set forth in the 
Wastewater Rules. Therefore, the changes to the rules are not broader in scope or more stringent 
than federal law or regulations. 

Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, also applies to a rule which “proposes to regulate an activity not 
regulated by the federal government.” The Wastewater Rules address the review and approval of 
plans and specifications for sewage treatment plants and other waste treatment and disposal 
facilities and the standard by which the agency does the review and approval. This is not an 
activity regulated by the federal government. Therefore, Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, applies.

Section 39-107D(3), Idaho Code, provides that any rule subject to 39-107D that proposes a 
standard necessary to protect human health and the environment must also include in the 
rulemaking record and in the notice of rulemaking additional information. This additional 
information includes any estimates of risk accomplished, identification of populations or 
receptors addressed by any estimates, and other information related to an estimation of risk. The 
Wastewater Rules include facility and design standards which are intended to protect human 
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health and the environment. The standards, however, are for the design and construction of 
wastewater systems. The rules are not based upon any express estimate or analysis of risk to 
public health or the environment. Instead, the facility and design standards are based upon 
guidelines set forth in documents, such as the “Recommended Standards for Wastewater 
Facilities”, that are generally accepted and used throughout the United States by engineers and 
state regulators. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on questions concerning this 
rulemaking, contact Mark Mason, mark.mason@deq.idaho.gov, (208) 373-0266.

Dated this 16th day of November, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE PROPOSED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5221(1), Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that 
this agency has proposed rulemaking. This action is authorized by Chapters 1 and 36, Title 39, 
Idaho Code. 

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: No hearings have been scheduled. Pursuant to Section 67-
5222(2), Idaho Code, a public hearing will be held if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) 
persons, a political subdivision, or an agency. Written requests for a hearing must be received by 
the undersigned on or before August 16, 2006. If no such written request is received, a public 
hearing will not be held.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The purpose of this rulemaking is to initiate phase two of the 
effort to comply with Section 2 of Senate Bill 1220 (2005), which directed the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) to develop facility and design standards for both drinking 
water and wastewater systems. This is the wastewater portion. DEQ proposes to add or 
modify several sections between Sections 400 and 599 of the Wastewater Rules for 
wastewater pumping and treatment works. This rulemaking will also modify several other 
sections to reflect these changes and to add or modify existing language based on input from 
stakeholders and DEQ. 

The proposed rule text is in legislative format. Language the agency proposes to add is 
underlined. Language the agency proposes to delete is struck out. It is these additions and 
deletions to which public comment should be addressed. Wastewater system owners and 
operators, developers, consultants, engineers, cities, counties, industry, wastewater 
professional organizations, and the public at large may be interested in participating in this 
rulemaking.

After consideration of public comments, DEQ intends to present the final proposal to the 
Board of Environmental Quality in November 2006 for adoption of a pending rule. The rule 
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is expected to be final and effective upon the adjournment of the 2007 legislative session if 
approved by the Legislature. 

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, provides 
that DEQ must meet certain requirements when it formulates and recommends rules which are 
broader in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations, or which propose to regulate an 
activity not regulated by the federal government. There is no federal law or regulation that is 
comparable to plan and specification review and facility standard provisions set forth in the 
Wastewater Rules. Therefore, the changes to the rules are not broader in scope or more stringent 
than federal law or regulations. 

Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, also applies to a rule which “proposes to regulate an activity not 
regulated by the federal government.” The Wastewater Rules address the review and approval of 
plans and specifications for sewage treatment plants and other waste treatment and disposal 
facilities and the standard by which the agency does the review and approval. This is not an 
activity regulated by the federal government. Therefore, Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, applies.

Section 39-107D(3), Idaho Code, provides that any rule subject to 39-107D that proposes a 
standard necessary to protect human health and the environment must also include in the 
rulemaking record and in the notice of rulemaking additional information. This additional 
information includes any estimates of risk accomplished, identification of populations or 
receptors addressed by any estimates, and other information related to an estimation of risk. The 
Wastewater Rules include facility and design standards which are intended to protect human 
health and the environment. The standards, however, are for the design and construction of 
wastewater systems. The rules are not based upon any express estimate or analysis of risk to 
public health or the environment. Instead, the facility and design standards are based upon 
guidelines set forth in documents, such as the “Recommended Standards for Wastewater 
Facilities”, that are generally accepted and used throughout the United States by engineers and 
state regulators. 

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: The text of the proposed rule has been drafted based on 
discussions held and concerns raised during negotiations conducted pursuant to Idaho Code 
Section 67-5220 and IDAPA 04.11.01.812-815. The Notice of Negotiated Rulemaking was 
published in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin, December 7, 2005, Vol. 05-12, page 110.

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on questions concerning this rulemaking, contact Mark Mason, 
mark.mason@deq.idaho.gov, (208) 373-0266.

Anyone may submit written comments on the proposed rule by mail, fax or e-mail at the address 
below. DEQ will consider all written comments received by the undersigned on or before August 
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30, 2006.

Dated this 30th day of June, 2006.

Paula J. Wilson
Hearing Coordinator
Department of Environmental Quality
1410 N. Hilton
Boise, Idaho 83706-1255
(208)373-0418/Fax No. (208)373-0481
paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

004. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE.
Sections 401.2.9, 401.3.4 and 401.3.6, and 501.3.4, and 505.3.3 of “Idaho Standards for Public 
Works Construction,” 2005 Edition, are incorporated by reference into these rules. These 
documents are available at the Department of Environmental Quality, 1410 N. Hilton, Boise, ID 
83706-1255, (208)373-0502 or, for a fee, from the Local Highway Technical Assistance Council 
(LHTAC) at LHTAC, 3330 Grace Street, Boise, ID, 83703, (208) 344-0565. (4-11-06)(        )

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

0087. USE OF GUIDANCE IN DESIGN AND REVIEW.
Guidance documents are to be used to assist both designers and reviewers in determining a 
reasonable way to achieve compliance with the rules. Nothing in these rules makes the use of a 
particular guidance or guidance document mandatory. If the plans and specifications comply with 
applicable facility standards and design standards as set out in these rules, Section 39-118, Idaho 
Code, requires that the reviewing authority not substitute his or her judgment for that of the design 
engineer concerning the manner of compliance. If the design engineer needs assistance as to how 
to comply with a particular rule, the design engineer may use the referenced guidance documents 
listed in Section 008 for that assistance. However, the design engineer may also use other 
guidance or provide documentation to substantiate his or her own professional judgment.

(4-11-06)(        )

0078. REFERENCED MATERIAL.

01. “Recommended Standards for Wastewater Facilities.” 2004 Edition, A Report 
of the Wastewater Committee of the Great Lakes-Upper Mississippi River Board of State and 
Provincial Public Health and Environmental Managers (except Chapters 10, 20, and 30). This 
document, and subsequent revisions of this document, provides assistance in applying and 
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interpreting these rules. This document is available through Health Education Services at http://
www.hes.org. (4-11-06)(        )

02. Memorandum of Understanding. The Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality and the Idaho Division of Building Safety 
Plumbing Bureau signed and dated April 4, 2003 provides assistance in determining juridiction 
over water and sewer service lines. Copies of the document are available at the Idaho Department 
of Environmental Quality, 1410 N. Hilton, Boise, ID 83706-1255, www.deq.idaho.gov.(4-11-06)(        
)

03. “Idaho Standards for Public Works Construction.” 2005 Edition. This 
document, and subsequent revisions of this document, provides assistance in applying and 
interpreting these rules. This document is available for a fee through the Local Highway 
Technical Assistance Council (LHTAC) at LHTAC, 3330 Grace Street, Boise, ID, 83703, (208) 
344-0565. (4-11-06)(        )

04. Water Environment Federation (WEF) Manuals of Practice. Water 
Environment Federation, 601 Wythe Street, Alexandria, VA, 22314-1994, 1-800-666-0206, 
www.wef.com. (        )

05. American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Manuals and Reports on 
Engineering Practices. American Society of Civil Engineers, 1801Alexander Bell Drive, 
Reston, VA 20191, 800-548-2723, www.asce.org. (        )

06. “Design Criteria for Mechanical, Electric, and Fluid System and Component 
Reliability.” U.S. EPA (EPA-430-99-74-001), www.epa.gov. (        )

07. American National Standard Institute/Hydraulic Institute ANSI/HI 9.8, 
American National Standard for Centrifugal and Vertical Pump Intake Design. 1819 L 
Street NW Suite 600, Washington, DC 20036, (202) 293-8020, www.ansi.org. (        )

08. The Compressed Gas Association Publication CGA G-3-1995, “Sulfur 
Dioxide”. (        )

09. “Wastewater Engineering, Treatment and Reuse,” Metcalf and Eddy. (        )

10. “Ultraviolet Disinfection Guidelines for Drinking Water and Water Reuse,”
National Water Research Institute/American Water Works Association (AWWA) Research 
Foundation, 6666 West Quincy Avenue, Denver, CO 80235, (800)926-7337, www.awwa.org.

(        )

11. Pumping Station Design – Third Edition 2006. Garr M. Jones. Elsevier 
Publications. (        )

12. Plan and Specification Dispute Resolution Policy. PM05-2: Plan and 
Specification Review Dispute Resolution Advisory Panel for Engineering Disputes can be found 
at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/rules/policies/pm05_2.cfm. (        )
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13. Nutrient-Pathogen Evaluation Program for On-Site Wastewater Treatment 
Systems. Nutrient-Pathogen Evaluation Program for On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems can 
be found at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water/assist_business/septic/
nutrient_pathogen_eval_guide.pdf. (        )

14. Guidance for Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial 
Wastewater. The Guidance for Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater 
can be found at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water/permits_forms/permitting/guidance.cfm. (        )

009. LAWS AND CODES OUTSIDE OF THESE RULES.
Compliance with the following laws and codes are not required by these rules, but may be 
required by other regulatory entities. (        )

01. International Building Code. (        )

02. Uniform Plumbing Code. (        )

03. National Fire Protection Association Code (NFPA). (        )

04. Requirements of National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH). (        )

05. Requirements of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA). (        )

06. National Electrical Code. (        )

07. International Fire Code. (        )

010. DEFINITIONS. 
For the purpose of the rules contained in IDAPA 58.01.16, “Wastewater Rules,” the following 
definitions apply: (4-11-06)

01. Available. Based on public wastewater system size, complexity, and variation in 
raw waste, a licensed wastewater operator must be on site, on call, or able to be contacted as 
needed to initiate the appropriate action for normal or emergency conditions in a timely manner.

(4-11-06)

02. Adequate Emergency Storage Capacity. The emergency storage capacity of a 
lift station wet well is the volume of the wet well measured between the high water alarm and the 
gravity sewer invert into the wet well.  For the purpose of this definition, “adequate” shall be 
defined as twice the estimated emergency response time multiplied by the daily peak flow to the 
wet well. The high water alarm shall be placed at an elevation below the wet well invert sufficient 
to achieve the defined volumetric emergency storage capacity. (        )
 

023. Beneficial Use. Any of the various uses which may be made of the water of Idaho, 
including, but not limited to, domestic water supplies, industrial water supplies, agricultural water 
supplies, navigation, recreation in and on the water, wildlife habitat, and aesthetics. The beneficial 
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use is dependent upon actual use, the ability of the water to support a non-existing use either now 
or in the future, and its likelihood of being used in a given manner. The use of water for the 
purpose of wastewater dilution or as a receiving water for a waste treatment facility effluent is not 
a beneficial use. (4-11-06)

034. Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD). The measure of the amount of oxygen 
necessary to satisfy the biochemical oxidation requirements of organic materials at the time the 
sample is collected; unless otherwise specified, this term will mean the five (5) day BOD 
incubated at twenty (20) degrees C. (4-11-06)

045. Board. The Idaho Board of Environmental Quality. (4-11-06)

056. Class A Effluent. Class A effluent is treated municipal reclaimed wastewater that 
must be oxidized, coagulated, clarified, and filtered, or treated by an equivalent process and 
adequately disinfected. For comprehensive Class A Effluent criteria and permitting requirements 
refer to IDAPA 58.01.17, “Wastewater Land Application Permit Rules for the Reclamation and 
Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater.” (4-11-06)(        )

067. Class A Effluent Distribution System. The delivery system for Class A effluent. 
The distribution system does not include any of the collection or treatment portions of the 
wastewater facility and is not subject to operator licensing requirements in Section 203 of these 
rules. (4-11-06)

078. Collection System. That portion of the wastewater system or treatment facility in 
which wastewater is received from the premises of the discharger and conveyed to the point of 
treatment through a series of lines, pipes, manholes, pumps/lift stations and other appurtenances.

(4-11-06)(        )

089. Compliance Schedule or Schedule of Compliance. A schedule of remedial 
measures including an enforceable sequence of actions or operations leading to compliance with 
an effluent limitation, other limitation, prohibition, or standard. (4-11-06)

0910. Department. The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality. (4-11-06)

101. Design Flow. The critical flow used for steady-state wasteload allocation 
modeling. (4-11-06)

112. Designated Beneficial Use or Designated Use. Those beneficial uses assigned to 
identify waters in Idaho Department of Environmental Quality Rules, IDAPA 58.01.02, “Water 
Quality Standards,” Sections 110 through 160, whether or not the uses are being attained.

(4-11-06)

123. Director. The Director of the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality or his 
authorized agent. (4-11-06)

134. Discharge. When used without qualification, any spilling, leaking, emitting, 
escaping, leaching, or disposing of a pollutant into the waters of the state. (4-11-06)
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145. Disinfection. A method of reducing the pathogenic or objectionable organisms by 
means of chemicals or other acceptable means. (4-11-06)

156. Disposal Facility. Any facility used for disposal of any wastewater. Facilities for 
the disposal of sludge are regulated under Section 650 of these rules. (4-11-06)(        )

167. Effluent. Any wastewater discharged from a treatment facility. (4-11-06)

18. Environmental Review. An environmental review document for a specific project 
includes a description of purpose and need for the project; a description of the affected 
environment and environmental impacts including, but not limited to, endangered species, 
historical and archaeological impacts, air impacts, surface and ground water impacts, and noise 
and visual impacts; a description of the planned mitigation for these impacts; and descriptions of 
the public process, agencies consulted, referenced documents, and a mailing list of interested 
parties. A checklist, which can be used as guidance, can be found at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/
water/permits_forms/forms/waste_water/form_j_eid_outline_checklist.doc. This is for 
Department grant and loan projects, but can be used in part or in whole as a guide. (        )

179. EPA. The United States Environmental Protection Agency. (4-11-06)

20. Facility Plan. The Facility Plan for a municipal wastewater treatment and disposal 
facility describes the overall system, including the collection system, the treatment systems, and 
the disposal systems. It is a comprehensive planning document for the existing infrastructure and 
includes the plan for the future of the systems, including upgrades and additions. It is usually 
updated on a regular basis due to anticipated or unanticipated growth patterns, regulatory 
requirements, or other infrastructure needs. A Facility Plan is sometimes referred to as a master 
plan or facilities planning study. In general, a Facility Plan is an overall system-wide plan as 
opposed to a project specific plan. (        )

1821. Facility Standards and Design Standards. Facility standards and design 
standards are described in Sections 400, 410, 420, and 430 through 599 of these rules. Facility 
and design standards found in Sections 410, 420, and 430 400 through 599 of these rules must be 
followed in the planning, design, construction, and review of municipal wastewater facilities.

(4-11-06)(        )

1922. Geometric Mean. The geometric mean of “n” quantities is the “nth” root of the 
product of the quantities. (4-11-06)

203. Ground Water. Any water of the state which occurs beneath the surface of the 
earth in a saturated geological formation of rock or soil. (4-11-06)

214. Industrial Wastewater. Any waste, together with such water as is present, that is 
the by-product of industrial processes including, but not limited to, food processing or food 
washing wastewater. (4-11-06)

225. Land Application. A process or activity involving application of wastewater, 
surface water, or semi-liquid material to the land surface for the purpose of disposal, pollutant 
removal, or ground water recharge. (4-11-06)
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236. License. A physical document issued by the Idaho Bureau of Occupational 
Licenses certifying that an individual has met the appropriate qualifications and has been granted 
the authority to practice in Idaho under the provisions of Chapter 24, Title 54, Idaho Code.

(4-11-06)

247. Material Deviation. A change from the design plans that significantly alters the 
type or location of facilities, requires engineering judgment to design, or impacts the public safety 
or welfare. (4-11-06)

258. Material Modification. Material modifications are those that are intended to 
increase system capacity or to alter the methods or processes employed. (4-11-06)

269. Mixing Zone. A defined area or volume of the receiving water surrounding or 
adjacent to a wastewater discharge where the receiving water, as a result of the discharge, may not 
meet all applicable water quality criteria or standards. It is considered a place where wastewater 
mixes with receiving water and not as a place where effluents are treated. (4-11-06)

2730. Municipal Wastewater. Unless otherwise specified, sewage and associated solids, 
whether treated or untreated, together with such water that is present. Also called domestic 
wastewater. Industrial wastewater may also be present, but is not considered part of the definition.

(4-11-06)

2831. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). Point source 
permitting program established pursuant to Section 402 of the federal Clean Water Act. (4-11-06)

2932. Natural Background Conditions. No measurable change in the physical, 
chemical, biological, or radiological conditions existing in a water body without human sources 
of pollution within the watershed. (4-11-06)

30. Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU). A measure of turbidity based on a 
comparison of the intensity of the light scattered by the sample under defined conditions with the 
intensity of the light scattered by a standard reference suspension under the same conditions.

(4-11-06)

33. Non-Contact Cooling Water. Water used to reduce temperature which does not 
come into direct contact with any raw material, intermediate product, waste product (other than 
heat) or finished product. Non-contact cooling water is not considered wastewater. Non-contact 
cooling water can be land applied as recharge water as discussed in Section 600 based on a 
Department approval as described in Subsections 600.04 and 600.05. (        )

314. Nuisance. Anything which is injurious to the public health or an obstruction to the 
free use, in the customary manner, of any waters of the state. (4-11-06)

325. Nutrients. The major substances necessary for the growth and reproduction of 
aquatic plant life, consisting of nitrogen, phosphorus, and carbon compounds. (4-11-06)

336. Non-Potable Mains. The pipelines that collect and convey non-potable discharges 
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from or to multiple service connections. Examples would include sewage collection and 
interceptor mains, storm sewers, non-potable irrigation mains, and reclaimed wastewater mains.

(4-11-06)(        )

347. Non-Potable Services. The pipelines that convey non-potable discharges from 
individual facilities to a connection with the non-potable main. This term also refers to pipelines 
that convey non-potable water from a pressurized irrigation system, reclaimed wastewater 
system, and other non-potable systems to individual consumers. (4-11-06)

358. Operating Personnel. Any person who is employed, retained, or appointed to 
conduct the tasks associated with the day-to-day operation and maintenance of a public 
wastewater system. Operating personnel shall include every person making system control or 
system integrity decisions about water quantity or water quality that may affect public health.

(4-11-06)

369. Owner. For purposes of Sections 202 through 204, tThe person, company, 
corporation, district, association or other organizational entity that owns the public wastewater 
system, and who provides, or intends to provide, wastewater service to system users and is 
ultimately responsible for the public wastewater system operation. (4-11-06)(        )

3740. Person. An individual, public or private corporation, partnership, association, 
firm, joint stock company, joint venture, trust, estate, state, municipality, commission, political 
subdivision of the state, state or federal agency, department or instrumentality, special district, 
interstate body or any legal entity, which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties.

(4-11-06)

3841. Point Source. Any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including, but 
not limited to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling 
stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, or vessel or other floating craft, from which 
pollutants are, or may be, discharged to surface waters of the state. This term does not include 
return flows from irrigated agriculture, discharges from dams and hydroelectric generating 
facilities or any source or activity considered a nonpoint source by definition. (4-11-06)

3942. Pollutant. Dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, garbage, 
sewage sludge, munitions, chemical waste, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, 
wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand, silt, cellar dirt; and industrial, municipal and 
agricultural waste, gases entrained in water; or other materials which, when discharged to water in 
excessive quantities, cause or contribute to water pollution. Provided however, biological 
materials shall not include live or occasional dead fish that may accidentally escape into the 
waters of the state from aquaculture facilities. (4-11-06)

403. Potable Water. A water which is free from impurities in such amounts that it is 
safe for human consumption without treatment. (4-11-06)

414. Potable Water Mains. Pipelines that deliver potable water to multiple service 
connections. (4-11-06)(        )

425. Potable Water Service. Pipelines that convey potable water from a connection to 
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the potable water main across private property to individual consumers. (4-11-06)(        )

46. Preliminary Engineering Report. The Preliminary Engineering Report for the 
municipal wastewater treatment or disposal facility is the report that addresses specific portions of 
the systems as they are being contemplated for design. These reports address specific purpose and 
scope, design requirements, alternative solutions, costs, operation and maintenance requirements, 
and other requirements as described in Section 411. Preliminary Engineering Reports are 
generally project specific as opposed to an overall system-wide plan, such as a Facility Plan.

(        )

437. Primary Treatment. Processes or methods that serve as the first stage treatment 
of wastewater, intended for removal of suspended and settleable solids by gravity sedimentation; 
provides no changes in dissolved and colloidal matter in the sewage or wastes flow. (4-11-06)

48. Private Community Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant. A wastewater 
facility that treats municipal wastewater from a private community or subdivision. These systems 
are typically initially owned, operated, and maintained by a developer with the ownership, 
operation and maintenance transferring to a homeowners association, sewer district, or similar 
entity as lots are sold within the development. (        )

449. Public Wastewater System or Wastewater System. For purposes of Sections 
202 through 204, a public wastewater system or wastewater system is any publicly or privately 
owned collection system or treatment system that generates, collects, or treats two thousand five 
hundred (2,500) or more gallons of wastewater per day. This does not include any wastewater 
treatment system operated and maintained exclusively by a single family residence or any 
wastewater system consisting solely of a gravity flow, non-mechanical septic tank and subsurface 
treatment and distribution system, any wastewater system with individual septic tanks and 
individual pump stations that discharge to a common gravity flow subsurface treatment and 
distribution system when ownership of each septic tank and pumping station is by individual 
property owner and ownership of the common system is by a public or private entity; any animal 
waste system used for agricultural purposes that have been constructed in part or whole by public 
funds, or industrial wastewater systems under private ownership. This definition also does not 
include any industrial or other nonmunicipal wastewater system which is covered under Section 
401 of these rules. (4-11-06)(        )

450. Quasi-Municipal Corporation. A public entity, other than community 
government, created or authorized by the legislature to aid the state in, or to take charge of, some 
public or state work for the general welfare. For the purpose of these rules, this term refers to 
wastewater or sewer districts. (4-11-06)

4651. Receiving Waters. Those waters which receive pollutants from point or nonpoint 
sources. (4-11-06)

4752. Recharge. The process of adding water to the zone of saturation. (4-11-06)

4853. Recharge Water. Water that is specifically utilized for the purpose of adding 
water to the zone of saturation. (4-11-06)
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54. Redundancy. Redundancy for wastewater treatment and disposal facilities is 
generally focused on supplying or installing backup equipment and facilities to make the 
operation of the systems more reliable. These redundant systems are sometimes required to 
provide backup for emergencies, taking certain processes off-line, or for treating spikes in 
wastewater flow or strength. (        )

55. Reliability. Reliability for wastewater collection and treatment and disposal 
facilities is usually based on its ability to consistently handle the wastewater flows in the 
community and to meet the requirements of its permit. This reliability is in part based on the 
redundancy built into the wastewater infrastructure and proper maintenance of the system. (        )

4956. Responsible Charge (RC). For purposes of Sections 202 through 204, responsible 
charge means, active, daily on-site and/or on-call responsibility for the performance of operations 
or active, on-going, on-site and/or on-call direction of employees and assistants. (4-11-06)

507. Responsible Charge Operator. For purposes of Sections 202 through 204, a 
responsible charge operator is an operator licensed at a class equal to or greater than the 
classification of the system and who has been designated by the system owner to have direct 
supervision of and responsibility for the performance of operations of a specified wastewater 
treatment system(s) or wastewater collection system(s) and the direction of personnel employed 
or retained at the same system. The responsible charge operator has an active daily on-site and/or 
on-call presence at the specified facility. (4-11-06)

58. Reuse. The use of reclaimed wastewater for beneficial uses including, but not 
limited to, land treatment, irrigation, ground water recharge using surface spreading, seepage 
ponds, or other unlined surface water features. (        )

519. Reviewing Authority. For those projects requiring preconstruction approval by 
the Department, the Department is the reviewing authority. For those projects allowing for 
preconstruction approval by others, pursuant to Subsection 400.01.b. of these rules, the qualified 
Idaho licensed professional engineer is also the reviewing authority. (4-11-06)(        )

5260. Sanitary Sewer Extension. As used in Section 400, an extension of an existing 
wastewater collection system that does not require a lift station or force main and is intended to 
increase the service area of the wastewater collection system. (4-11-06)

5361. Secondary Treatment. Processes or methods for the supplemental treatment of 
wastewater, usually following primary treatment, to affect additional improvement in the quality 
of the treated wastes by biological means of various types which are designed to remove or 
modify organic matter. (4-11-06)

62. Septage. Septage is a general term for the contents removed from septic tanks, 
portable vault toilets, privy vaults, wastewater holding tanks, very small wastewater treatment 
plants, or semi-public facilities (i.e., schools, motels, mobile home parks, campgrounds, small 
commercial endeavors) receiving wastewater from domestic sources. Non-domestic (industrial) 
wastes are not included in this definition. This does not include drinking water treatment residuals 
that may be held in a holding tank. (        )
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5463. Sewage. The water-carried human or animal waste from residences, buildings, 
industrial establishments or other places, together with such ground water infiltration and surface 
water as may be present. (4-11-06)

5564. Sludge. The semi-liquid mass produced and removed by partial dewatering of 
potable or spent process waters or wastewater the wastewater treatment process. (4-11-06)(        )

565. Special Resource Water. Those specific segments or bodies of water which are 
recognized as needing intensive protection: (4-11-06)

a. To preserve outstanding or unique characteristics; or (4-11-06)

b. To maintain current beneficial use. (4-11-06)

5766. State. The state of Idaho. (4-11-06)

5867. Substitute Responsible Charge Operator. A public wastewater operator holding 
a valid license at a class equal to or greater than the public wastewater system classification, 
designated by the system owner to replace and to perform the duties of the responsible charge 
operator when the responsible charge operator is not available or accessible. (4-11-06)

5968. Surface Water Body. All surface accumulations of water, natural or artificial, 
public or private, or parts thereof which are wholly or partially within, which flow through or 
border upon the state. This includes, but is not limited to, rivers, streams, canals, ditches, lakes, 
and ponds. It does not include private waters as defined in Section 42-212, Idaho Code. (4-11-06)

69. Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). The sum of the individual wasteload 
allocations (WLAs) for point sources, load allocations (LAs) for nonpoint sources, and natural 
background. Such load shall be established at a level necessary to implement the applicable water 
quality standards with seasonal variations and a margin of safety which takes into account any 
lack of knowledge concerning the relationship between effluent limitations and water quality.

(        )

670. Treatment. A process or activity conducted for the purpose of removing pollutants 
from wastewater. (4-11-06)

671. Treatment Facility. Any physical facility or land area for the purpose of 
collecting, treating, neutralizing or stabilizing pollutants including treatment plants,; the 
necessary collecting, intercepting, outfall and outlet sewers,; pumping stations integral to such 
plants or sewers,; disposal or reuse facilities; equipment and furnishing thereof; and their 
appurtenances. A For the purpose of these rules, a treatment facility may also be known as a 
treatment system, a wastewater system, wastewater treatment system, wastewater treatment 
facility, or wastewater treatment plant. (4-11-06)(        )

672. User. Any person served by a public wastewater system. (4-11-06)

673. Wastewater. Unless otherwise specified, sewage, industrial waste, agricultural 
waste, and associated solids or combinations of these, whether treated or untreated, together with 
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such water as is present. (4-11-06)

674. Wastewater Lagoon. Manmade impoundments for the purpose of storing or 
treating wastewater. (4-11-06)

675. Wastewater Pipelines. The pipelines that collect and convey non-potable 
discharges from or to multiple service connections. (4-11-06)

676. Wastewater System Pumping Station. Wastewater system includes any collection 
system, treatment system, or disposal facility. A wastewater facility that collects wastewater from 
the collection system or the treatment system and pumps it to a higher elevation. Also called lift 
station or wastewater lift station. (4-11-06)(        )

677. Wastewater System Operator. The person who is employed, retained, or 
appointed to conduct the tasks associated with routine day to day operation and maintenance of a 
public wastewater treatment or collection system in order to safeguard the public health and 
environment. (4-11-06)

678. Water Main Extension. An extension of the distribution system of an existing 
public water system that does not require a booster pumping station and is intended to increase the 
service area of the water system. (4-11-06)

679. Water Pollution. Any alteration of the physical, thermal, chemical, biological, or 
radioactive properties of any waters of the state, or the discharge of any pollutant into the waters 
of the state, which will or is likely to create a nuisance or to render such waters harmful, 
detrimental or injurious to public health, safety or welfare, or to fish and wildlife, or to domestic, 
commercial, industrial, recreational, aesthetic, or other beneficial uses. (4-11-06)

780. Waters and Waters of the State. All the accumulations of water, surface and 
underground, natural and artificial, public and private, or parts thereof which are wholly or 
partially within, which flow through or border upon the state. (4-11-06)

781. Watershed. The land area from which water flows into a stream or other body of 
water which drains the area. (4-11-06)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

203. PUBLIC WASTEWATER SYSTEM OPERATOR LICENSURE 
REQUIREMENTS.

01. System Operator Licensure Requirement. Owners of all public wastewater 
systems must place the direct supervision of their wastewater system(s), including each treatment 
system and each collection system, under the responsible charge of an operator who holds a valid 
license equal to or greater than the classification of the wastewater treatment system and 
collection system. An operator in responsible charge of both a wastewater treatment system and a 
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collection system shall hold two (2) licenses, one (1) for wastewater treatment and one (1) for 
collection. Owners shall notify the Department in writing of any change of responsible charge or 
substitute responsible charge operator within ten (10) days of such change. (4-11-06)

02. Responsible Charge Operator License Requirement. An operator in 
responsible charge of a public wastewater system in Idaho must hold a valid license equal to or 
greater than the classification of the wastewater system(s), including each treatment system, 
where present, and each collection system as determined by the Department. (4-11-06)

03. Substitute Responsible Charge Operator. At such times as the responsible 
charge operator is not available, a substitute responsible charge operator shall be designated to 
replace the responsible charge operator. (4-11-06)

04. Wastewater System Operator Licensure. All other operating personnel at public 
wastewater systems including each treatment system and collection system must hold a valid 
license. (4-11-06)

05. Class A Reclaimed Wastewater System Operator License Exception. Any 
public wastewater system operating personnel that exclusively operate a Class A Effluent 
Distribution System of a Class A Municipal Reclaimed Wastewater System permitted in 
accordance with IDAPA 58.01.17, “Wastewater Land Application Permit Rules for the 
Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater,” is not subject to operator 
licensing requirements. (4-11-06)(        )

06. General Compliance Deadline. All public wastewater systems addressed in 
Sections 202 and 203 shall be in compliance with these rules by April 15, 2006. (4-11-06)

07. Land Application/Reuse Operator Compliance Deadline. Each public 
wastewater land application/reuse system addressed in these rules shall employ, retain or contract 
with licensed land application/reuse operating personnel by April 15, 2007. (4-11-06)(        )

08. Qualifications for Operator Licensure. All public wastewater system operating 
personnel, including responsible charge and substitute responsible charge operators, must qualify 
for and hold a valid license issued by the Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses. (4-11-06)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

400. REVIEW OF PLANS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT OR 
DISPOSAL FACILITIES.
All applicable laws, rules and standards shall be used in the review of plans and specifications for 
municipal wastewater treatment or disposal facilities. “Recommended Standards for Wastewater 
Facilities,” - 2004 edition, A Report of the Wastewater Committee of the Great Lakes-Upper 
Mississippi River Board of State and Provincial Public Health and Environmental Managers 
(except Chapters 10, 20, and 30) Plans and specifications for municipal wastewater treatment or 
disposal facilities must comply with the facility and design standards set forth in Sections 410 
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through 599. If design issues are not addressed by the facility and design standards, then guidance 
documents, some of which are listed in Section 008, shall be used as guidance in the design and
review of plans and specifications for municipal wastewater treatment or disposal facilities. See 
also Section 007. (4-11-06)(        )

01. Plan and Specification Review. (4-11-06)

a. Except as provided in Subsection 400.01.b., all plans and specifications for the 
construction of new sewage systems, sewage treatment plants or systems, other municipal 
wastewater treatment or disposal facilities, or for material modifications to existing sewage 
treatment plants or systems, municipal wastewater treatment or disposal facilities shall be 
submitted to the Department for review and approval before construction may begin and all 
construction shall be in substantial compliance therewith. This does not include plan and 
specifications for facilities for sludge disposal, but does include plans and specifications for 
treatment or storage of sludge. If construction does not commence within twelve (12) months of 
the Department’s final approval of plans and specifications, the Department may require 
resubmittal of all or part of the plans and specifications for review. The Department shall review 
plans and specifications and endeavor to resolve design issues within forty-two (42) calendar days 
of submittal such that approval can be granted. If the Department and applicant have not resolved 
design issues within forty-two (42) calendar days or at any time thereafter, the applicant may file 
a written demand to the Department for a decision. Upon receipt of such written demand, the 
Department shall deliver a written decision to the applicant within no more than seven (7) 
calendar days explaining any reasons for disapproval. The Department shall maintain records of 
all written demands for decision made pursuant to Subsection 400.01.a. with such records 
including the final decision rendered and the timeliness thereof. No material deviation shall be 
made to the approved plans and specifications without the prior approval of the Department.

(4-11-06)(        )

b. Plans developed for sanitary sewer extensions, when such facilities will be owned 
and operated by a city, county, quasi-municipal corporation or regulated public utility, shall not 
require preconstruction approval by the Department, provided that such plans and specifications 
are reviewed and approved by another qualified Idaho licensed professional engineer to verify 
compliance with the requirements of these rules prior to initiation of construction. Any plans 
approved pursuant to Subsection 400.01.b. shall be transmitted to the Department at the time 
construction is authorized along with a statement that the plans comply with the requirements of 
these rules and that construction has been authorized by the city, county, quasi-municipal 
corporation or regulated public utility that will own and operate the system. At the discretion of 
the city, county, quasi-municipal corporation or regulated public utility, the plans addressed by 
this subsection may be referred to the Department for review and approval prior to initiation of 
construction. The Department has the authority to review plans and specifications approved by a 
qualified Idaho licensed professional engineer and can require modifications if the plans and 
specifications do not meet facility and design standards. (4-11-06)(        )

02. Professional Engineer. Plans and specifications for construction, alteration or 
expansion of any sewage system, sewage treatment plant or system, or other municipal 
wastewater treatment or disposal facility shall be prepared by or under the supervision of an Idaho 
registered licensed professional engineer and shall bear the imprint of the engineer’s seal. 
Construction shall be observed by an registered Idaho licensed professional engineer or a person 
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under the supervision of an registered Idaho licensed professional engineer. (4-11-06)(        )

03. Record Plans and Specification. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the 
completion of construction of facilities covered by Subsection 400.01, record plans and 
specifications based on information provided by the construction contractor and field 
observations made by the engineer or the engineer’s designee depicting the actual construction of 
facilities performed, must be submitted to the Director by the engineer representing the city, 
county, quasi-municipal corporation or regulated public utility that owns the project, or by the 
design engineer or owner-designated substitute engineer if the constructed facilities will not be 
owned and operated by a city, county, quasi-municipal corporation or regulated public utility. 
Such submittal by the professional engineer must confirm material compliance with the approved 
plans and specifications or disclose material deviations therefrom. If the construction does not 
materially deviate from the approved plans and specifications, the owner may have a statement to 
that affect prepared by an qualified Idaho licensed professional engineer and filed with the 
Department in lieu of submitting a complete and accurate set of record drawings. (4-11-06)(        )

04. Compliance With Applicable Standards and Rules. All plans and specifications 
submitted to satisfy the requirements of Sections 400 through 599 or approved in compliance with 
Sections 400 through 599, shall be in compliance with the requirements of these rules and shall 
conform in style and quality to regularly accepted engineering standards. The Department shall 
review plans and specifications to determine compliance with these rules and engineering 
standards of care. If the plans and specifications comply with these rules and engineering 
standards of care, the Department shall not substitute its judgment for that of the owner’s design 
engineer concerning the manner of compliance with these rules. (4-11-06)(        )

05. Waiver of Approval Requirement. The Department may waive the plan and 
specification approval for any particular facility or category of facilities, or may waive any 
portion of these rules, which will have no significant impact on the environment or on the public 
health. (4-11-06)(        )

06. Requirement to Have Approved Plans and Specifications and Approval 
Letter On-site During Construction. It is the responsibility of the owner to maintain one (1) 
copy of the approved plans and specifications and the approval letter from the reviewing authority 
on-site during construction at all times. (        )

07. Construction Inspection Requirement. Except as provided in Subsection 
400.01.b., no construction shall commence until all of the necessary approvals have been received 
from the Department. The owner shall provide for the inspection of the construction of a 
municipal wastewater treatment or disposal facility by an Idaho licensed professional engineer to 
the extent required to confirm material compliance with the approved plans and to produce 
accurate record documents as required by Subsection 400.03. (        )

401. REVIEW OF PLANS FOR NONMUNICIPAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT OR 
DISPOSAL FACILITIES.

01. Plan and Specification Approval Required. The construction, alteration or 
expansion of any nonmunicipal wastewater treatment or disposal facility must not begin before 
plans and specifications for the proposed facility have been submitted to and approved by the 
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Department. Deviations may be allowed as provided in Subsection 401.02. The Department does 
not require review of industrial in-plant processes. (4-11-06)

02. Deviations from Approved Plans. No material deviations are to be made from 
the approved plans and specifications without prior approval of the Department. (4-11-06)(        )

03. Record Plans and Specifications. If actual construction deviates from the 
approved plans and specifications, complete and accurate plans and specifications depicting the 
actual construction, alteration, or modification performed, shall be submitted to the Department 
for review and approval within thirty (30) days of completion of construction. If the construction 
does not materially deviate from the approved plans and specifications, the owner may have a 
statement to that affect prepared by an Idaho licensed professional engineer and filed with the 
Department in lieu of submitting a complete and accurate set of record drawings. (4-11-06)(        )

04. Waiver of Approval Requirement. The Department can waive the plan and 
specification approval required in Subsection 401.01 for any particular facility or category of 
facilities, or may waive any portion of these rules, which will have no significant impact on the 
environment or on the public health. (4-11-06)(        )

05. Applicability of Standards. The facility and design standards for municipal 
wastewater treatment or disposal facilities set out in these rules do not apply to nonmunicipal 
wastewater treatment or disposal facilities covered under Section 401. (        )

402. PLAN AND SPECIFICATION REVIEW DISPUTE RESOLUTION.
The Department’s plan and specification review dispute resolution policy is set out in PM05-2: 
Plan and Specification Review Dispute Resolution Advisory Panel for Engineering Disputes, 
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/rules/policies/pm05_2.cfm. (        )

4023. -- 409. (RESERVED).

410. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES -- ENGINEERING REPORTS AND
FACILITY PLANS.

01. Engineering Reports and Facility Plans Required. Engineering Reports and 
current Facility Plans are required for All new municipal wastewater treatment or disposal 
facilities, and all existing municipal wastewater treatment or disposal facilities undergoing 
material modification or expansion, are required to have a current Facility Plan that shall address 
all applicable issues specifically required in Sections 410 and 412 through 599 of these rules 
including, but not limited to, and shall address hydraulic capacity, treatment capacity, project 
financing, and operation and maintenance considerations sufficiently to determine the effects of 
the project on the overall wastewater infrastructure. Engineering Reports must be completed for 
minor collection system, pump station, and interceptor projects. Comprehensive Facility Plans 
are not required for minor or routine collection systems. Comprehensive Facility Plans must be 
completed or have been completed for projects involving new, expanded, Material modification or 
expansion that requires a Facility Plan includes upgraded, or rehabilitated municipal wastewater 
treatment or disposal facilities and major collection, interceptor sewer, and pump station projects.
and Facility Plans must address the entire potential service area of the project. Facility Plans are 
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not required for minor or routine collection system projects or, at the Department’s discretion, 
temporary lift stations. The determination of classification as major or minor collection 
interceptor sewer and pump station projects will be made by the reviewing authority Department
based on review of the owner’s recommended classification by the owner. A Facility Plan may be 
completed for collection systems only. If such a collection system Facility Plan is conducted, and 
flows increase in excess of the design capacity of downstream collection and treatment facilities, 
the impact of the flow shall be addressed in the Facility Plan. (4-11-06)(        )

02. Submittal to Reviewing Authority Department. Documents referenced in 
Subsection 410.01 must Facility Plans shall be submitted to the reviewing authority Department
for review and approval, prior to the submission of plans and specifications for a project related to 
the Facility Plan. In the case of a sanitary sewer extension reviewed by a qualified Idaho licensed 
professional engineer pursuant to Subsection 400.01.b., an updated Facility Plan shall be 
submitted to the Department for review and approval unless the reviewing authority already has 
the reports and a Department approved Facility Plans in its his possession. (4-11-06)(        )

03. Engineering Report or Facility Plan Contents. The Engineering Report or
Facility Plan must include sufficient detail to demonstrate that the proposed project meets 
applicable criteria. The Facility Plan generally addresses the overall system-wide plan. The 
Facility Plan typically shall identifiesy and evaluates wastewater related problems; assembles
basic information; presents criteria and assumptions; examines alternate projects, alternative 
solutions with preliminary layouts and cost estimates; describes financing methods,9; sets forth 
anticipated charges for users; reviews organizational and staffing requirements; offers a 
conclusion with a proposed project for client consideration; and outlines official actions and 
procedures to implement the project. If the project is funded by the state revolving fund or a grant, 
other requirements may also apply. See IDAPA 58.01.12, “Rules for Administration of Water 
Pollution Control Loans,” and IDAPA 58.01.04, “Rules for Administration of Wastewater 
Treatment Facility Grants.” A checklist, which can be used as guidance, can be found at http://
www.deq.idaho.gov/water/permits_forms/forms/waste_water/form_i_report_checklist.pdf. The 
guidance document is for Department grant and loan projects, but may be used in part or in whole 
as a guide to assist in the development of a Facility Plan for any proposed project.(4-11-06)(        )

04. Engineer’s Seal Required. Facility Plans submitted to the Department shall bear 
the imprint of an Idaho licensed professional engineer’s seal that is both signed and dated by the 
engineer. (        )

411. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING 
REPORTS.

01. Preliminary Engineering Reports Required. Preliminary Engineering Reports 
are required for municipal wastewater treatment or disposal facility projects that require plan and 
specification review and approval pursuant to Subsection 400.01 and shall address all applicable 
issues specifically required in Sections 411 through 599 of these rules including, but not limited 
to, purpose, scope, hydraulic capacity, treatment capacity, and operation and maintenance 
considerations sufficiently to determine the effects of the project on the overall wastewater 
infrastructure. Preliminary Engineering Reports must be completed for major collection system 
projects, and all pump station projects, all interceptor projects, and all treatment plant designs and 
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upgrades. The determination of classification as major or minor collection system projects will be 
made by the Department based on review of the owner’s recommended classification. Preliminary 
Engineering Reports are not required for minor or routine collection system projects. (        )

02. Submittal to Reviewing Authority. Preliminary Engineering Reports shall be 
submitted to the reviewing authority for review and approval prior to the submission of plans and 
specifications. (        )

03. Preliminary Engineering Report Contents. The Preliminary Engineering Report 
must include sufficient detail to demonstrate that the proposed project meets applicable criteria. 
The Preliminary Engineering Report generally addresses project specific issues rather than the 
overall system-wide plan. The Preliminary Engineering Report shall identify and evaluate 
wastewater related problems; assemble basic information; present criteria and assumptions; 
examine alternative solutions with preliminary layouts and cost estimates; offer a conclusion with 
a proposed project; and outline official actions and procedures to implement the project. The 
items included in Subsections 411.03.a. through 411.03.k., and other items specifically called for 
in Sections 426 through 599, shall be addressed in detail in the Preliminary Engineering Report 
for all municipal wastewater treatment plant projects. If specific items are not applicable to a 
particular design, then the designer shall state this in the Preliminary Engineering Report and state 
the reason why it is not applicable. Items adequately addressed in the Facility Plan under which 
the project is being designed, may be addressed by reference for purposes of the Preliminary 
Engineering Report. (        )

a. Coordination with Facilities Plan. (        )

b. Design Criteria. (        )

i. Influent flow rates: average annual, maximum month, peak hour. (        )

ii. Influent wastewater characteristics, including wet weather flows. (        )

iii. Effluent requirements. (        )

iv. Solids production, disposal or recycling requirements. (        )

v. Process units design criteria, process selection, and support data. (        )

vi. Mass balance calculations for process units, including but not limited to flow and 
solids. (        )

vii. Redundancy provisions. (        )

c. Site Evaluation and Layout. (        )

i. Currently proposed facilities. (        )

ii. Facilities for twenty (20) year design condition. (        )
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iii. Facilities for build-out conditions. (        )

iv. Space for facilities to meet higher levels of treatment. (        )

v. Liquid process facilities and conveyance. (        )

vi. Solids process facilities and conveyance. (        )

vii. Plant access and on-site roads and walkways. (        )

viii. Process piping and utilities. (        )

ix. Primary electric system. (        )

x. Flood control provisions. (        )

xi. Geotechnical investigation and provisions. (        )

xii. Buffer zones. (        )

xiii. Landscaping. (        )

xiv. Security. (        )

xv. Administration and Operations Buildings. (        )

xvi. Laboratory. (        )

xvii. Operations and Maintenance assessments. (        )

xviii. Treatment during construction. (        )

xix. Odor Management Plan. (        )

d. Hydraulic Profile. (        )

i. Twenty (20) year design facilities. (        )

ii. Provision for higher levels of treatment. (        )

iii. Receiving stream one hundred (100) year water surface elevation. (        )

iv. Hydraulics and pipe sizing for build-out condition. (        )

e. Process Units. (        )

i. Current project, twenty (20) year design, build-out conditions. (        )
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ii. Size, number of units and loading rates. (        )

iii. Redundancy provisions. (        )

iv. Equipment type, size, performance criteria and power requirements. (        )

v. Structure, equipment and piping layout. (        )

vi. Special code requirements. (        )

vii. Cold temperature operation. (        )

f. Instrumentation and Control System. (        )

i. System configuration. (        )

ii. Operator interface. (        )

iii. Process and Instrumentation Diagrams. (        )

g. Collection system piping materials. (        )

i. Current project fifty (50) year design, build-out conditions. (        )

ii. Depth of bury. (        )

iii. Soil and ground water conditions. (        )

iv. Corrosion protection. (        )

v. Odor control. (        )

h. Code Provisions. Summary of applicable codes. (        )

i. Cost Estimate. (        )

j. Schedule. (        )

k. Environmental Review. (        )

04. Engineer’s Seal Required. Preliminary Engineering Reports submitted to the 
Department shall bear the imprint of an Idaho licensed professional engineer’s seal that is both 
signed and dated by the engineer. (        )

4112. -- 419. (RESERVED).
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(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

421. -- 4294. (RESERVED).

425. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
MANUALS.
Final operation and maintenance manuals for construction of wastewater systems that include lift 
stations or treatment works must be submitted to the Department for review and approval prior to 
start-up of the proposed system. (        )

426. -- 429. (RESERVED)

430. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES -- DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF 
WASTEWATER PIPELINES.

01. Design Capacity and Design Flow. In general, sewer capacities shall be designed 
for the estimated ultimate tributary population, except in considering parts of the systems that can 
be readily increased in capacity. (4-11-06)

02. Details of Design and Construction. (4-11-06)

a. Minimum Pipe Size. Minimum pipe size for gravity sewer mains shall be eight (8) 
inches in diameter. Minimum pipe size for gravity sewer services shall be four (4) inches in 
diameter. Pipe diameters larger than these minimums shall be based on cleaning capability and 
hydraulic capacity, and shall conform with the required planning documents. (4-11-06)(        )

b. Depth. Wastewater pipelines shall be installed sufficiently deep or specifically 
designed to prevent freezing and to protect the facilities from surface loading. (4-11-06)

c. Buoyancy. Buoyancy of wastewater pipelines shall be considered and flotation of 
the pipe shall be prevented with appropriate construction where high groundwater conditions are 
anticipated. (4-11-06)

d. Slope. Gravity wastewater pipelines shall be designed to have sufficient slope and 
velocity to “self clean” or transport constituent solids to the treatment facility. or Justification for 
these slopes shall be included in the Preliminary Engineering Report and shall be based on widely 
used guidance documents or published friction coefficients and Manning’s formula. (        )

i. If the current or future ownership of the system is by a city, county, quasi-
municipal corporation or regulated public utility and the velocities are less than self cleaning, the 
owner shall, periodically as a condition of the Department’s approval of plans and specifications, 
provide justification for the lower velocities and commit to, at a minimum, annually service 
wastewater pipelines to flush, transport, or remove solids from wastewater pipelines with minimal 
velocities. This would include the use of cutting tools for roots, vactor trucks, and any other 
method required to keep the pipelines clean, intact and flowing. That commitment shall be in the 
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form of a letter from both the owner and the future owner entity stating said commitment, and 
shall include a discussion of the current and future owners’ capacity to do said flushing.

(4-11-06)(        )

ii. If the current or future ownership of the system is by a developer that is passing the 
operation and maintenance on to a homeowner’s association or other similar entity, then the 
design shall not allow for velocities that are less than self cleaning. (        )

e. Materials. (4-11-06)

i. Any generally accepted material for wastewater pipelines will be given 
consideration. The material selected should be adapted to local conditions, such as: character of 
industrial wastes, possibility of septicity, soil characteristics, exceptionally heavy external 
loadings, abrasion, corrosion, and similar problems. (4-11-06)

ii. Couplings complying with applicable standard specifications shall be used for 
joining dissimilar materials. (4-11-06)

iii. For new pipe materials for which standards have not been established, the design 
engineer shall provide complete pipe specifications and installation specifications developed on 
the basis of criteria adequately documented and certified in writing by the pipe manufacturer to be 
satisfactory for the specific application. (4-11-06)

f. Installation. Installation specifications shall contain appropriate requirements 
based on the criteria, standards, and requirements established by industry in its technical 
publications. Reference current edition of the Idaho Standards for Public Works Construction, 
2005 Edition, and subsequent revisions, for assistance in designing such specifications.

(4-11-06)(        )

g. Joints and Infiltration. (4-11-06)

i. The installation of joints and the materials used shall be included in the 
specifications. Wastewater pipeline joints shall be designed to minimize infiltration and to prevent 
the entrance of roots throughout the life of the system. Reference current edition of the Idaho 
Standards for Public Works Construction, 2005 Edition, and subsequent revisions, for assistance 
in designing such specifications. (4-11-06)(        )

ii. Service connections to the wastewater pipeline main shall be water tight and not 
protrude into the wastewater pipelines. If a saddle type connection is used, it shall be a device 
designed to join with the types of pipe which are to be connected. All materials used to make 
service connections shall be compatible with each other and with the pipe materials to be joined 
and shall be corrosion proof. (4-11-06)

h. Manholes. Manholes shall be installed at the end of each line; at all changes in 
grade, size, or alignment; at all intersections. Cleanouts may be used only for special conditions 
and shall not be substituted for manholes nor installed at the end of laterals greater than one 
hundred fifty (150) feet in length. (4-11-06)
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i. Testing. Testing shall conform with Section 500.3.4 of the “Idaho Standards for 
Public Works Construction,” incorporated by reference into these rules at Section 004.

(4-11-06)(        )

j. Inverted Siphons. Inverted siphons shall have not less than two (2) barrels or pipes. 
They shall be provided with necessary appurtenances for maintenance, convenient flushing, and 
cleaning equipment. Design shall provide sufficient head and appropriate pipe sizes to secure 
sufficient velocities for design average flows. (4-11-06)(        )

k. Wastewater Pipelines in Relation to Surface Water Bodies. The top of all 
wastewater pipelines entering or crossing surface water bodies shall be at a sufficient depth below 
the natural bottom of the bed or otherwise designed to protect the wastewater pipeline. (4-11-06)

i. Wastewater pipelines located along adjacent to surface water bodies shall be 
located outside of the bed and sufficiently removed therefrom to provide for future possible 
stream widening and to prevent pollution by siltation during construction. (4-11-06)(        )

ii. Structures. Wastewater pipeline outfalls, headwalls, manholes, gate boxes, or other 
structures shall be designed to address anticipated flood flows of the surface water bodies.

(4-11-06)

iii. Alignment. Wastewater pipelines crossing surface water bodies should be 
designed to cross the surface water body as nearly perpendicular to the surface water body flow as 
possible and shall be free from change in grade. (4-11-06)

iv. Materials. Wastewater pipelines entering or crossing surface water bodies shall be 
constructed of water transmission pressure rated pipe with restrained joints conforming to Section 
401.2.9 of the “Idaho Standards for Public Works Construction,” incorporated by reference into 
these rules at Section 004, or other suitable pipe with restrained joints capable of being installed to 
remain watertight and free from changes in alignment or grade. Material used to back-fill the 
trench shall be concrete slurry, stone, coarse aggregate, washed gravel, or other materials which 
will not readily erode, cause siltation, damage pipe during placement, or corrode the pipe.

(4-11-06)(        )

v. Siltation and Erosion. Construction methods that will minimize siltation and 
erosion shall be employed. (4-11-06)

l. Aerial Crossings. Support shall be provided for all joints in pipes utilized for aerial 
crossings. Restrained joints or structural casings are required. (4-11-06)

m. Cross Connections Prohibited. There shall be no physical connections between a 
public or private potable water supply system and a wastewater pipeline, or appurtenance thereto, 
which would permit the passage of any wastewater or polluted water into the potable supply. No 
water pipe shall pass through or come into contact with any part of a wastewater pipeline 
manhole. (4-11-06)

n. Protection of Water Sources, Supplies. When wastewater pipelines are proposed in 
the vicinity of any drinking water sources or supplies or other drinking water facilities, 
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requirements of IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems,” shall be 
used to confirm acceptable isolation distances. (4-11-06)

o. Non-Potable Pipelines in Relation to Potable Water Mains Pipelines.
(4-11-06)(        )

i. Non-potable mains in relation to potable water mains. (4-11-06)(        )

(1) Parallel installation requirements. (4-11-06)

(a) Greater than ten (10) feet separation: no conditions. (4-11-06)

(b) Ten (10) feet to six (6) feet separation: separate trenches, with potable main above 
non-potable main, and non-potable main constructed with potable-water class pipe. (4-11-06)

(c) Less than six (6) feet separation: design engineer to submit data to the Department 
for review and approval that this installation will protect public health and environment and non-
potable main constructed with potable-water class pipe. (4-11-06)(        )

(d) Never in same trench. Non-potable mains are prohibited from being located in the 
same trench as potable mains. (4-11-06)(        )

(e) Pressure sewage mains shall be no closer horizontally than ten (10) feet from 
potable mains. (        )

(2) Non-potable mains crossing potable water mains requirements. (4-11-06)(        )

(a) Eighteen (18) inches or more vertical separation with potable water main above 
non-potable main: non-potable main joint as far as possible from potable water main.

(4-11-06)(        )

(b) Less than eighteen (18) inches vertical separation: non-potable main constructed 
with potable water class pipe and non-potable main joint as far as possible from potable water 
main; for a minimum of ten (10) feet either side of potable main with a single twenty (20) foot 
section of potable water class pipe being centered on the crossing, or sleeve non-potable pipe or 
potable main with potable water class pipe for ten (10) feet either side of crossing. Use of concrete 
slurry encasement is not allowed as a substitute for sleeving. If potable main is below non-potable 
main, the non-potable main must also be supported through the crossing to prevent settling.

(4-11-06)(        )

(c) Pressure sewage mains shall be no closer vertically than eighteen (18) inches from 
potable mains. (        )

ii. New non-potable services in relation to potable water services and new non-
potable services in relation to potable water mains. The Department will use the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Plumbing Bureau as guidance in determining the relative responsibilities 
for reviewing service lines. The following conditions shall apply to all non-potable services 
constructed or reconstructed after April 15, 2007, and where the Department or the qualified 
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Idaho licensed professional engineer is the reviewing authority. (4-11-06)(        )

(1) Parallel installation requirements. (4-11-06)

(a) Greater than six (6) feet separation: no conditions. (4-11-06)

(b) Less than six (6) feet separation: design engineer to submit data that this 
installation will protect public health and environment and non-potable service constructed with 
potable water class pipe. (4-11-06)

(c) Never in same trench. New non-potable services are prohibited from being located 
in the same trench as potable mains or potable services. (4-11-06)(        )

(2) Non-potable services crossing potable water services or potable water mains 
requirements. (4-11-06)(        )

(a) Eighteen (18) inches or more separation with potable water service or main above 
non-potable service: non-potable main joint as far as possible from potable water main.

(4-11-06)(        )

(b) Less than eighteen (18) inches separation or potable water service or main below 
non-potable service: non-potable service or main constructed with potable water class pipe and 
non-potable main joint as far as possible from potable water main;, or sleeve non-potable pipe
service or main with potable water class pipe for ten (10) feet either side of crossing. Use of 
concrete slurry encasement is not allowed as a substitute for sleeving. (4-11-06)(        )

iii. Existing potable services in relation to new non-potable mains, and existing non-
potable services in relation to new potable mains, shall meet the requirements of Subsection 
430.02.o.ii., where practical, based on cost, construction factors, and public health significance. If 
the Department determines that there are significant health concerns with these services, such as 
where a large existing service serves an apartment building or a shopping center, then the design 
shall conform with Subsection 430.02.o.ii. (        )

431. -- 59399. (RESERVED).

440. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - WASTEWATER PUMPING STATIONS.

01. General. Section 440 regulates both public and private municipal wastewater 
collection pump stations and does not regulate individual residence pump stations, individual 
residence grinder pump stations, or individual residence septic tank effluent pump stations. See 
Section 441 for regulation of those types of pump stations. (        )

a. Flooding. Wastewater pumping station structures and electrical and mechanical 
equipment shall be protected from physical damage by the one hundred (100) year flood. 
Wastewater pumping stations shall remain fully operational and accessible during the twenty-five 
(25) year flood. Regulations of state and federal agencies regarding flood plain obstructions shall 
be considered. (        )
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b. Accessibility and Security. The pumping station shall be accessible by 
maintenance vehicles during all weather conditions. (        )

c. Grit. The wet well and pump station piping shall be designed to avoid operational 
problems from the accumulation of grit. (        )

d. Safety. Provisions shall be made to consider the protection of maintenance 
personnel and visitors from typical and foreseeable hazards in accordance with the engineering 
standards of care. See also Subsection 450.07. (        )

02. Design. Design of wastewater pumping stations shall meet the applicable 
requirements of Subsections 440.02.a. through 440.02.i. (        )

a. Type. Wastewater pumping stations in general use fall into four types: wet well/dry 
well, submersible, suction lift, and screw pump. (        )

b. Structures. (        )

i. Separation. Dry wells shall be completely separated from the wet well. Common 
walls must be gas tight. (        )

ii. Equipment Removal. Provision shall be made to facilitate removing pumps, 
motors, and other mechanical and electrical equipment. Individual pump and motor removal must 
not interfere with the continued operation of remaining pumps. (        )

iii. Access and Safety Landings. (        )

(1) Access. Suitable means of access for maintenance personnel wearing self-
contained breathing apparatus shall be provided to dry wells and to wet wells. See also Subsection 
450.07. (        )

(2) Safety Landings. Section 009 provides a reference to requirements of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), compliance with which may be required 
by other law. (        )

iv. Buoyancy. Where high groundwater conditions are anticipated, buoyancy of the 
wastewater pumping station structures shall be considered and, if necessary, adequate provisions 
shall be made for protection. (        )

v. Construction Materials. Materials shall be selected that are appropriate under 
conditions of exposure to hydrogen sulfide and other corrosive gases, greases, oils, and other 
constituents frequently present in wastewater. This is particularly important in the selection of 
metals and paints. (        )

c. Pumps. (        )

i. Multiple Units. Multiple pumps shall be provided. Units shall have capacity such 
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that, with any unit out of service, the remaining units will have capacity to handle the design peak 
hourly flow. (        )

ii. Protection Against Clogging. Pumps (except screw pumps) handling separate 
sanitary wastewater from thirty (30) inch or larger diameter sewers shall be protected by bar 
racks. Appropriate protection from clogging shall also be considered for small pumping stations.

(        )

iii. Pump Openings. Pumps handling unscreened raw wastewater shall be capable of 
passing spheres of at least three (3) inches in diameter or be a grinder pump. (        )

iv. Priming. The pump shall be placed so that, under normal operating conditions, it 
will operate under a positive suction head, except as specified in Subsection 440.03. (        )

v. Electrical Equipment. Section 009 provides a reference to the requirements of the 
National Electrical Code, compliance with which may be required by other law. (        )

vi. Intake. Section 008 provides a reference to the American National Standard 
Institute/Hydraulic Institute ANSI/HI 9.8, American National Standard for Centrifugal and 
Vertical Pump Intake Design. (        )

vii. Dry Well Dewatering. Dry wells shall be equipped with a positive means for 
dewatering. (        )

viii. Pumping Rates. The pumps and controls of main pumping stations shall be 
selected to operate with varying rates. The pump control system design shall take into account, 
and minimize as needed, downstream impact of pump discharge hydraulic surges. The station 
design capacity shall be based on peak hourly flow as determined in accordance with Section 411 
and shall be adequate to maintain a velocity in the force main sufficient to avoid solids deposition. 
See Subsection 440.09. (        )

d. Controls. Water level control sensing devices shall be designed to allow for 
automatic control of pumps. (        )

e. Valves. (        )

i. Suction Line. Suitable shutoff valves shall be placed on the suction lines of dry pit 
pumps. (        )

ii. Discharge Line. Suitable shutoff and check valves shall be placed on the discharge 
line of each pump (except on screw pumps). The check valve shall be located between the shutoff 
valve and the pump. Check valves shall be suitable for the material being handled and shall be 
placed on the horizontal portion of the discharge piping except for ball checks, which may be 
placed in the vertical run. Valves shall be capable of withstanding normal pressure and water 
hammer. All shutoff and check valves shall be operable from the floor level and accessible for 
maintenance. Outside levers are recommended on swing check valves. (        )

f. Wet Wells. (        )
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i. Section 008 provides a reference to the American National Standard Institute/
Hydraulic Institute ANSI/HI 9.8, American National Standard for Centrifugal and Vertical Pump 
Intake Design as a guidance document. (        )

ii. Air Displacement. Covered wet wells shall have provisions for air displacement to 
the atmosphere, such as an inverted “j” tube or other means. (        )

g. Safety Ventilation. Adequate ventilation shall be provided for all pump stations 
unless access is provided using confined space entry procedures. Where the dry well is below the 
ground surface, mechanical ventilation is required. If screens or mechanical equipment requiring 
maintenance or inspection are located in the wet well, permanently installed ventilation is 
required. There shall be no interconnection between the wet well and dry well ventilation 
systems. Section 008 provides a reference to guidance documents; see Subsection 008.11. (        )

h. Flow Measurement. Suitable methods for measuring wastewater flow shall be 
addressed at all pumping stations. (        )

i. Water Supply. There shall be no physical connection between any potable water 
supply and a wastewater pumping station which, under any conditions, might cause 
contamination of the potable water supply. If a potable water supply connection is made to the 
station, the connection shall comply with IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for Public Drinking 
Water Systems”. (        )

03. Suction Lift Pump Stations - Special Considerations. Suction lift pumps shall 
meet the applicable requirements of Subsection 440.02. (        )

a. Pump Priming and Lift Requirements. Suction lift pumps shall be of the self-
priming or vacuum-priming type. Suction lift pump stations using dynamic suction lifts exceeding 
the limits outlined in Subsections 440.03.b. through 440.03.d. may be approved upon submission 
of factory certification of pump performance and detailed calculations indicating satisfactory 
performance under the proposed operating conditions. (        )

b. Self-Priming Pumps. Self-priming pumps shall be capable of rapid priming and re-
priming at the “lead pump on” elevation. Such self-priming and re-priming shall be accomplished 
automatically under design operating conditions. (        )

c. Vacuum-Priming Pumps. Vacuum-priming pump stations shall be equipped with 
dual vacuum pumps capable of automatically and completely removing air from the suction lift 
pump. The vacuum pumps shall be adequately protected from damage due to wastewater. The 
combined total of dynamic suction lift at the “pump off’ elevation and required net positive 
suction head at design operating conditions shall not exceed twenty-two (22) feet. (        )

d. Equipment, Wet Well Access, and Valving Location. The pump equipment 
compartment shall be above grade or offset and shall be effectively isolated from the wet well to 
prevent a hazardous and corrosive sewer atmosphere from entering the equipment compartment. 
Wet well access shall not be through the equipment compartment and shall be at least twenty-four 
(24) inches in diameter. Gasketed replacement plates shall be provided to cover the opening to the 
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wet well for pump units removed for servicing. Valving shall not be located in the wet well.
(        )

04. Submersible Pump Stations - Special Considerations. Submersible pump 
stations shall meet the applicable requirements of Subsection 440.02, except as modified in 
Subsection 440.04. (        )

a. Construction. Submersible pumps and motors shall be designed specifically for 
raw wastewater use, including totally submerged operation during a portion of each pumping 
cycle. An effective method to detect shaft seal failure or potential seal failure shall be provided.

(        )

b. Pump Removal. Submersible pumps shall be readily removable and replaceable 
without personnel entering or dewatering the wet well, or disconnecting any piping in the wet 
well. (        )

c. Electrical Equipment. Section 009 provides a reference to the requirements of the 
National Electrical Code, compliance with which may be required by other law. (        )

i. Power Supply and Control Circuitry. Electrical supply, control, and alarm circuits 
shall be designed to provide strain relief and to allow disconnection from outside the wet well. 
Terminals and connectors shall be protected from corrosion by location outside the wet well or 
through use of watertight seals. (        )

ii Controls. The motor control center shall be located outside the wet well, be readily 
accessible, and be protected by a conduit seal or other appropriate measures to prevent the 
atmosphere of the wet well from gaining access to the control center. The seal shall be located so 
that the motor may be removed and electrically disconnected without disturbing the seal. When 
such equipment is exposed to weather, it is recommended that it meet the requirements of 
weatherproof equipment NEMA 3R or 4. (        )

iii. Power Cord. Pump motor power cords shall be designed for flexibility and 
serviceability under conditions of extra hard usage. Ground fault interruption protection shall be 
used to de-energize the circuit in the event of any failure in the electrical integrity of the cable. 
Power cord terminal fittings shall be corrosion-resistant and constructed in a manner to prevent 
the entry of moisture into the cable, shall be provided with strain relief appurtenances, and shall 
be designed to facilitate field connecting. (        )

d. Valves. Valves required under Subsection 440.02 shall be located in a separate 
valve chamber. Provisions shall be made to remove or drain accumulated water from the valve 
chamber. The valve chamber may be dewatered to the wet well through a drain line with a gas and 
water tight valve. Check valves that are integral to the pump need not be located in a separate 
valve chamber provided that the valve can be removed from the wet well in accordance with 
Subsection 440.04. Access shall be provided in accordance with Subsection 440.02. (        )

05. Screw Pump Stations - Special Considerations. Screw pump stations shall meet 
the applicable requirements of Subsection 440.02. (        )
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a. Covers. Covers or other means of excluding direct sunlight shall be provided as 
necessary to eliminate adverse effects from temperature changes. (        )

b. Pump Wells. A positive means of isolating individual screw pump wells shall be 
provided. (        )

c. Bearings. Submerged bearings shall be lubricated by an automated system without 
pump well dewatering. (        )

06. Alarm Systems. Alarm systems with a backup power source shall be provided for 
pumping stations. The alarm shall be activated in cases of power failure, dry well sump and wet 
well high water levels, pump failure, unauthorized entry, or other cause of pump station 
malfunction. Pumping station alarms, including identification of the alarm condition, shall be 
transmitted to a twenty-four (24) hour response center. Audio-visual alarm systems may be 
acceptable in some cases in lieu of a transmitting system depending upon location, station holding 
capacity, and inspection frequency. (        )

07. Emergency Operation. (        )

a. Objective. The objective of emergency operation is to prevent the unintended 
discharge of raw or partially treated wastewater to any waters or land surface and to protect public 
health by preventing back up of wastewater and subsequent discharge to basements, streets, and 
other public and private property. (        )

b. Emergency Pumping Capability. Emergency pumping capability is required for all 
new lift stations constructed after April 15, 2007. Emergency pumping capability is required for 
all existing lift stations that undergo a material modification or expansion unless overall system 
reliability can be proven adequate to the Department as shown in Subsections 440.07.b.i. and 
440.07.b.ii. or overflow prevention is provided by adequate emergency storage capacity as 
defined in these rules. If required, emergency pumping capability shall be accomplished by 
connection of the station to at least two (2) independent utility substations as determined by and 
stated in a letter from the appropriate power provider, by provision of portable or in-place internal 
combustion engine equipment which will generate electrical or mechanical energy, or by the 
provision of portable pumping equipment. Such emergency standby systems shall have sufficient 
capacity to start up and maintain the total rated running capacity of the station. Regardless of the 
type of emergency standby system provided, a portable pump connection to the force main with 
rapid connection capabilities and appropriate valving shall be provided outside the dry well and 
wet well. (        )

i. System reliability is considered adequate if power grid outages average three (3) or 
less per year based on data for the three (3) previous years with no more than six (6) outages in a 
single year. (        )

ii. Outage duration averages less than four (4) hours based on data for the three (3) 
previous years, with not more than one (1) outage during the three (3) previous year period 
exceeding eight (8) hours. Power loss for at least thirty (30) minutes qualifies as an outage.(        )

c. Equipment Requirements. (        )
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i. General. The following general requirements shall apply to all internal combustion 
engines used to drive auxiliary pumps, service pumps through special drives, or electrical 
generating equipment: (        )

(1) Engine Protection. The engine must be protected from operating conditions that 
would result in damage to equipment. Unless continuous manual supervision is planned, 
protective equipment shall be capable of shutting down the engine and activating an alarm on site 
and as provided in Subsection 440.06. Protective equipment shall monitor for conditions of low 
oil pressure and overheating, except that oil pressure monitoring will not be required for engines 
with splash lubrication. (        )

(2) Size. The engine shall have adequate rated power to start and continuously operate 
under all connected loads. (        )

(3) Fuel Type. Reliability and ease of starting, especially during cold weather 
conditions, shall be addressed in the selection of the type of fuel. (        )

(4) Fuel Storage. Fuel storage and piping facilities if provided shall be constructed in 
accordance with applicable state and federal regulations. (        )

(5) Engine Ventilation. The engine shall have adequate ventilation of fuel vapors and 
exhaust gases. (        )

(6) Routine Start-up. All emergency equipment shall be provided with instructions 
indicating the need for regular starting and running of such units at full loads. (        )

(7) Protection of Equipment. Emergency equipment shall be protected from damage at 
the restoration of regular electrical power. (        )

ii. Engine-Driven Pumping Equipment. Where permanently-installed or portable 
engine-driven pumps are used, the following requirements in addition to general requirements 
shall apply. (        )

(1) Pumping Capacity. Engine-driven pumps shall meet the design pumping 
requirements unless storage capacity is available for flows in excess of pump capacity. Pumps 
shall be designed for anticipated operating conditions, including suction lift if applicable. (        )

(2) Operation. The engine and pump shall be equipped to provide automatic start-up 
and operation of pumping equipment unless manual start-up and operation is justified. Provisions 
shall also be made for manual start-up. Where manual start-up and operation is justified, storage 
capacity and alarm system must meet the requirements of Subsection 440.07.c.ii(3). (        )

(3) Portable Pumping Equipment. Where part or all of the engine-driven pumping 
equipment is portable, adequate emergency storage capacity with alarm system shall be provided 
to allow time for detection of pump station failure and transportation and hookup of the portable 
equipment. (        )

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Docket No. 58-0116-0502
Wastewater Rules PENDING RULE

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT Page 146 2007 PENDING RULE

iii. Engine-Driven Generating Equipment. Where permanently-installed or portable 
engine-driven generating equipment is used, the following requirements shall apply in addition to 
the general requirements of Subsection 440.07. (        )

(1) Generating Capacity. (        )

(a) Generating unit size shall be adequate to provide power for pump motor starting 
current and for lighting, ventilation, and other auxiliary equipment necessary for safety and 
proper operation of the lift station. (        )

(b) The operation of only one pump during periods of auxiliary power supply must be 
justified. Such justification may be made on the basis of the design peak hourly flows relative to 
single-pump capacity, anticipated length of power outage, and storage capacity. (        )

(c) Manual or special sequencing controls shall be provided to start pump motors 
unless the generating equipment has capacity to start all pumps simultaneously with auxiliary 
equipment operating. (        )

(2) Operation. Provisions shall be made for automatic and manual startup and load 
transfer unless only manual start-up and operation is justified. Automatic transfer switches shall 
be UL listed and meet NEC requirements. The generator must be protected from operating 
conditions that would result in damage to equipment. Provisions shall be made to allow the engine 
to start and stabilize at operating speed before assuming the load. Where manual start-up and 
transfer is justified, storage capacity and alarm system must meet the requirements of Subsection 
440.07.c.iii(3). (        )

(3) Portable Generating Equipment. Where portable generating equipment and manual 
transfer is provided, adequate emergency storage capacity with alarm system shall be provided to 
allow time for detection of pump station failure and transportation and connection of generating 
equipment. Special electrical connections and double throw switches shall be provided for 
connecting portable generating equipment. Manual transfer switches shall be UL listed and meet 
NEC requirements. (        )

iv. Independent Utility Substations. Where independent substations are used for 
emergency power, each separate substation and its associated transmission lines shall be capable 
of starting and operating the pump station at its rated capacity. (        )

08. Instructions and Equipment. Wastewater pumping stations and portable 
equipment shall be supplied with a complete set of operational instructions, including emergency 
procedures, maintenance schedules, tools, and such spare parts as may be necessary. (        )

09. Operation and Maintenance. (        )

a. An operation and maintenance manual shall be submitted to and approved by the 
Department as required by Section 425. Adherence to the terms of this approved manual shall be 
required. The owner shall be responsible for maintaining the wastewater facility in a manner that 
assures its designed operation. (        )
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b. For private municipal wastewater collection pump stations, documents that detail 
the technical, managerial, and financial capabilities of the private entity to properly operate and 
maintain said pump station for the long term shall be submitted to the Department for approval 
prior to operation. (        )

10. Force Mains. (        )

a. Velocity and Diameter. At design pumping rates, a cleansing velocity of at least 
two (2) feet per second shall be maintained. (        )

b. Air and Vacuum Relief Valve. An air relief valve shall be placed at high points in 
the force main to prevent air locking. The force main configuration and head conditions shall be 
evaluated as to the need for and placement of vacuum relief valves. (        )

c. Termination. The force mains from other than individual grinder pump stations 
shall enter a receiving manhole. Corrosion protection for the receiving manhole shall be provided. 
Control of odors at such discharge points shall be evaluated. (        )

d. Pipe and Design Pressure. Pipe and joints shall be equal to water main strength 
materials suitable for design conditions. The force main, reaction blocking, thrust restraint, and 
station piping shall be designed to withstand water hammer pressures and associated cyclic 
reversal of stresses that are expected with the cycling of wastewater lift stations. The use of surge 
valves, surge tanks, or other suitable means to protect the force main against severe pressure 
changes shall be evaluated. (        )

e. Special Construction. Force main construction near streams or water works 
structures and at water main crossings shall meet applicable provisions of Section 430. (        )

f. Design Friction Losses. (        )

i. Friction Coefficient. Friction losses through force mains shall be based on the 
Hazen and Williams formula or other acceptable methods. When the Hazen and Williams formula 
is used, the friction losses for varying values of “C” shall be evaluated for different types and ages 
of pipe. (        )

ii. Maximum Power Requirements. When initially installed, force mains will have a 
significantly higher “C” factor. The effect of the higher “C” factor shall be considered in 
calculating maximum power requirements and duty cycle time to prevent damage to the motor. 
The effects of higher discharge rates on selected pumps and downstream facilities shall also be 
considered. (        )

g. Identification. Where force mains are constructed of material which might cause 
the force main to be confused with potable water mains, the force main shall be appropriately 
identified using trench tape saying “raw sewage”, “biohazard”, or other appropriate wording.

(        )

h. Leakage Testing. Leakage tests shall be specified including testing methods and 
leakage limits. Testing shall conform with Sections 401.3.6 and 505.3.3 of the “Idaho Standards 
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for Public Works Construction,” incorporated by reference into these rules at Section 004. (        )

i. Thrust Blocking or Restraint. Thrust blocking or restraint shall conform with 
Sections 401.3.4 of the “Idaho Standards for Public Works Construction,” incorporated by 
reference into these rules at Section 004, or specific calculations reviewed and approved by the 
Department. (        )

j. Maintenance Considerations. Isolation valves shall be used if force mains connect 
into a common force main. (        )

k. Cover. Force mains shall be covered with sufficient earth or other insulation to 
prevent freezing or other physical damage. (        )

441. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - INDIVIDUAL RESIDENCE 
WASTEWATER PUMPING STATIONS.

01. General. Section 441 regulates individual residence pump stations, individual 
residence grinder pump stations, and individual residence septic tank effluent pump stations. 
However, this rule does not regulate grinder pumps or their vaults that are inside of individual 
residences or other structures. (        )

a. Flooding. Wastewater pumping station structures and electrical and mechanical 
equipment shall be protected from physical damage by the one hundred (100) year flood. 
Wastewater pumping stations shall remain fully operational and accessible during the twenty-five 
(25) year flood. Local, state and federal flood plain regulations shall be considered. (        )

b. Accessibility and Security. The pumping station shall be accessible by 
maintenance vehicles during all weather conditions. (        )

02. Design. Design of wastewater pumping stations shall meet the applicable 
requirements of Subsections 441.02.a. through 441.02.c. (        )

a. Pumps. (        )

i. Multiple Units. Duplex pumps for individual residence wastewater pump stations 
are not required. However, for developments having five (5) or more similar facilities, one (1) 
working spare pump for each size shall be provided and be readily available at all times. (        )

ii. Pump Openings. Pumps handling raw wastewater shall be capable of passing 
spheres of at least three (3) inches in diameter or be a grinder pump. (        )

iii. Priming. The pump shall be placed so that, under normal operating conditions, it 
will operate under a positive suction head. (        )

b. Controls. Water level control sensing devices shall be designed to allow for 
automatic control of pumps. (        )
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c. Valves. Suitable means to facilitate pump removal and to prevent backflow shall 
be provided. All shutoff and check valves shall be accessible for maintenance. (        )

03. Submersible Pump Stations - Special Considerations. (        )

a. Construction. Submersible pumps and motors shall be designed specifically for 
raw wastewater use, including totally submerged operation during a portion of each pumping 
cycle. An effective method to detect shaft seal failure or potential seal failure shall be provided.

(        )

b. Pump Removal. Submersible pumps shall be readily removable and replaceable 
without personnel entering or dewatering the wet well, or disconnecting any piping in the wet 
well. (        )

c. Electrical Equipment. Section 009 provides a reference to the requirements of the 
National Electrical Code, compliance with which may be required by other law. (        )

i. Power Supply and Control Circuitry. Electrical supply, control, and alarm circuits 
shall be designed to provide strain relief and to allow disconnection from outside the wet well. 
Terminals and connectors shall be protected from corrosion by location outside the wet well or 
through use of watertight seals. (        )

ii. Controls. The motor control center shall be located outside the wet well, be readily 
accessible, and be protected by a conduit seal or other appropriate measures to prevent the 
atmosphere of the wet well from gaining access to the control center. The seal shall be located so 
that the motor may be removed and electrically disconnected without disturbing the seal. When 
such equipment is exposed to weather, it is recommended that it meet the requirements of 
weatherproof equipment NEMA 3R or 4. (        )

iii. Power Cord. Pump motor power cords shall be designed for flexibility and 
serviceability under conditions of extra hard usage. Ground fault interruption protection shall be 
used to de-energize the circuit in the event of any failure in the electrical integrity of the cable. 
Power cord terminal fittings shall be corrosion-resistant and constructed in a manner to prevent 
the entry of moisture into the cable, shall be provided with strain relief appurtenances, and shall 
be designed to facilitate field connecting. (        )

04. Alarm Systems. Audio-visual alarm systems shall be provided for pumping 
stations. The alarm shall be activated in cases of wet well high water levels and shall be visible 
from the outside of the structure. (        )

05. Instructions and Equipment. Wastewater pumping stations shall be supplied 
with a complete set of operational instructions, including emergency procedures, maintenance 
schedules, tools, and such spare parts as may be necessary. (        )

06. Operation and Maintenance. An operation and maintenance manual shall be 
submitted to and approved by the Department as required by Section 425. Adherence to the terms 
of this approved manual shall be required. The owner shall be responsible for maintaining the 
wastewater facility in a manner that assures its designed operation. (        )
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07. Force Mains. (        )

a. Velocity and Diameter. At design pumping rates, a cleansing velocity of at least 
two (2) feet per second shall be maintained. (        )

b. Special Construction. Force main construction near streams or water works 
structures and at water main crossings shall meet applicable provisions of Section 430. (        )

c. Design Friction Losses. (        )

i. Friction Coefficient. Friction losses through force mains shall be based on the 
Hazen and Williams formula or other acceptable methods. When the Hazen and Williams formula 
is used, the friction losses for varying values of “C” shall be evaluated for different types and ages 
of pipe. (        )

ii. Maximum Power Requirements. When initially installed, force mains will have a 
significantly higher “C” factor. The effect of the higher “C” factor shall be considered in 
calculating maximum power requirements and duty cycle time to prevent damage to the motor. 
The effects of higher discharge rates on selected pumps and downstream facilities shall also be 
considered. (        )

d. Identification. Where force mains are constructed of material which might cause 
the force main to be confused with potable water mains, the force main shall be appropriately 
identified using trench tape saying “raw sewage”, “biohazard”, or other appropriate wording.

(        )

e. Leakage Testing. Leakage tests shall be specified including testing methods and 
leakage limits. Testing shall conform with Sections 401.3.6 and 505.3.3 of the “Idaho Standards 
for Public Works Construction,” incorporated by reference into these rules at Section 004. (        )

f. Thrust Blocking. Thrust blocking shall conform with Sections 401.3.4 of the 
“Idaho Standards for Public Works Construction,” incorporated by reference into these rules at 
Section 004. (        )

g. Maintenance Considerations. Isolation valves shall be used if force mains connect 
into a common force main. (        )

h. Cover. Force mains shall be covered with sufficient earth or other insulation to 
prevent freezing or other physical damage. (        )

442. – 449. (RESERVED).

450. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
FACILITIES - GENERAL.

01. Plant Location. (        )
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a. General. The Preliminary Engineering Report or Facility Plan shall include a 
detailed discussion for new facilities regarding site selection criteria and alternatives considered. 
See Sections 410 and 411. (        )

b. Flood Protection. The treatment plant structures, electrical, and mechanical 
equipment shall be protected from physical damage by the one hundred (100) year flood. 
Treatment plants shall be designed to remain fully operational and accessible during the one 
hundred (100) year flood. This requirement applies to new construction and to existing facilities 
undergoing major modification. Local, state and federal flood plain regulations shall be 
considered. (        )

c. Setback Distances. New treatment and storage facilities for wastewater treatment 
shall have a minimum setbacks from their property line as follows. For facilities open to the 
atmosphere such as lagoons, open clarifiers, open aeration basins, and other such facilities, the 
minimum setback to property zoned as residential shall be three hundred (300) feet. If the 
property with such open facilities is adjacent to property zoned as commercial or industrial, a 
lesser setback will be considered by the Department on a case by case basis. For totally enclosed 
facilities with noise and odor controls, the minimum setback shall be fifty (50) feet if approved by 
the Department. Neighboring property owners may grant long term easements or other types of 
legal documents tied to the land to allow for similar setbacks from future development or public 
use. (        )

02. Quality of Effluent. The required degree of wastewater treatment shall be based 
on the effluent requirements and water quality standards established by the responsible state 
agency and/or appropriate federal regulations including discharge permit requirements. 
Combined sewer overflows are not allowed. (        )

03. Design. (        )

a. Type of Treatment. The Preliminary Engineering Report or Facility Plan shall 
include a detailed discussion regarding criteria and alternatives considered in selection of the 
appropriate type of treatment. See Sections 410 and 411. The plant design shall provide the 
necessary flexibility to perform satisfactorily within the expected range of waste characteristics 
and volumes. (        )

b. Required Engineering Data for New Process and Application Evaluation. The 
policy of the Department is to encourage rather than obstruct the development of any valid 
methods or equipment for treatment of wastewater. The lack of inclusion in these standards of 
some types of wastewater treatment processes or equipment should not be construed as 
precluding their use. The Department may approve other types of wastewater treatment processes 
and equipment that meet the performance standards set forth in these rules under the condition 
that the operational reliability and effectiveness of the process or device shall have been 
demonstrated under similar conditions with a suitably-sized unit operating at its design load 
conditions, to the extent required. To determine that such new processes and equipment or 
applications have a reasonable and substantial chance of success, the Department may require the 
following: (        )
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i. Monitoring observations, including test results and engineering evaluations, 
demonstrating the efficiency of such processes. (        )

ii. Detailed description of the test methods. (        )

iii. Testing, including appropriately-composited samples, under various ranges of 
strength and flow rates (including diurnal variations) and waste temperatures over a sufficient 
length of time to demonstrate performance under climatic and other conditions which may be 
encountered in the area of the proposed installations. (        )

iv. Other appropriate information. The Department may require that appropriate 
testing be conducted and evaluations be made under the supervision of a competent process 
engineer other than those employed by the manufacturer or developer. (        )

c. Design Period. The design period shall be clearly identified in the Preliminary 
Engineering Report or Facility Plan as required in Sections 410 and 411. (        )

d. Design Loads. (        )

i. Hydraulic Design. (        )

(1) Critical Flow Conditions. Flow conditions critical to the design of the treatment 
plant shall be as described in the Preliminary Engineering Report required by Section 411. Initial 
low flow conditions must be evaluated in the design to minimize operational problems with 
freezing, septicity, flow measurements and solids dropout. The appropriate design flows must be 
considered in evaluating unit processes, pumping, piping, etc. (        )

(2) Treatment Plant Design Capacity. The treatment plant design capacity shall be as 
described in Section 411. The plant design flow selected shall meet the appropriate effluent and 
water quality standards that are set forth in the discharge or other appropriate permit. For plants 
subject to high wet weather flows or overflow detention pump-back flows, the design maximum 
flows that the plant is to treat on a sustained basis shall be specified. (        )

(3) Flow Equalization. Facilities for the equalization of flows and organic shock load 
shall be considered at all plants which are critically affected by surge loadings. (        )

ii. Organic Design. Organic loadings for wastewater treatment plant design shall be 
based on the information provided in the Preliminary Engineering Report required by Section 
411. The effects of septage flow which may be accepted at the plant shall be given consideration 
and appropriate facilities shall be included in the design. See Section 520. (        )

iii. Shock Effects. The shock effects of high concentrations and diurnal peaks for short 
periods of time on the treatment process, particularly for small treatment plants, shall be 
considered. (        )

e. Conduits. All piping and channels shall be designed to carry the maximum 
expected flows. Conduits shall be designed to avoid creation of pockets and corners where solids 
can accumulate. (        )
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f. Gates or Valves. Suitable gates or valves shall be placed in channels to seal off 
unused sections which might accumulate solids. The use of shear gates, stop plates or stop planks 
is permitted where they can be used in place of gate valves or sluice gates. Non-corrodible 
materials shall be used for control gates and conduits. (        )

g. Arrangement of Units. Component parts of the plant shall be arranged for 
appropriate operating and maintenance convenience, flexibility, economy, continuity of 
maximum effluent quality, and ease of installation of future units. (        )

h. Flow Division Control. Flow division control facilities shall be provided as 
necessary to ensure organic and hydraulic loading control to plant process units and shall be 
designed for easy operator access, change, observation, and maintenance. Appropriate flow 
measurement facilities shall be incorporated in the flow division control design. (        )

i. Odor Management. An odor management plan shall be submitted to and approved 
by the Department as a part of the Preliminary Engineering Report described in Section 411. The 
Water Environment Federation Guidance referenced in Section 008 of these rules provides 
guidance for use in developing an odor management plan that is inclusive of the facilities being 
designed. (        )

j. Cold Weather. Facilities shall be designed with regard for proper operation and 
maintenance and protection during cold weather temperatures expected at the specific location. 
The Water Environment Federation Guidance referenced in Section 008 of these rules provides 
guidance for use in designing, operating and maintaining facilities in cold weather. (        )

04. Plant Details. (        )

a. Unit Bypasses. (        )

i. Removal from Service. Properly located and arranged bypass structures and piping 
shall be provided so that each unit of the plant can be removed from service independently. The 
bypass design shall facilitate plant operation during unit maintenance and emergency repair so as 
to minimize deterioration of effluent quality and ensure rapid process recovery upon return to 
normal operational mode. The actuation of all bypasses shall require manual action by operating 
personnel. All power-actuated bypasses shall be designed to permit manual operation in the event 
of power failure. (        )

ii. Unit Bypass During Construction. Unit bypassing during construction shall be in 
accordance with the Preliminary Engineering Report required by Section 411. (        )

b. Unit Dewatering, Flotation Protection, and Plugging. Drains or sumps shall be 
provided to completely dewater each unit to an appropriate point in the process. Due 
consideration shall be given to the possible need for hydrostatic pressure relief devices to prevent 
flotation of structures. Pipes subject to plugging shall be provided with means for mechanical 
cleaning or flushing. (        )

c. Construction Materials. Materials shall be selected that are appropriate under 
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conditions of exposure to hydrogen sulfide and other corrosive gases, greases, oils, and other 
constituents frequently present in wastewater. This is particularly important in the selection of 
metals and paints. (        )

d. Painting. The contents and direction of flow shall be identified on the piping in a 
contrasting color. (        )

e. Operating Equipment. Tools, accessories, and spare parts necessary for the plant 
operator’s use shall be provided. (        )

f. Storage and Work Space Facilities. Readily accessible storage and work space 
facilities shall be provided, and consideration shall be given to provision of a garage for large 
equipment storage, maintenance, and repair. (        )

g. Erosion Control During Construction. Effective site erosion control shall be 
provided during construction. (        )

h. Grading and Landscaping. Upon completion of the plant, the ground shall be 
graded and landscaped in accordance with the Preliminary Engineering Report developed in the 
Preliminary Engineering Report required by Section 411. (        )

05. Plant Outfalls. (        )

a. Discharge Impact Control. The outfall shall be designed to discharge to the 
receiving stream in a manner acceptable to various reviewing authorities including, but not 
limited to, EPA, the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, 
Idaho Department of Water Resources, and local jurisdictions. (        )

b. Protection and Maintenance. The outfall shall be so constructed and protected 
against the effects of floodwater, ice, or other hazards as to reasonably ensure its structural 
stability and freedom from stoppage. Hazards to navigation shall be considered in designing 
outfalls. (        )

c. Sampling Provisions. All outfalls shall be designed so that a sample of the effluent 
can be obtained at a point after the final treatment process and before discharge to or mixing with 
the receiving waters. (        )

06. Essential Facilities. (        )

a. Emergency Power Facilities. (        )

i. General. All wastewater treatment plants shall be provided with an alternate source 
of electric power or pumping capability to allow continuity of operation during power failures. 
Refer to Subsection 440.07.c. for design requirements. Methods of providing alternate sources 
include: (        )

(1) The connection of at least two (2) independent power sources such as substations. 
A power line from each substation is required if this method is used. The determination of the 
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independent power sources shall be done by the appropriate power provider and stated in a letter 
from that provider. (        )

(2) In-place internal combustion engine equipment which will generate electrical or 
mechanical energy. (        )

(3) Portable pumping equipment when only emergency pumping is required. Where 
part or all of the engine-driven pumping equipment is portable, adequate emergency storage 
capacity with alarm system shall be provided to allow time for detection of pump station failure 
and transportation and hookup of the portable equipment. (        )

ii. Power for Aeration. Standby generating capacity normally is not required for 
aeration equipment used in the activated sludge process. In cases where a history of chronic, long-
term (4 hours or more) power outages have occurred, auxiliary power for minimum aeration of 
the activated sludge will be required as provided in Subsections 450.06.a.i.(1) or 450.06.a.i.(2).

(        )

iii. Power for Disinfection. Standby generating capacity, as provided in Subsections 
450.06.a.i.(1) or 450.06.a.i.(2), is required for disinfection facilities and dechlorination facilities.

(        )

b. Water Supply. Section 009 provides a reference to the Uniform Plumbing Code, 
compliance with which may be required by other law. (        )

c. Sanitary Facilities. Section 009 provides a reference to the Uniform Plumbing 
Code, compliance with which may be required by other law. (        )

d. Stairways. Stairways shall be installed in lieu of ladders for top access to units 
requiring routine inspection and maintenance (such as digesters, trickling filters, aeration tanks, 
clarifiers, tertiary filters, etc.). (        )

e. Flow Measurement. (        )

i. Location. Flow measurement facilities shall be provided to measure the following 
flows: (        )

(1) Plant influent or effluent flow. (        )

(2) If influent flow is significantly different from effluent flow, both shall be measured 
or otherwise accounted for by other flow measurement facilities. (        )

(3) Other flows required to be monitored under the provisions of the discharge permit.
(        )

(4) Other flows such as return activated sludge, waste activated sludge, and recycle 
required for plant operational control. (        )

ii. Facilities. Indicating, totalizing, and recording flow measurement devices for all 
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influent or effluent flows shall be provided for all plants. Any other flow meters may be indicating 
and totalizing only. All flow measurement equipment must be sized to function to a satisfactory 
level of accuracy over the full range of flows expected and shall be protected against freezing.

(        )

iii. Hydraulic Conditions. Flow measurement equipment including approach and 
discharge conduit configuration and critical control elevations shall be designed to ensure the 
required hydraulic conditions necessary for the measurement accuracy needed for the specific 
application. (        )

f. Sampling Equipment. Effluent composite sampling equipment shall be provided at 
all mechanical plants and at other facilities where necessary to meet discharge permit monitoring 
requirements. Composite sampling equipment shall also be provided as needed for influent 
sampling and for monitoring plant operations. The influent sampling point shall be located prior 
to any process return flows. (        )

07. Safety. (        )

a. General. Provisions shall be made to consider the protection of maintenance 
personnel and visitors from typical and foreseeable hazards in accordance with the engineering 
standards of care. Enclosure of the plant site with a fence and signs designed to discourage the 
entrance of unauthorized persons and animals is required. (        )

b. Hazardous Chemical Handling. The materials utilized for storage, piping, valves, 
pumping, metering, splash guards, etc., shall be specially selected considering the physical and 
chemical characteristics of each hazardous or corrosive chemical. (        )

08. Laboratory. (        )

a. All treatment plants shall include a laboratory for making the necessary analytical 
determinations and operating control tests, except for those plants utilizing only processes not 
requiring laboratory testing for plant control and where satisfactory off-site laboratory provisions 
are made to meet the permit monitoring requirements. The laboratory shall have sufficient size, 
bench space, equipment, and supplies to perform all self-monitoring analytical work required by 
discharge permits, and to perform the process control tests necessary for good management of 
each treatment process included in the design. (        )

b. Treatment plant laboratory needs may be divided into the following three (3) 
general categories: (        )

i. Plants performing only basic operational testing; this typically includes pH, 
temperature, dissolved oxygen, and chlorine residual. (        )

ii. Plants performing more complex operational and permit laboratory tests including 
biochemical oxygen demand, suspended solids, and fecal coliform analysis. (        )

iii. Plants performing more complex operational, permit, industrial pretreatment, and 
multiple plant laboratory testing. (        )
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c. Expected minimum laboratory needs for the three (3) plant classifications set out 
in Subsection 450.08.b. must be addressed in the Preliminary Engineering Report. (        )

09. Instructions and Equipment. Wastewater treatment equipment shall be supplied 
with a complete set of operational instructions, including emergency procedures, maintenance 
schedules, tools and such spare parts as may be necessary. (        )

10. Operation and Maintenance. An operation and maintenance manual shall be 
submitted to and approved by the Department as required by Section 425. Adherence to the terms 
of this approved manual shall be required. The owner shall be responsible for maintaining the 
wastewater facility in a manner that assures its designed operation. (        )

451. -- 454. (RESERVED).

455. PRIVATE COMMUNITY MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS. 

01. Scope. Section 455 includes additional requirements for approval of private 
community municipal wastewater treatment plants with a surface water discharge, a discharge to 
land application or reuse, or a discharge to a drainfield. Individual extended treatment package 
systems for on-site systems are not covered by these rules, but are covered by IDAPA 58.01.03, 
“Individual/Subsurface Sewage Disposal Rules”. See Technical Guidance Manual for Individual 
and Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems available at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water/
assist_business/septic/tech_manual_updates.cfm. Private community municipal wastewater 
treatment plants may be considered if no other viable alternative is available. The use of these 
plants shall be fully protective of ground water and surface water quality standards. (        )

02. Preliminary Engineering Report. The Preliminary Engineering Report for 
private community municipal wastewater treatment plants shall include the following 
information, as well as relevant information included in Section 411. (        )

a. A Preliminary Engineering Report as described in Section 411 must be submitted 
to and approved by the Department prior to submittal of plans and specifications. (        )

b. In addition to the requirement in Subsection 455.02.a., at a minimum, the 
Preliminary Engineering Report shall evaluate the following alternatives: (        )

i. Wastewater treatment plants (possibly several brands). (        )

ii. Self-contained lagoon. (        )

iii. Conventional septic tank and drainfield (or alternate drainfield design). (        )

iv. Surface water discharge including impact on TMDLs. (        )

v. Gravity or pressure sewer into nearby community (see the Department’s Policy for 
Determining Reasonable Access to Existing Public Wastewater Facilities for distances to 
community systems and required hook-up.) (        )
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vi. Recirculating or intermittent sand filter. (        )

vii. Annual operation and maintenance costs. (        )

viii. Land application/reuse. (        )

c. The Preliminary Engineering Report must present capital and operation and 
maintenance costs, monitoring requirements and reporting, preliminary sizing (design criteria), 
hydrogeologic studies, bonding, the operation and maintenance manual, district health department 
requirements (nutrient/pathogen study), and all requirements of Section 411. (        )

d. The Preliminary Engineering Report must thoroughly analyze the effect of the 
treatment plant discharge on ground water quality, especially bacteria, viruses, phosphorus and 
nitrates as compared to the alternatives listed in Subsection 455.02.b. (        )

03. Plan and Specification Approval. (        )

a. Plans and specifications for the collection and treatment systems will not be 
approved until the owner is in receipt of one of the following (whichever is applicable): (        )

i. A draft NPDES permit from EPA for surface water discharges; or (        )

ii. A draft wastewater land application/reuse permit from the Department. (        )

b. For a subsurface treatment and disposal system (SSDS), the plans and 
specifications for the collection system will not be approved until the owner is in receipt of the 
SSDS permit from the district health department. (        )

c. For private community municipal wastewater treatment plants storing their treated 
effluent prior to irrigation or surface water discharge, the following additional items shall be 
considered by the Department, prior to approving either the treatment systems or the disposal 
option. These include, but are not limited to, sealing of storage ponds, filtration and disinfection 
requirements just prior to irrigation use or surface water discharge, the degree of treatment, and 
the intended type and area of irrigation. See IDAPA 58.01.17, “Rules for the Reclamation and 
Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater.” (        )

04. Private Community Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plants. (        )

a. The private community municipal wastewater treatment plant must be NSF 
approved or equivalent as approved by the Department and the plant shall have at least two (2) 
full years of operating data on five (5) separate installations in the United States. The data 
submittal shall include the name, address, and telephone number for a regulatory agency contact 
person familiar with the performance of each reported installation. For individual package 
treatment plants with septic tanks and drainfields, IDAPA 58.01.03, “Individual/Subsurface 
Sewage Disposal Rules,” apply and owners must comply with the requirements of those rules.

(        )
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b. The owner shall provide for a minimum of a Class II operator in responsible 
charge of the facility. The actual operator license classification requirement will depend on the 
classification of the system based on Section 202 and the licensure requirements of Section 203. If 
the operator is provided by contract, the contract shall be submitted to the Department for review 
and approval. (        )

c. A sludge management plan must be submitted to and approved by the Department. 
The plan must include collection, treatment and disposal of the sludge. Additionally, a signed 
contract that provides for ultimate legal disposal of the sludge shall be submitted to the 
Department prior to plan and specification approval. (        )

d. The private community municipal wastewater treatment plant shall be a dual train 
type (or equivalent/greater) with redundant pumps and blowers from influent works to the 
disposal site. Standby or emergency power shall be provided to fully operate the wastewater
treatment plant during a power outage unless the water system would also be out during a power 
outage. (        )

e. A compliance agreement schedule authorized by Section 39-116A, Idaho Code, 
shall be required for each private community municipal wastewater treatment plant approved. If a 
private community municipal wastewater treatment plant installation is only a temporary or 
interim measure in a long-term plan, a compliance agreement schedule will include a sunset 
clause with a date for the private community municipal wastewater treatment plant to cease 
operation and will require the plant owner to fund and construct the eventual hookup to the public 
municipal wastewater collection system when the system becomes reasonably accessible. For the 
purpose of Section 455, “reasonably accessible” shall mean when the public municipal 
wastewater collection system is located within one thousand (1,000) feet minimum of any portion 
of the discharge piping of the private community municipal wastewater treatment plant and the 
owner of the public municipal wastewater collection system provides a “will serve” letter. The 
Department will use its Policy for Determining Reasonable Access to Existing Public Wastewater 
Facilities to determine if a private community municipal wastewater treatment plant may also be 
found to be reasonably accessible at distances greater than one thousand (1,000) feet. If the 
Department determines that a proposed private community municipal wastewater treatment plant 
is reasonably accessible to a public municipal wastewater collection system, the use of the private 
community municipal wastewater treatment plant may be denied. The compliance agreement 
schedule shall address such things as operation and maintenance requirements and monitoring 
and reporting requirements. (        )

f. Operation and Maintenance. An operation and maintenance manual shall be 
submitted to and approved by the Department as required by Section 425. Adherence to the terms 
of this approved manual shall be required. The owner shall be responsible for maintaining the 
private community municipal wastewater treatment plant in a manner that assures its designed 
operation. (        )

g. Monitoring and Reporting. As a part of the compliance agreement schedule 
discussed in Subsection 455.04.e., the owner and the Department shall create monitoring and 
reporting requirements for the Department to approve. The owner shall be responsible for 
complying with the requirements of the compliance agreement schedule. (        )
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h. A financial management plan shall be provided to show how the financial 
management of the system will occur. This will explain the formation of a required maintenance 
entity to provide continued funding, operation and maintenance of the private community 
municipal wastewater treatment plant and drainfields. The entity must have the authority to 
collect fees for operation and maintenance, including additional money for a sinking fund for 
replacement costs and for possible future connection to an available public municipal wastewater 
collection system. (        )

i. A performance bond, maintenance bond, or cash reserve (one year of operation 
and maintenance costs) fund is required to ensure continuous and adequate operation and 
maintenance. (        )

j. Minimum Size. The minimum size of a private community municipal wastewater 
treatment plant allowed under these rules is twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per day design 
capacity. (        )

05. Private Community Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plants with 
Drainfields. In addition to the applicable requirements of these rules, the subsurface sewage 
disposal design, construction and operation shall comply with IDAPA 58.01.03, “Individual/
Subsurface Sewage Disposal Rules.” The exception to this is for Class A reclaimed wastewater 
reuse facilities that discharge to the subsurface. These reuse facilities are regulated by IDAPA 
58.01.17,”Rules for the Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater”. (        )

06. Private Community Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plants Discharging to 
Surface Water. In addition to the applicable requirements of these rules, an NPDES permit is 
required for a facility discharging to surface water. (        )

07. Private Community Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plants Discharging to 
a Land Application or Reuse Site. (        )

a. In addition to the applicable requirements of these rules, a land application/reuse 
permit is required for land application or reuse of the effluent. (        )

b. For a discharge to a land application or reuse site, treatment and monitoring 
requirements will be established in the land application/reuse permit. See the Guidance for 
Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater, http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water/
permits_forms/permitting/guidance.cfm. (        )

08. Private Community Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plants Discharging to 
a Public Municipal Wastewater Collection System. In addition to the applicable requirements 
of these rules, a “will-serve” letter from the public municipal wastewater collection system shall 
be submitted to the Department prior to plan and specification approval for private community 
municipal wastewater treatment plants discharging to a public municipal wastewater collection 
system. (        )

456. -- 459. (RESERVED).
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460. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - SCREENING AND GRIT REMOVAL.

01. Screening Devices and Comminutors. (        )

a. Screening, coarse or fine, or comminutors shall be required for all mechanical 
plants and shall be addressed for other types of plants. These facilities shall be designed for peak 
hourly flow. Multiple channels shall be provided and equipped with the necessary gates to isolate 
flow from any screening unit. Provisions shall also be made to facilitate dewatering each unit. The 
channel preceding and following the screen shall be shaped to minimize settling of solids. (        )

b. For mechanical plants with design average flow less than one million gallons per 
day (1 mgd), and where a single mechanically cleaned screen is used, an auxiliary manually 
cleaned screen shall be provided. Where two (2) or more mechanically cleaned screens are used, 
the design shall provide for taking any unit out of service without sacrificing the capability to 
screen the design peak instantaneous flows. (        )

02. Grit Removal Facilities. Grit removal and handling facilities shall be provided for 
all mechanical wastewater treatment plants. Consideration shall be given to possible damaging 
effects on pumps, comminutors, and other preceding equipment, and the need for additional 
storage capacity in treatment units where grit is likely to accumulate. (        )

461. -- 469. (RESERVED).

470. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - SETTLING.

01. General. (        )

a. Where settling is being used, a minimum of two (2) units capable of independent 
operation are desirable and shall be provided in all plants where design average flows exceed one 
hundred thousand (100,000) gallons/day. Plants not having multiple units shall include other 
provisions to assure continuity of treatment. (        )

b. The design of settling facilities shall include a minimum of two (2) units with flow 
splitting. Sizing shall be calculated for both design average and design peak hourly flow 
conditions, and the larger surface area determined shall be used. (        )

c. The plant design shall allow for isolation of each unit. The plant design shall allow 
for sludge and scum removal. (        )

d. Baffling shall be designed to control solids carry-over. (        )

e. The minimum side depth for primary settling facilities shall be ten (10) feet.(        )

f. The minimum side depth for secondary settling facilities shall be twelve (12) feet.
(        )
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471. -- 479. (RESERVED)

480. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - SLUDGE PROCESSING, STORAGE, AND 
DISPOSAL.

01. Facilities. Facilities for processing sludge shall be provided for all mechanical 
wastewater treatment plants. Facilities shall be capable of processing sludge to a form suitable for 
ultimate disposal. Final disposal or utilization shall be in accordance with applicable permit and 
federal regulations. (        )

02. Design. Sludge processing, storage and disposal facility design shall comply with 
the sludge management plan in the Preliminary Engineering Report. (        )

03. Multiple Units. Multiple units capable of independent operation are desirable and 
shall be provided in all plants where design average flows exceed one hundred thousand 
(100,000) gallons/day. Plants not having multiple units shall include other provisions to assure 
continuity of treatment. The plant design shall allow for isolation of each unit. (        )

481. -- 489. (RESERVED).

490. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - BIOLOGICAL TREATMENT. 
If biological treatment is used, the process shall be determined in the Preliminary Engineering 
Report. The choice shall be based on influent characteristics and effluent requirements. (        )

01. Trickling Filters. (        )

a. General. Trickling filters shall be preceded by effective settling tanks equipped 
with scum and grease collecting devices or other suitable pretreatment facilities. (        )

b. Hydraulics. The flow will be uniformly distributed across the surface of the media. 
The piping system, including dosing equipment and distributor, shall be designed to provide 
capacity for the design peak hourly flow, including recirculation. (        )

c. Media. (        )

i. Quality. The media shall be appropriate for the wastewater and shall be of 
sufficient strength to support itself under design loading and build up of biomass. (        )

ii. Depth. Trickling filter media shall have a minimum depth of six (6) feet above the 
underdrains. (        )

d. Underdrainage System. (        )

i. Arrangement. Underdrains shall be provided and the underdrainage system shall 
cover the entire floor of the filter. Inlet openings into the underdrains shall have an unsubmerged 
gross combined area equal to at least fifteen (15) percent of the surface area of the filter. (        )
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ii. Ventilation. The underdrainage system, effluent channels, and effluent pipe shall 
be designed to permit free passage of air. (        )

e. Special Features. (        )

i. Maintenance. All distribution devices, underdrains, channels, and pipes shall be 
installed so that they may be properly maintained, flushed or drained. (        )

ii. Winter Protection. Covers shall be provided to maintain operation and treatment 
efficiencies when climatic conditions are expected to result in problems due to cold temperatures.

(        )

iii. Recirculation. The piping system shall be designed for recirculation as required to 
achieve the design efficiency. The recirculation rate shall be variable and subject to plant operator 
control at the range of 0.5:1 up to 4:1 (ratio of recirculation rate versus design average flow). A 
minimum of two (2) recirculation pumps shall be provided. (        )

f. Rotary Distributor Seals. Mercury seals shall not be permitted. (        )

g. Unit Sizing. Required volumes of filter media shall be based upon pilot testing 
with the particular wastewater or any of the various empirical design equations that have been 
verified through actual full scale experience. Such calculations must be submitted to the 
Department if pilot testing is not utilized. Trickling filter sizing design shall consider peak organic 
load conditions including the oxygen demands due to solids and process recycle flows. (        )

02. Activated Sludge. (        )

a. Aeration. (        )

i. Capacities and Permissible Loadings. The size of the aeration tank for any 
particular adaptation of the process shall be determined by full scale experience, pilot plant 
studies, or rational calculations based mainly on solids retention time, food to microorganism 
ratio, and mixed liquor suspended solids levels. Other factors, such as size of treatment plant, 
diurnal load variations, and degree of treatment required, shall also be considered. In addition, 
temperature, alkalinity, pH, and reactor dissolved oxygen shall be considered when designing for 
nitrification. Calculations shall be submitted to the Department in the Preliminary Engineering 
Report to justify the basis for design of aeration tank capacity. (        )

ii. Arrangement of Aeration Tanks. (        )

(1) Dimensions. The dimensions of each aeration tank or return sludge reaeration tank 
shall be such as to maintain effective mixing and utilization of air. An exception is that 
horizontally mixed aeration tanks shall have a depth of not less than five point five (5.5) feet.

(        )

(2) Number of Units. Total aeration tank volume plus redundancy requirements shall 
be divided among two (2) or more equal units, capable of independent operation. (        )
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(3) Inlets and Outlets. (        )

(a) Controls. Inlets and outlets for each aeration tank unit shall be designed to control 
flow to any unit with reasonable accuracy and to maintain reasonably constant liquid level. The 
properties of the system shall permit the design peak day flow to be treated with any single 
aeration tank unit out of service. The properties of the system shall permit the design peak hour 
hydraulic flow to be carried with any single aeration tank unit out of service. (        )

(b) Conduits. Channels and pipes carrying liquids with solids in suspension shall be 
designed to be self-cleansing. (        )

(c) Scum and Foam Control. Aeration tanks shall be designed to include adequate 
control or removal of scum and foam. (        )

(4) Freeboard. All aeration tanks should have a freeboard of not less than eighteen 
(18) inches. (        )

iii. Aeration Equipment. (        )

(1) General. Oxygen requirements generally depend on maximum diurnal organic 
loading, degree of treatment, and level of suspended solids concentration to be maintained in the 
aeration tank mixed liquor. Aeration equipment shall be capable of maintaining a minimum of 
two point zero (2.0) mg/L of dissolved oxygen in the mixed liquor at all times and provide 
thorough mixing of the mixed liquor (for a horizontally mixed aeration tank system, an average 
velocity of one (1) foot per second must be maintained). In the absence of experimentally 
determined values, the design oxygen requirements for all activated sludge processes shall be 1.1 
lb 02 per lb of design peak hourly BOD5 applied to the aeration tanks, with the exception of the 
extended aeration process, for which the value shall be one point five (1.5) to include endogenous 
respiration requirements. (        )

(a) Where nitrification is required or will occur, the oxygen requirement for oxidizing 
ammonia must be added to the above requirement for carbonaceous BOD5 removal and 
endogenous respiration requirements. The nitrogenous oxygen demand (NOD) shall be taken as 
four point six (4.6) times the diurnal peak hourly total Kjeldahl nitrogen content of the aeration 
tank influent. In addition, the oxygen demands due to recycle flows must be considered due to the 
high concentrations of BOD5 and total Kjeldahl nitrogen associated with such flows. (        )

(b) Meet maximum oxygen demand and maintain process performance with the 
largest unit out of service. Provide for varying the amount of oxygen transferred in proportion to 
the load demand on the plant. (        )

(2) Diffused Air Systems. Air requirements including, but not limited to, process air, 
channel aeration, aerobic digestion, and miscellaneous plant air shall be submitted to the 
Department in the Preliminary Engineering Report. Blowers shall be provided in multiple units, 
so arranged and in such capacities as to meet the maximum air demand with the single largest unit 
out of service. The design shall also provide for varying the volume of air delivered in proportion 
to the load demand of the plant. Aeration equipment shall be easily adjustable in increments and 
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shall maintain solids suspension within these limits. (        )

(3) Mechanical Aeration Systems. (        )

(a) Oxygen Transfer Performance. The mechanism and drive unit shall be designed 
for the expected conditions in the aeration tank in terms of the power performance. Certified 
testing shall be provided to verify mechanical aerator performance. Refer to applicable provisions 
of Subsection 490.02. In the absence of specific design information, the oxygen requirements 
shall be calculated for mechanical aeration systems using a transfer rate not to exceed two (2) 
pounds of oxygen per horsepower per hour in clean water under standard test conditions. Design 
transfer efficiencies shall be included in the specifications. (        )

(b) Design Requirements. Motors, gear housing, bearings, grease fittings, etc., shall be 
easily accessible and protected from inundation and spray as necessary for proper functioning of 
the unit. (        )

(c) Winter Protection. Where extended cold weather conditions occur, the aerator 
mechanism and associated structure shall be protected from freezing due to splashing. Due to high 
heat loss, subsequent treatment units shall be protected from freezing. (        )

b. Non-Aerated Tanks or Zones. Non-aerated tanks or zones within aeration tanks 
shall have mixing equipment adequate to fully mix the contents. Provide calculations in the 
Preliminary Engineering Report for sizing of this equipment. (        )

c. Return Sludge Equipment. (        )

i.  Return Sludge Rate. The return sludge rate of withdrawal from the final settling 
tank is a function of the concentration of suspended solids in the mixed liquor entering it, the 
sludge volume index of these solids, and the length of time these solids are retained in the settling 
tank. The rate of sludge return shall be varied by means of adjustable weirs, variable speed 
pumps, or timers (small plants) to pump sludge. (        )

ii. Return Sludge Pumps. If a consolidated return sludge pump facility is used, the 
maximum return sludge capacity shall be obtained with the largest pump out of service. If 
individual sludge pumps are used at each settling basin, the pumps shall be designed to facilitate 
their rapid removal and replacement with a standby unit stored at the treatment plant site. If air 
lifts are used for returning sludge from each settling tank hopper, no standby unit will be required 
provided the design of the air lifts facilitate their rapid and easy cleaning and provided other 
suitable standby measures are made available. Air lifts should be at least three (3) inches in 
diameter. (        )

iii. Return Sludge Piping. Discharge piping should be at least four (4) inches in 
diameter and shall be designed to maintain a velocity of not less than two (2) feet per second 
when return sludge facilities are operating at normal return sludge rates. Suitable devices for 
observing, sampling, and controlling return activated sludge flow from each settling tank hopper 
shall be provided. (        )

iv. Waste Sludge Facilities. Means for observing, measuring, sampling, and 
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controlling waste activated sludge flow shall be provided. (        )

d. Sequencing Batch Reactors. The fill and draw mode of the activated sludge 
process commonly termed the Sequencing Batch Reactor may be used in Idaho. The design must 
be based on experience at other facilities and shall meet the applicable requirements under 
Sections 450, 470 and 490, except as modified in Subsection 490.02.d.i. through 490.02.d.xi. 
Continuity and reliability of treatment equal to that of the continuous flow through modes of the 
activated sludge process shall be provided. (        )

i. At least two (2) tanks shall be provided. (        )

ii. The decantable volume and decanter capacity of the sequencing batch reactor 
system with the largest basin out of service shall be sized to pass at least seventy-five (75) percent 
of the design maximum day flow without changing cycle times. A decantable volume of at least 
four (4) hours with the largest basin out of service based on one hundred (100) percent of the 
design maximum day flow is permissible. (        )

iii. System reliability with any single tank unit out of service and the instantaneous 
delivery of flow shall be evaluated in the design of decanter weirs and approach velocities.(        )

iv. Reactor design shall provide for scum removal and prevent overflow of settled 
solids. (        )

v. An adequate zone of separation between the sludge blanket and the decanter(s) 
shall be maintained throughout the decant phase. Decanters which draw the treated effluent from 
near the water surface throughout the decant phase are recommended. (        )

vi. Solids management to accommodate basin dewatering shall be considered. (        )

vii. The blowers shall be provided in multiple units, so arranged and in such capacities 
as to meet the maximum air demand in the oxic portions of the fill/react and react phases of the 
cycle with the single largest unit out of service. See Subsection 490.02. (        )

viii. Mechanical mixing independent of aeration shall be provided for all systems 
where biological phosphorus removal or denitrification is required. (        )

ix. Flow paced composite sampling equipment and continuous turbidity metering for 
separately monitoring the effluent quality from each basin may be required by the regulatory 
agency. All twenty-four (24) hour effluent quality composite samples for compliance reporting or 
monitoring plant operations shall be flow-paced and include samples collected at the beginning 
and end of each decant phase. (        )

x. A programmable logic controller (PLC) shall be provided. Multiple PLCs shall be 
provided as necessary to assure rapid process recovery or minimize the deterioration of effluent 
quality from the failure of a single controller. An uninterruptible power supply with electrical 
surge protection shall be provided for each PLC to retain program memory (i.e., process control 
program, last-known set points and measured process/equipment status, etc.) through a power 
loss. A hard-wired backup for manual override shall be provided in addition to automatic process 
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control. Both automatic and manual controls shall allow independent operation of each tank. In 
addition, a fail-safe control allowing at least twenty (20) minutes of settling between the react and 
decant phases shall be provided. The fail-safe control shall not be adjusted by the operator.(        )

xi. Provide sufficient quantity of spare parts, especially PLC module and valve 
operators. (        )

03. Other Biological Systems. (        )

a. General. Biological treatment processes not included in these rules shall be 
considered in accordance with Subsection 450.03. (        )

b. Membrane Bioreactors. Details for Membrane Bioreactor (MBR) plants shall be 
submitted and approved in the Preliminary Engineering Report. In addition to the requirements of 
Section 411, details shall include plant layout, calculations for hydraulic capacity and air required, 
membrane technology considered and membrane type and model selected, results from similar 
type MBR plants already in operation, and anticipated sludge production. (        )

491. -- 492. (RESERVED).

493. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - WASTEWATER LAGOONS.

01. General. (        )

a. These rules pertain to all new and existing municipal wastewater lagoons, 
including discharging or non-discharging lagoons, municipal wastewater treatment lagoons, 
municipal wastewater storage lagoons, and any other municipal wastewater lagoons that, if 
leaking, have the potential to degrade waters of the state. Lagoons are also sometimes referred to 
as ponds. Section 493 does not apply to industrial lagoons or mining tailings ponds, single-family 
dwellings utilizing a single lagoon, two (2) cell infiltrative system, those animal waste lagoons 
excluded from review under Section 39-118, Idaho Code, or storm water ponds. (        )

b. Lagoons utilized for equalization, percolation, evaporation, and sludge storage do 
not have to meet the requirements set forth in Subsections 493.05 through 493.10, but must 
comply with all other applicable subsections. (        )

02. Seepage Testing Requirements. All existing lagoons covered under these rules 
shall be seepage tested by an Idaho licensed professional engineer, an Idaho licensed professional 
geologist, or by individuals under their supervision by April 15, 2012 unless otherwise specified 
in a current permit issued by the Director, and, as part of the construction process, all new 
lagoons must be seepage tested by an Idaho licensed professional engineer, an Idaho licensed 
professional geologist, or by individuals under their supervision. All lagoons covered under these 
rules must be seepage tested by an Idaho licensed professional engineer, an Idaho licensed 
professional geologist, or by individuals under their supervision every five (5) years after the 
initial testing. The procedure for performing a seepage test or alternative analysis must be 
approved by the Department, and the test results must be submitted to the Department. If an 
existing lagoon has had seepage testing done and results submitted to the Department before April 
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15, 2012, the owner of that lagoon has five (5) years from the date of the testing to comply with 
this requirement. (        )

03. Allowable Seepage Rates. (        )

a. Design Standard. Lagoons shall be designed for a maximum leakage rate of five 
hundred (500) gallons per acre per day. (        )

b. Operating Standard. The leakage rate for lagoons constructed after April 15, 2007 
shall be no more than zero point one hundred twenty-five (0.125) inches (1/8 inch) per day, which 
is approximately thirty-four hundred (3400) gallons per acre per day. The leakage rate for existing 
lagoons constructed prior to April 15, 2007 shall be no more than zero point twenty-five (0.25) 
inches (1/4 inch) per day. (        )

c. For lagoons located over sensitive aquifers or near 303d listed stream segments, 
the operating standard may be considerably lower than stated in Subsection 493.03.b., based on a 
ground water investigation considering fate and transport of contaminants to determine the effect 
of the seepage on the aquifer or stream segment. (        )

04. Requirements for Lagoons Leaking Above the Allowable Amount. If a lagoon 
is found to be leaking at a rate higher than that allowed under Subsection 493.03.b., the owner of 
the lagoon, in accordance with a schedule negotiated with and approved by the Director, is 
required to: (        )

a. Repair the leak and retest for compliance; (        )

b. Re-line the lagoon and retest for compliance; (        )

c. Drain the lagoon in an approved manner and stop using the lagoon; or (        )

d. Determine the impact of the leaking lagoon on the environment based on ground 
water sampling and modeling. Any impact must comply with IDAPA 58.01.11, “Ground Water 
Quality Rule,” and IDAPA 58.01.02, “Water Quality Standards”. If the impact does not comply 
with IDAPA 58.01.11, “Ground Water Quality Rule,” and IDAPA 58.01.02, “Water Quality 
Standards,” the owner of the lagoon must follow one (1) of the steps set out in Subsections 
493.04.a. through 493.04.c. (        )

05. Location. (        )

a. Wastewater treatment lagoons shall be placed a minimum of two hundred (200) 
feet from residential property lines. In all cases, the design location shall consider odors, 
nuisances, etc. This distance is to the toe of the exterior slope of the dike or to the top of the cut 
for a lagoon placed into a hillside. More restrictive planning and zoning or other local 
requirements shall apply. (        )

b. Ground Water Separation. A minimum separation of two (2) feet between the 
bottom of the pond and the maximum ground water elevation shall be maintained. (        )
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c. Bedrock Separation. A minimum separation of two (2) feet between the pond 
bottom and any bedrock formation shall be maintained. (        )

06. Basis of Design. (        )

a. Design variables such as climatic conditions, odor, pond depth, multiple units, 
detention time, and additional treatment units must be considered with respect to applicable 
standards for BOD5, total suspended solids (TSS), fecal coliform, dissolved oxygen (DO), pH, 
and other effluent requirements and limits. (        )

b. The Preliminary Engineering Report shall include all design criteria for the 
development of the pond design. (        )

c. The reaction rate coefficient for domestic wastewater which includes some 
industrial wastes, other wastes, and partially treated wastewater must be determined 
experimentally for various conditions which might be encountered in the lagoons or actual data 
from lagoons in similar climates. Conversion of the reaction rate coefficient at other temperatures 
shall be made based on experimental data. (        )

d. Oxygen requirements generally will depend on the design average BOD5 loading, 
the degree of treatment, and the concentration of suspended solids to be maintained. If needed, 
aeration equipment shall be capable of maintaining a minimum dissolved oxygen level of two (2) 
mg/L in the ponds at all times. Suitable protection from weather shall be provided for electrical 
controls. Aerated cells shall be followed by a polishing cell with a detention time of a minimum of 
twenty-four (24) hours. (        )

e. See Subsection 490.02 for details on aeration equipment. (        )

07. Industrial Wastes as a Part of the Municipal Wastewater. (        )

a. Consideration shall be given to the type and effects of industrial wastes on the 
treatment process. (        )

b. Industrial wastes shall not be discharged to ponds without assessment of the effects 
such substances may have upon the treatment process or discharge requirements in accordance 
with state and federal laws. (        )

08. Number of Cells Required. (        )

a. A wastewater treatment pond system shall consist of a minimum of three (3) cells 
designed to facilitate both series and parallel operations. Two (2) cell systems may be utilized in 
very small installations of less than fifty thousand (50,000) gallons per day. (        )

b. All systems shall be designed with piping flexibility to permit isolation of any cell 
without affecting the transfer and discharge capabilities of the total system. (        )

09. Pond Construction Details. (        )
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a. Embankments and Dikes. (        )

i. Material. Dikes shall be constructed of relatively impervious soil and compacted to 
at least ninety-five (95) percent Standard Proctor Density to form a stable structure. Vegetation 
and other unsuitable materials shall be removed from the area where the embankment is to be 
placed. (        )

ii. Top Width. The minimum dike width shall be ten (10) feet to permit access for 
maintenance vehicles. (        )

iii. Maximum Slopes. Inner and outer dike slopes shall not be steeper than one (1) 
vertical to three (3) horizontal (1:3). (        )

iv. Minimum Slopes. Inner slopes should not be flatter than one (1) vertical to four (4) 
horizontal (1:4). Flatter slopes can be specified for larger installations because of wave action but 
have the disadvantage of added shallow areas being conducive to emergent vegetation. Outer 
slopes shall be sufficient to prevent surface runoff from entering the ponds. (        )

v. Freeboard. Minimum freeboard shall be three (3) feet, except that for small 
systems of less than fifty thousand (50,000) gallons per day, two (2) feet may be acceptable.

(        )

vi. Design Depth. The minimum operating depth shall be sufficient to prevent growth 
of aquatic plants and damage to the dikes, bottom, control structures, aeration equipment, and 
other appurtenances. In no case shall pond depths be less than two (2) feet. (        )

b. Pond Bottom. (        )

i. Soil. Soil used in constructing the pond bottom (not including the seal) and dike 
cores shall be relatively incompressible and tight and compacted to at least ninety-five (95) 
percent Standard Proctor Density. (        )

ii. Seal. Ponds shall be sealed such that seepage loss through the seal complies with 
Subsection 493.03. Results of a testing program which substantiates the adequacy of the proposed 
seal must be incorporated into and/or accompany the Preliminary Engineering Report. (        )

c. Miscellaneous. (        )

i. Fencing. The pond area shall be enclosed with an adequate fence to prevent 
entering of livestock and discourage trespassing. (        )

ii. Access. An all-weather access road shall be provided to the pond site to allow 
year-round maintenance of the facility. (        )

iii. Warning Signs. Appropriate permanent signs shall be provided along the fence 
around the pond to designate the nature of the facility and advise against trespassing. At least one 
(1) sign shall be provided on each side of the site and one (1) for every five hundred (500) feet of 
its perimeter. (        )

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Docket No. 58-0116-0502
Wastewater Rules PENDING RULE

RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT Page 171 2007 PENDING RULE

iv. Flow Measurement. Flow measurement requirements are provided in Subsection 
450.06.e. Effective weather protection shall be provided for the recording equipment. (        )

v. Ground Water Monitoring. A ground water monitoring plan shall be submitted to 
the Department for review and approval as a part of the Preliminary Engineering Report. An 
approved system of wells or lysimeters shall be required around the perimeter of the pond site to 
facilitate ground water monitoring. (        )

10. Closure. The owner shall notify the Department at least six (6) months prior to 
permanently removing any wastewater lagoon facility from service, including any treatment or 
storage pond. Prior to commencing closure activities, the facility shall: (        )

a. Participate in a pre-closure on-site meeting with the Department; (        )

b. Develop a site closure plan that identifies specific closure, site characterization, or 
cleanup tasks with scheduled task completion dates in accordance with agreements made at the 
pre-site closure meeting; and (        )

c. Submit the completed site closure plan to the Department for review and approval 
within forty-five (45) days of the pre-site closure meeting. The facility must complete the 
Department approved site closure plan. (        )

494. -- 499. (RESERVED).

500. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - DISINFECTION.

01. General. Disinfection of the effluent shall be provided as necessary to meet 
applicable standards. The design of new municipal wastewater treatment facilities, or municipal 
wastewater treatment facilities undergoing material modifications, shall consider meeting both 
the bacterial standards and the disinfectant residual limit in the effluent. The disinfection process 
shall be selected after due consideration of waste characteristics, type of treatment process 
provided prior to disinfection, waste flow rates, pH of waste, disinfectant demand rates, current 
technology application, cost of equipment and chemicals, power cost, and maintenance 
requirements as determined in the Preliminary Engineering Report. Where a disinfection process 
other than chlorination or ultraviolet disinfection is proposed, supporting data from pilot plant 
installations or similar full scale installations shall be required as a basis for the design of the 
system. (        )

02. Determining the Necessity For Disinfection of Sewage Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Effluent. (        )

a. Disinfection of municipal wastewater treatment facility effluent shall be required 
when: (        )

i. Required by an NPDES permit; or (        )
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ii. The effluent is discharged to a land application/reuse facility and is required to 
meet the disinfection requirements found in IDAPA 58.01.17, “Rules for the Reclamation and 
Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater.” (        )

iii. The effluent discharged to a land application/reuse facility, where ground water 
contamination has exceeded the bacterial limit found in IDAPA 58.01.11, “Ground Water Quality 
Rules,” and it has been determined by the Department that disinfection is required. (        )

b. The need for disinfection of sewage wastewater treatment plant effluent where 
treatment consists of lagoons with at least thirty (30) day retention time shall be evaluated on a 
case by case basis. (        )

03. Chlorine Disinfection. (        )

a. Type. Chlorine is available for disinfection in gas, liquid (hypochlorite solution), 
and pellet (hypochlorite tablet) form. The type of chlorine should be carefully evaluated during 
the facility planning or preliminary engineering process. The use of chlorine gas or liquid will be 
most dependent on the size of the facility and the chlorine dose required. Large quantities of 
chlorine, such as are contained in ton cylinders and tank cars, can present a considerable hazard to 
plant personnel and to the surrounding area should such containers develop leaks. Both monetary 
cost and the potential public exposure to chlorine shall be considered when making the final 
determination. (        )

b. Dosage. For disinfection, the capacity shall be adequate to produce an effluent that 
will meet the applicable bacterial limits specified by the regulatory agency for that installation. 
Required disinfection capacity will vary, depending on the uses and points of application of the 
disinfection chemical. The chlorination system shall be designed on a rational basis and 
calculations justifying the equipment sizing and number of units shall be submitted for the whole 
operating range of flow rates for the type of control to be used. System design considerations shall 
include the controlling wastewater flow meter (sensitivity and location), telemetering equipment, 
and chlorination controls. (        )

c. Piping and Connections. Piping systems shall be as simple as practicable, 
specifically selected and manufactured to be suitable for chlorine service, with consideration for 
minimizing number of joints. Piping should be well supported and protected against temperature 
extremes. Venting of excess gas shall be provided. Special considerations shall be given to piping 
and fixture selection for hypochlorite and chlorine use. Section 008 provides a reference to 
guidance documents; see Subsections 008.01, 008.04 and 008.05. (        )

d. Standby Equipment and Spare Parts. Standby equipment of sufficient capacity 
should be available to replace the largest unit during shutdowns. Spare parts shall be available for 
all disinfection equipment to replace parts which are subject to wear and breakage. (        )

e. Housing. (        )

i. Feed and Storage Rooms. Gas chlorination equipment and chlorine cylinders shall 
be housed in a building. If this building is used for other purposes, a gas-tight room shall separate 
this equipment from any other portion of the building. Floor drains from the chlorine room shall 
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not be connected to floor drains from other rooms. Doors to this room shall open only to the 
outside of the building and shall be equipped with panic hardware. Rooms shall permit easy 
access to all equipment. Section 009 provides a reference to requirements of other regulatory 
entities, compliance with which may be required by other law. (        )

ii. Ventilation. Section 009 provides a reference to the requirements of the National 
Electric Code, compliance with which may be required by other law. (        )

iii. Electrical Controls. Section 009 provides a reference to the requirements of the 
National Electric Code, compliance with which may be required by other law. (        )

iv. Protective and Respiratory Gear. Respiratory air-pac protection equipment shall be 
available where chlorine gas is handled, and shall be stored at a convenient location, but not 
inside any room where chlorine is used or stored. Instructions for using the equipment shall be 
posted. Section 008 provides a reference to guidance documents; see Subsections 008.01, 008.04 
and 008.05. (        )

04. Dechlorination. (        )

a. Types. (        )

i. Dechlorination of wastewater effluent may be necessary to reduce the toxicity due 
to chlorine residuals. The most common dechlorination chemicals are sulfur compounds, 
particularly sulfur dioxide gas or aqueous solutions of sulfite or bisulfite. Pellet dechlorination 
systems are also available for small facilities. (        )

ii. The type of dechlorination system should be carefully selected considering criteria 
including the following: type of chemical storage required, amount of chemical needed, ease of 
operation, compatibility with existing equipment, and safety. (        )

b. Dosage. The dosage of dechlorination chemical depends on the residual chlorine in 
the effluent, the final residual chlorine limit, and the particular form of the dechlorinating 
chemical used. (        )

c. Standby Equipment and Spare Parts. The same requirements apply as for 
chlorination systems. See Subsection 500.04.d. (        )

d. Housing Requirements/Feed and Storage Rooms. The requirements for housing 
SO2 gas equipment shall follow the same guidelines as used for chlorine gas. Refer to Section 
500.04.e. for specific details. When using solutions of the dechlorinating compounds, the 
solutions may be stored in a room that meets the safety and handling requirements set forth in 
Section 450.07. The mixing, storage, and solution delivery areas must be designed to contain or 
route solution spillage or leakage away from traffic areas to an appropriate containment unit.

(        )

e. Protective and Respiratory Gear. The respiratory air-pac protection equipment is 
the same as for chlorine. See Subsection 500.04.e. (Refer to The Compressed Gas Association 
Publication CGA G-3-1995, “Sulfur Dioxide”.) (        )
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05. Ultraviolet (UV) Radiation. (        )

a. The following documents are recommended to be used as references for UV 
system sizing and facility design: (        )

i. “Wastewater Engineering, Treatment and Reuse,” Metcalf and Eddy, referenced in 
Section 008. (        )

ii. For reuse applications, “Ultraviolet Disinfection Guidelines for Drinking Water 
and Water Reuse,” National Water Research Institute/AWWA Research Foundation, referenced in 
Section 008. (        )

b. For UV systems to be installed at any existing wastewater treatment facility, 
collection of one (1) year’s worth of UV transmittance (UVT) data (four (4) times per day) prior 
to predesign is encouraged, especially for facilities larger than five million gallons per day (5 
mgd) (design peak hourly flow), and facilities that have industries that vary discharge throughout 
the year. (        )

c. The Preliminary Engineering Report for all UV disinfection facilities shall include 
the following: (        )

i. A minimum of two (2) open channels (or justification for using a smaller system).
(        )

ii. A minimum of two (2) banks of UV lamps per channel (or justification for using a 
smaller system). (        )

iii. Description of the redundancy provided. (        )

iv. Description of the upstream flow splitting device (which splits flow to the two (2) 
or more UV channels). (        )

v. Description of water level control device. (        )

vi. Description of method used to take a channel off-line for maintenance, and method 
to dewater a channel. (        )

vii. Type of UV system technology (low-pressure low-intensity, low-pressure high-
intensity, medium pressure, etc.), with consideration given to power consumption. (        )

viii. Summary of UVT data and/or collimated beam data. (        )

ix. Description of HVAC system requirements to ensure adequate UV system 
performance during summer peak temperature period. (        )

x. Description of maintenance requirements including removal (cleaning) of biofilms 
from the channel walls upstream and downstream of the UV system. (        )
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xi. General description of alarming and controls. (        )

xii. Description of procedure used for UV system sizing. (        )

xiii. Design criteria: (        )

(1) Design UVT. (        )

(2) TSS. (        )

(3) Design water temperature range. (        )

(4) Dose. (        )

(5) End of lamp life factor. (        )

(6) Fouling factor. (        )

(7) Quartz sleeve transmittance factor. (        )

(8) Design peak hourly flow. (        )

(9) Existing minimum flow. (        )

(10) Number of channels. (        )

(11) Disinfection requirements (coliform concentration). (        )

(12) Maximum head-loss from upstream of the first bank to downstream of the last 
bank of lamps (lamp spacing divided by two (2)). (        )

d. Use of bioassay method of UV system sizing is encouraged if all manufacturers 
under consideration have existing bioassays performed using identical protocol, and the bioassay 
was performed under conditions similar to the design application. Use of the bioassay method of 
UV system sizing is discouraged if the conditions of Subsection 500.05.d. cannot be met. (        )

e. Closed chamber units will be reviewed on a case by case basis in accordance with 
Subsection 450.03.b. (        )

501. -- 509. (RESERVED).

510. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - SUPPLEMENTAL TREATMENT 
PROCESSES.

01. Chemical Treatment. Many chemicals in various forms can be applied in 
wastewater treatment to aid in nutrient removal, pH adjustment, enhanced clarification, and 
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sludge conditioning. Chemicals must be evaluated for each specific treatment process and must be 
compatible with other liquids, solids and air treatment processes. Laboratory tests such as jar tests 
or pilot-scale studies on actual process wastewater shall be used to select appropriate chemicals 
and dosage ranges. (        )

a. Phosphorus removal. Chemical phosphorus removal from wastewater involves the 
addition of metal salts (aluminum or iron) or lime to wastewater to form insoluble phosphate 
precipitates, removal of the precipitate from the wastewater, and disposal of the precipitate with 
the settled sludge. Many process options are available, and the designer shall select the chemical 
to insolubilize the phosphorus, estimate the dosage requirements, and select the point of chemical 
addition. (        )

b. Nitrogen Removal. Several chemical processes have been used for nitrogen 
removal. The three (3) major processes include breakpoint chlorination, selective ion exchange, 
and air stripping. Although these processes are technically feasible ways of removing nitrogen, 
the Department does not anticipate widespread use of chemicals for nitrogen removal, and 
justification to do so shall be demonstrated in the Preliminary Engineering Report. (        )

c. pH Adjustment. A common chemical process used in wastewater treatment is pH 
adjustment. Several methods are available to neutralize or adjust low pH wastewater. The 
methods used shall be mixing acid wastes with lime slurries, or adding the proper amount of 
concentrated caustic soda (NaOH) or soda ash (Na2CO3) as determined in the Preliminary 
Engineering Report. (        )

d. Enhanced Primary Clarification. When settling aids are used during the primary 
clarification process to enhance solids removal in the primary treatment process, the additional 
solids volume shall be accounted for in pumping, solids handling, stabilization, and disposal 
processes. The coagulant shall be added and mixed before the sedimentation process. Flocculants, 
if used, shall be added after the coagulant. The design shall provide for chemical addition points 
at several locations to give process personnel the opportunity to adjust for optimum performance.

(        )

02. Filtration for Tertiary Treatment. Details for plants with tertiary treatment 
utilizing filtration shall be submitted and approved in the Preliminary Engineering Report. (        )

a. Membranes. In addition to requirements of Section 411, details shall include plant 
layout, calculations for hydraulic capacity and air required, membrane technology considered and 
membrane type and model selected, results from similar type filtration plants already in operation, 
and anticipated sludge production. (        )

b. Media. In addition to requirements of Section 411, details shall include plant 
layout, calculations for hydraulic capacity, media considered and media type selected, results 
from similar type filtration plants already in operation, and anticipated sludge production. (        )

c. Cloth. In addition to requirements of Section 411, details shall include plant 
layout, calculations for hydraulic capacity, technology considered and type and model selected, 
results from similar type filtration plants already in operation, and anticipated sludge production.

(        )
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d. Reverse Osmosis. In addition to requirements of Section 411, details shall include 
plant layout, calculations for hydraulic capacity required, technology considered and type and 
model selected, results from similar type filtration plants already in operation, and anticipated 
sludge production. (        )

511. -- 519. (RESERVED).

520. FACILITY AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES - HANDLING AND TREATMENT OF 
SEPTAGE AT A WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT.

01. General. Septage disposal at a wastewater treatment plant is at the discretion of 
the owner of the wastewater treatment plant, unless other conditions apply. One method of 
septage disposal is the discharge to a municipal wastewater treatment plant. All plants require 
special design considerations prior to the acceptance of septage. Prior to acceptance of septage at 
a wastewater treatment plant, the plan for doing so must be addressed in the Facility Plan. (        )

02. Characteristics. Tables No. 1 and No. 2 (Tables 3-4 and 3-8 from the U.S. EPA 
Handbook entitled “Septage Treatment and Disposal” 1984, EPA-625/6-84-009) give a 
comparison of some of the common parameters for septage and municipal wastewater. These 
tables are located at the end of Appendix A-3 of the Recommended Standards for Wastewater 
Facilities. See Section 008 of these rules. (        )

03. Considerations. It is essential that an adequate engineering evaluation of the 
existing plant and the anticipated septage loading be conducted prior to receiving septage at the 
plant. The wastewater treatment plant owner shall be contacted to obtain the appropriate 
approvals prior to the acceptance of septage. For proposed plant expansion and upgrading, the 
Preliminary Engineering Report and Facility Plan shall include anticipated septage loading in 
addressing treatment plant sizing and process selection. (        )

521. -- 599. (RESERVED).

600. LAND APPLICATION OF WASTEWATER(S) OR RECHARGE WATERS. 
Land application of wastewater or recharge waters is subject to the following requirements:

(4-11-06)

01. Land Application/Reuse Permit. Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
Rules, IDAPA 58.01.17, “Wastewater Land Application Permit Rules for the Reclamation and 
Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater,” require a permit prior to land application/reuse of 
certain types of wastewater. (4-11-06)(        )

02. Applied Waters Restricted to Premises. Wastewater(s) or recharge waters 
applied to the land surface must be restricted to the premises of the application site. Wastewater 
discharges to surface water that require a permit under the Clean Water Act must be authorized by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. (4-11-06)

03. Hazard or Nuisance Prohibited. Wastewaters must not create a public health 
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hazard or a nuisance condition. (4-11-06)

04. Monitoring. Provision must be made for monitoring the quality of the ground 
water in proximity of the application site. The ground water monitoring program is subject to 
approval by the Department. All data and reports resulting from the ground water monitoring 
program must be submitted to the Department upon request. The minimum frequency of 
monitoring and data submittal will be determined by the Department and in general will be 
dependent upon: (4-11-06)

a. The nature and volume of wastewater material or recharge water; (4-11-06)

b. The frequency and duration of application; and (4-11-06)

c. The characteristics of the soil mantle on and lithology underlying the application 
site. (4-11-06)

05. Basis for Evaluation. The evaluation for an approval to irrigate, either by 
sprinkling or flooding or surface spreading of wastewater material or by burying wastewater 
material or recharge water in the upper soil horizon as a method of treatment, must include, but 
will not necessarily be limited to, consideration of the following items: (4-11-06)

a. The type and quantity of wastewater(s) proposed for land application. In general, 
the wastewater(s) organic constituents are to be biologically degradable and inorganic 
constituents must be utilized by vegetation or those organisms normally present in the soil. Other 
wastewater(s) or recharge waters will be considered provided it can be shown that land 
application will not adversely affect beneficial uses of waters of the state. (4-11-06)

b. The nature of the soils and geologic formations underlying the application site. 
The entity proposing the activity must provide reasonable assurance that the soils and site geology 
will provide the required level of treatment and will not allow movement of pollutants into the 
underlying ground water. (4-11-06)

c. The ability of the soil and vegetative cover on the application site to remove the 
pollutants contained in the applied waters through the combined processes of consumptive use 
and biological and chemical inactivation. (4-11-06)

601. -- 649. (RESERVED).

650. SLUDGE USAGE.

01. Disposal Plans Required. Sludge can be utilized as soil augmentation only in 
conformance with: (4-11-06)

a. A Department approved sludge disposal plan; or (4-11-06)

b. Procedures and in a manner approved by the Department on a site-by-site basis.
(4-11-06)
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02. Basis for Evaluation. Sludge disposal plans and sludge utilization proposals will 
be evaluated by the Department in regard to their protection of water quality and public health.

(4-11-06)

03. Elements of Plans and Proposals. Plans and proposals must at a minimum 
provide: (4-11-06)

a. That only stabilized sludge will be used. (4-11-06)

b. The criteria utilized for site selection, including: (4-11-06)

i. Soil description; (4-11-06)

ii. Geological features; (4-11-06)

iii. Groundwater characteristics; (4-11-06)

iv. Surrounding land use; (4-11-06)

v. Topography; and (4-11-06)

vi. Climate. (4-11-06)

c. A description of the application process. (4-11-06)

d. A statement detailing procedures to prevent application which could result in a 
reduction of soil productivity or in the percolation of excess nutrients. (4-11-06)

e. Identification of potential adverse health effects in regard to the sludge and its 
proposed use. (4-11-06)

f. Delineation of methods or procedures to be used to alleviate or eliminate adverse 
health effects. (4-11-06)

04. Reference to Federal Regulations. See Code of Federal Regulations, 40 CFR, 
Part 503, Standards for the Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge. (        )
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IDAPA 58 - DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

58.01.17 - RULES FOR THE RECLAMATION AND REUSE OF MUNICIPAL 
AND INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER

DOCKET NO. 58-0117-0601

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - ADOPTION OF PENDING RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule has been adopted by the Board of Environmental Quality (Board) 
and is now pending review by the 2007 Idaho State Legislature for final approval. The pending 
rule will become final and effective immediately upon the adjournment sine die of the First 
Regular Session of the Fifty-ninth Idaho Legislature unless prior to that date the rule is rejected, 
amended or modified by concurrent resolution in accordance with Sections 67-5224 and 67-5291, 
Idaho Code.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5224, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that the 
Board has adopted a pending rule. The action is authorized by Title 39, Chapter 1, Idaho Code. 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: A detailed summary of the reason for adopting the rule is set 
forth in the initial proposal published in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin, August 2, 2006, 
Vol. 06-8, pages 285 through 304. After consideration of public comments, the proposed rule 
has been revised at Sections 600 and 601. The remainder of the rule has been adopted as 
initially proposed. The Rulemaking and Public Comment Summary can be obtained at 
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/rules/waste_water/58_0117_0601_pending.cfm or by contacting 
the undersigned.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, provides 
that DEQ must meet certain requirements when it formulates and recommends rules which are 
broader in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations. There is no federal law or 
regulation that is comparable to the Rules for Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial 
Wastewater. Therefore, the changes to the rule are not broader in scope or more stringent than 
federal law or regulations. 

Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, also applies to a rule which “proposes to regulate an activity not 
regulated by the federal government.” This rule does regulate an activity not regulated by the 
federal government. The following is a summary of additional information required by Sections 
39-107D(3) and (4), Idaho Code. Information relating to Section 39-107D(2) has also been 
provided. The requirements set forth in this rule are based upon best available peer reviewed 
science and studies and analyses conducted by other states, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), and national water reuse organizations that indicate the requirements are 
protective of human health and the environment and do not pose an unreasonable risk to the 
public potentially exposed. The referenced studies and analyses will be included in the 
rulemaking record and can be reviewed during the public comment period for further detailed 
information regarding risk.

Section 39-107D(2)(a), Idaho Code. To the degree that a department action is based on 
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science the department shall utilize the best available peer reviewed science and supporting 
studies conducted in accordance with sound objective scientific practices.
The filtration/chorine disinfection process Class A requirements relating to virus reduction have 
been shown in studies supporting The State of California Department of Health Services 
Treatment Technology Report for Recycled Water (Treatment Technology Report for Recycled 
Water), http://www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/ddwem/publications/waterrecycling/treatmenttechnology.pdf,
to achieve a five (5)-log reduction in virus. There have been numerous Ultra-Violet (UV) process 
studies by manufacturers that show that they can also meet this five (5)-log reduction in virus. The 
actual five (5)-log reduction in virus level now stated in the rule is the accepted norm throughout 
the reuse industry in the United States for Class A levels of reuse. The requirements set forth in 
this rule are based upon best available peer reviewed science and studies and analyses conducted 
by other states, EPA, and national water reuse organizations that indicate the requirements are 
protective of human health and the environment and do not pose an unreasonable risk to the 
public potentially exposed. The referenced studies and analyses will be included in the 
rulemaking record and can be reviewed during the public comment period for further detailed 
information regarding risk.

Section 39-107D(2)(b), Idaho Code. To the degree that a department action is based on 
science the department shall utilize data collected by accepted methods or best available 
methods if the reliability of the method and the nature of the decision justifies use of the 
data.
Data were not collected or analyzed by DEQ as part of this rulemaking process. DEQ relied on 
information readily available to the public from federal and state government publications and 
articles from scientific professional journals. 

Section 39-107D(3)(a), Idaho Code. Identification of each population or receptor addressed 
by an estimate of public health effects or environmental effects. 
The limits placed on wastewater treatment in the stated modifications are for both public health 
and environmental effects. The population affected by these limits includes the residents and users 
of facilities being irrigated by this wastewater effluent and the potential users of down-gradient 
beneficial uses of groundwater being recharged by this wastewater effluent. 

Section 39-107D(3)(b) and (c), Idaho Code. Identification of the expected risk or central 
estimate of risk for the specific population or receptor and identification of each 
appropriate upper bound or lower bound estimate of risk. 
The expected risk of exposure to this quality of wastewater effluent for each of these populations 
is as follows. 

The expected risk for nitrate contamination on ground water is low. For nitrate from the 
wastewater effluent entering the ground water and affecting down-gradient beneficial users for 
drinking water (either directly or indirectly), the limits are based on IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho 
Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems,” and IDAPA 58.01.11, “Ground Water Quality Rule.” 
These standards are based on past studies by EPA determining the adverse health effects on 
infants from nitrate in drinking water. 
 
The expected risk for pathogen contamination for affected populations is low. For pathogens in 
the wastewater effluent, the coliform limits are based on IDAPA 58.01.17, “Rules for the 
Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater.” For virus contamination using 
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Class A wastewater, the expected risk is low. The rules include additional disinfection 
requirements that are meant to lower virus levels such that the Class A effluent can be handled by 
workers and homeowners with minimal risk. Associated additional requirements regarding 
treatment, buffer zones, reliability and redundancy are included to give additional assurance that 
the limits are attained consistently.

The expected risk of cross-connections from the wastewater effluent distribution system to the 
drinking water distribution system is low. There are multiple requirements put on the distribution 
system of the wastewater effluent. These requirements provide the affected populations with 
safeguards against contamination of their drinking water system from parallel or crossing main 
lines. These requirements also protect against contamination of their wastewater effluent system 
by raw sewage in parallel or crossing main lines. 

Section 39-107D(3)(d), Idaho Code. Identification of each significant uncertainty identified 
in the process of the assessment of public health effects or environmental effects and any 
studies that would assist in resolving the uncertainty. 
The limits placed on wastewater treatment in the stated modifications are for both public health 
and environmental effects. The limits in these rule modifications are based on limits and standards 
used by other states and as promoted by national water reuse organizations. Although Idaho’s 
wastewater land application permit program has been in affect for many years utilizing treated 
effluent for agricultural and municipal beneficial irrigation, the use of highly treated wastewater 
for higher beneficial uses is an evolving industry throughout the United States and the world. 
These higher uses, involving almost unrestricted use and unrestricted access by the general 
public, call for higher treatment and monitoring requirements to protect the affected populations. 
The uncertainty in assessing the health and environmental effects is believed to be minimal, but 
not zero.

Section 39-107D(3)(e), Idaho Code. Identification of studies known to the department that 
support, are directly relevant to, or fail to support any estimate of public health effects or 
environmental effects and the methodology used to reconcile inconsistencies in the data. The 
use of the 10 mg/l for nitrate is based on the existing Ground Water Quality Rule and the existing 
Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems. The use of the 2.2 total coliform limit is currently 
in the Rules for the Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater. The 
filtration/chorine disinfection process Class A requirements relating to virus reduction have been 
shown in studies supporting the Treatment Technology Report for Recycled Water to achieve a 
five (5)-log reduction in virus. There have been numerous ultra-violet (UV) process studies by 
manufacturers that show that they can also meet this five (5)-log reduction in virus. The actual 
five (5)-log reduction in virus level now stated in the rule is the accepted norm throughout the 
reuse industry in the United States for Class A levels of Reuse.

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on questions concerning this 
rulemaking, contact Mark Mason, mark.mason@deq.idaho.gov, (208) 373-0266.

Dated this 16th day of November, 2006.
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THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE PROPOSED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5221(1), Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that 
this agency has proposed rulemaking. This action is authorized by Title 39, Chapter 1, Idaho 
Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: No hearings have been scheduled. Pursuant to Section 67-
5222(2), Idaho Code, a public hearing will be held if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) 
persons, a political subdivision, or an agency. Written requests for a hearing must be received by 
the undersigned on or before August 16, 2006. If no such written request is received, a public 
hearing will not be held.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has 
initiated this rulemaking to address the following issues:

1. Add the ability for DEQ to issue some permits for up to 5 years without a 
complete application package or staff analysis. This would be for permits where little 
change is needed in the existing permit and application content from the previous permit 
application is already available. Summary information for the last permit cycle and 
anticipated impacts would still be necessary.

2. Add more extensive disinfection requirements for Class A effluent, including 
concentration/contact time (CT) requirements for chlorine disinfection and other 
requirements for Class A UV disinfection. This is to control virus levels in the effluent.

3. Add other uses for Class A effluent including subsurface distribution for 
groundwater recharge, fire suppression, dust suppression, and commercial toilet flushing. 
Use only for commercial toilet flushing could allow for lower levels of treatment if the 
engineering report showed proof of protection of public health.

4. Add requirements for mixing Class A effluent with other irrigation waters.
5. Change the effluent turbidity limit for membrane filters from 2 NTU to 0.2 

NTU.
6. Add Class A granular media filter loading limits up to 5 gpm/ft2.
7. Add clarification for peak flow meaning peak day flow.
8. Add clarification for reliability and redundancy.

The proposed rule text is in legislative format. Language the agency proposes to add is 
underlined. Language the agency proposes to delete is struck out. It is these additions and 
deletions to which public comment should be addressed. Idaho Association of Commerce 
and Industry, Idaho Association of Cities, consulting engineers, existing and potential 
permittees, and the development community may be interested in participating in this 
rulemaking.

After consideration of public comments, DEQ intends to present the final proposal to the 
Board of Environmental Quality in November 2006 for adoption of a pending and 
temporary rule. If adopted by the Board, the temporary rule will become effective on 
November 17, 2006. The pending rule is expected to be final upon the adjournment of the 
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2007 legislative session if approved by the Legislature.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, provides 
that DEQ must meet certain requirements when it formulates and recommends rules which are 
broader in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations. There is no federal law or 
regulation that is comparable to the Rules for Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial 
Wastewater. Therefore, the proposed changes to the rule are not broader in scope or more 
stringent than federal law or regulations. 

Section 39-107D, Idaho Code, also applies to a rule which “proposes to regulate an activity 
not regulated by the federal government”. 
This rule does regulate an activity not regulated by the federal government. The following is a 
summary of additional information required by Sections 39-107D(3) and (4), Idaho Code. 
Information relating to Section 39-107D(2) has also been provided. The requirements set forth in 
this proposed rule are based upon best available peer reviewed science and studies and analyses 
conducted by other states, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and national water 
reuse organizations that indicate the requirements are protective of human health and the 
environment and do not pose an unreasonable risk to the public potentially exposed. The 
referenced studies and analyses will be included in the rulemaking record and can be reviewed 
during the public comment period for further detailed information regarding risk.

Section 39-107D(2)(a), Idaho Code. To the degree that a department action is based on 
science the department shall utilize the best available peer reviewed science and supporting 
studies conducted in accordance with sound objective scientific practices.
The proposed filtration/chorine disinfection process Class A requirements relating to virus 
reduction have been shown in studies supporting The State of California Department of Health 
Services Treatment Technology Report for Recycled Water (Treatment Technology Report for 
Recycled Water), http://www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/ddwem/publications/waterrecycling/
treatmenttechnology.pdf, to achieve a five (5)-log reduction in virus. There have been numerous 
Ultra-Violet (UV) process studies by manufacturers that show that they can also meet this five 
(5)-log reduction in virus. The actual five (5)-log reduction in virus level now stated in the rule is 
the accepted norm throughout the reuse industry in the United States for Class A levels of reuse. 
The requirements set forth in this proposed rule are based upon best available peer reviewed 
science and studies and analyses conducted by other states, EPA, and national water reuse 
organizations that indicate the requirements are protective of human health and the environment 
and do not pose an unreasonable risk to the public potentially exposed. The referenced studies and 
analyses will be included in the rulemaking record and can be reviewed during the public 
comment period for further detailed information regarding risk.

Section 39-107D(2)(b), Idaho Code. To the degree that a department action is based on 
science the department shall utilize data collected by accepted methods or best available 
methods if the reliability of the method and the nature of the decision justifies use of the 
data.
Data were not collected or analyzed by DEQ as part of this rulemaking process. DEQ relied on 
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information readily available to the public from federal and state government publications and 
articles from scientific professional journals. 

Section 39-107D(3)(a), Idaho Code. Identification of each population or receptor addressed 
by an estimate of public health effects or environmental effects. 
The limits placed on wastewater treatment in the stated modifications are proposed for both 
public health and environmental effects. The population affected by these limits includes the 
residents and users of facilities being irrigated by this wastewater effluent and the potential users 
of down-gradient beneficial uses of groundwater being recharged by this wastewater effluent. 

Section 39-107D(3)(b) and (c), Idaho Code. Identification of the expected risk or central 
estimate of risk for the specific population or receptor and identification of each 
appropriate upper bound or lower bound estimate of risk. 
The expected risk of exposure to this quality of wastewater effluent for each of these populations 
is as follows. 

The expected risk for nitrate contamination on ground water is low. For nitrate from the 
wastewater effluent entering the ground water and affecting down-gradient beneficial users for 
drinking water (either directly or indirectly), the limits are based on IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho 
Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems,” and IDAPA 58.01.11, “Ground Water Quality Rule.” 
These standards are based on past studies by EPA determining the adverse health effects on 
infants from nitrate in drinking water. 
 
The expected risk for pathogen contamination for affected populations is low. For pathogens in 
the wastewater effluent, the coliform limits are based on IDAPA 58.01.17, “Rules for the 
Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater.” For virus contamination using 
Class A wastewater, the expected risk is low. The proposed rules include additional disinfection 
requirements that are meant to lower virus levels such that the Class A effluent can be handled by 
workers and homeowners with minimal risk. Associated additional requirements regarding 
treatment, buffer zones, reliability and redundancy are included to give additional assurance that 
the limits are attained consistently.

The expected risk of cross-connections from the wastewater effluent distribution system to the 
drinking water distribution system is low. There are multiple requirements put on the distribution 
system of the wastewater effluent. These requirements provide the affected populations with 
safeguards against contamination of their drinking water system from parallel or crossing main 
lines. These requirements also protect against contamination of their wastewater effluent system 
by raw sewage in parallel or crossing main lines. 

Section 39-107D(3)(d), Idaho Code. Identification of each significant uncertainty identified 
in the process of the assessment of public health effects or environmental effects and any 
studies that would assist in resolving the uncertainty. 
The limits placed on wastewater treatment in the stated modifications are proposed for both 
public health and environmental effects. The limits in these rule modifications are based on limits 
and standards used by other states and as promoted by national water reuse organizations. 
Although Idaho’s wastewater land application permit program has been in affect for many years 
utilizing treated effluent for agricultural and municipal beneficial irrigation, the use of highly 
treated wastewater for higher beneficial uses is an evolving industry throughout the United States 
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and the world. These higher uses, involving almost unrestricted use and unrestricted access by the 
general public, call for higher treatment and monitoring requirements to protect the affected 
populations. The uncertainty in assessing the health and environmental effects is believed to be 
minimal, but not zero.

Section 39-107D(3)(e), Idaho Code. Identification of studies known to the department that 
support, are directly relevant to, or fail to support any estimate of public health effects or 
environmental effects and the methodology used to reconcile inconsistencies in the data. 
The use of the 10 mg/l for nitrate is based on the existing Ground Water Quality Rule and the 
existing Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems. The use of the 2.2 total coliform limit is 
currently in the Rules for the Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater. The 
proposed filtration/chorine disinfection process Class A requirements relating to virus reduction 
have been shown in studies supporting the Treatment Technology Report for Recycled Water to 
achieve a five (5)-log reduction in virus. There have been numerous ultra-violet (UV) process 
studies by manufacturers that show that they can also meet this five (5)-log reduction in virus. The 
actual five (5)-log reduction in virus level now stated in the rule is the accepted norm throughout 
the reuse industry in the United States for Class A levels of Reuse.

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: The text of the proposed rule has been drafted based on 
discussions held and concerns raised during negotiations conducted pursuant to Idaho Code 
Section 67-5220 and IDAPA 04.11.01.812-815. The Notice of Negotiated Rulemaking was 
published in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin, April 5, 2006, Vol. 06-4, page 105.

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on questions concerning this rulemaking, contact Mark Mason, 
mark.mason@deq.idaho.gov, (208) 373-0266.

Anyone may submit written comments on the proposed rule by mail, fax or e-mail at the address 
below. DEQ will consider all written comments received by the undersigned on or before August 
30, 2006.

Dated this 30th day of June, 2006.

THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE NEGOTIATED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5220, Idaho Code, and IDAPA 58.01.23, “Rules 
of Administrative Procedure Before the Board of Environmental Quality,” Sections 810 through 
815, notice is hereby given that this agency intends to promulgate a rule and desires public 
participation before publishing a proposed rule. This rulemaking action is authorized by Title 39, 
Chapter 1, Idaho Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has initiated this 
rulemaking to address the following issues:
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1. Add the ability for DEQ to issue some permits for up to 5 years without a 
complete application package or staff analysis. This would be for permits where little 
change is needed in the existing permit and application content from the previous permit 
application is already available. Summary information for the last permit cycle and 
anticipated impacts would still be necessary.

2. Add more extensive disinfection requirements for Class A effluent, including 
concentration/contact time (CT) requirements for chlorine disinfection and other 
requirements for Class A UV disinfection. This is to control virus levels in the effluent.

3. Add other uses for Class A effluent including fire suppression, dust 
suppression, and commercial toilet flushing. Use only for commercial toilet flushing could 
allow for lower levels of treatment if the engineering report showed proof of protection of 
public health. 

4. Add requirements for mixing Class A effluent with other irrigation waters. 
No pipe to pipe mixing without similar disinfection of other waters. Can mix in unlined or 
lined ponds depending on the use of effluent and limits in the reuse permit.

5. Change the effluent turbidity limit for membrane filters from 2 NTU to 0.2 
NTU. The current limit is the same as for sand filters; however, DEQ realized that 2 NTU 
for membranes meant that the membrane had already failed.

6. Add Class A granular media filter loading limits up to 5 gpm/ft2.

Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry, Idaho Association of Cities, consulting 
engineers, existing and potential permittees, and the development community may be 
interested in this rulemaking.

Upon conclusion of negotiations, DEQ intends to publish a proposed rule for public 
comment in the summer of 2007 and then present the final proposal to the Board of 
Environmental Quality for adoption of a temporary/pending rule in the fall of 2007. If 
adopted, the temporary/pending rule will be reviewed by the 2007 Idaho Legislature.

PRELIMINARY DRAFT: By April 12, 2006, the preliminary draft rule can be obtained at http:/
/www.deq.idaho.gov/rules/waste_water/58_0117_0601_negotiated.cfm or by contacting Paula 
Wilson at paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov, (208) 373-0418. 

MEETING SCHEDULE: Those interested in participating in the negotiated rulemaking process 
are encouraged to attend one of the following meetings. The meetings will take place 
simultaneously and will be connected by telephone. Additional meetings may be scheduled if 
necessary. For information regarding additional meetings, contact Mark Mason at 
mark.mason@deq.idaho.gov, (208)373-0266.

April 26, 2006, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mountain Time
Department of Environmental Quality, Conference Room C

1410 N. Hilton, Boise, Idaho
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Department of Environmental Quality
900 N. Skyline, Suite B, Idaho Falls, Idaho

Department of Environmental Quality
2110 Ironwood Parkway, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho

GENERAL INFORMATION: For more information about DEQ’s programs and activities, visit 
DEQ’s web site at www.deq.idaho.gov.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on questions concerning the negotiated rulemaking, contact Mark 
Mason at (208) 373-0266 or mark.mason@deq.idaho.gov.

Anyone may submit written comments during this negotiated rulemaking by mail, fax or e-mail at 
the address below. Written comments on the preliminary draft must be received by May 5, 2006. 
For information regarding submission of written comments on subsequent drafts of the negotiated 
rule, and to receive the most recent version of the draft negotiated rule, contact the undersigned.

Dated this 14th day of March 2006.

Paula J. Wilson
Environmental Quality Section
Attorney General’s Office
1410 N. Hilton
Boise, Idaho 83706-1255
(208) 373-0418/Fax No. (208) 373-0481
paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PENDING RULE

003. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE.

01. General. Unless expressly provided otherwise, any reference in these rules to any 
document identified in Subsection 003.02 shall constitute the full adoption by reference. (4-6-05)

02. Documents Incorporated by Reference. The following documents are 
incorporated by reference into these rules: (4-6-05)

a. IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems,” Subsection 
550.06 542, as codified in the 20057 Idaho Administrative Code. (4-11-06)(        )

b. IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems,” Subsection 
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550.06 543, as codified in the 20057 Idaho Administrative Code. (4-11-06)(        )

03. Availability of Documents Incorporated by Reference. Copies of the documents 
incorporated by reference are available at the following locations. (4-6-05)

a. Idaho Department of Environmental Quality, 1410 N. Hilton, Boise, ID 83706-
1255, www.deq.idaho.gov. (4-11-06)

b. Idaho Administrative Rules website, http://www.state.id.us/adm/adminrules/
agyindex.htm. (4-6-05)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

008. REFERENCED MATERIALS.

01. Idaho Guidance for the Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial 
Wastewater. This document, and subsequent revisions of this document, provides assistance in 
applying and interpreting these rules relating to permitting and operations of reclamation and 
reuse facilities. Copies of the document are available at the Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality, 1410 N. Hilton, Boise, ID 83706-1255, http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water/permits_forms/
permitting/guidance.cfm. (        )

02. Idaho Wastewater Rules, IDAPA 58.01.16. The Idaho Wastewater Rules are 
available at http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idapa58/0116.pdf. (        )

03. Treatment Technology Report for Recycled Water. The State of California 
Department of Health Services Treatment Technology Report for Recycled Water, http://
www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/ddwem/publications/waterrecycling/treatmenttechnology.pdf. (        )

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

200. DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of these rules the following definitions apply unless another meaning is clearly 
indicated by context: (4-1-88)

01. Applicant. The person applying for a reclamation and reuse permit. (4-11-06)

02. Applicable Requirements. Any state, local or federal statutes, regulations or 
ordinances to which the facility is subject. (4-1-88)

03. Board. The Idaho State Board of Environmental Quality. (12-31-91)
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04. Buffer Distances. (4-11-06)

a. The distances between the actual point of reuse of reclaimed wastewater and other 
uses such as wells, adjoining property, inhabited dwellings, and other features. Buffer distances 
are set to: (4-11-06)

i. Protect public health by limiting exposure to wastewater and conditions associated 
with reuse facilities; (4-11-06)

ii. Protect waters of the state, including surface water, ground water and drinking 
water supplies; and (4-11-06)

iii. Help ensure that wastewater is restricted to the reuse facilities. (4-11-06)

b. In determining buffer distances, the Department will consider, as applicable, the 
degree of treatment or pretreatment of wastewater; the method of irrigation; physical or 
vegetative barriers; studies of the content of the wastewater, such as pathogen studies; best 
management practices; environmental conditions, such as wind speed and direction; and other 
information relevant to protecting public health and the environment. Further information 
regarding buffer distances is set forth in The Idaho Guidance for The Reclamation and Reuse of 
Municipal and Industrial Wastewater. (4-11-06)

05. Class A Capacity. The capabilities required of a Class A effluent treatment and 
distribution system in order to achieve and maintain compliance with these rules. (4-6-05)

06. Class A Effluent Distribution System. The distribution system for Class A 
effluent as described in these rules. The distribution system does not include any of the collection 
or treatment portions of the wastewater facility and is not subject to operator licensing 
requirements of IDAPA 58.01.16, “Wastewater Rules”. (4-11-06)

07. Department. The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality. (4-1-88)

08. Director. The Director of the Department of Environmental Quality or the 
Director’s designee. (4-1-88)

09. Idaho Guidance for the Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial 
Wastewater. This document, and subsequent revisions of this document, provides assistance in 
applying and interpreting these rules relating to for permitting and operating reclamation and 
reuse facilities. Copies of the document are available at the Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality, 1410 N. Hilton, Boise, ID 83706-1255 and www.deq.idaho.gov. (4-11-06)

10. Industrial Wastewater. Wastewater that is the by-product of any industrial 
processes including, but not limited to, food processing or food washing wastewater. (4-11-06)

11. Land Application. The application of municipal or industrial wastewater to land 
for the purpose of land treatment. (4-11-06)

12. Land Treatment. The use of land, soil, and crops for treatment of municipal or 
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industrial wastewater. (4-11-06)

13. Modal Contact Time. The amount of time elapsed between the time that a tracer, 
such as salt or dye, is injected into the influent at the entrance to a chamber and the time that the 
highest concentration of the tracer is observed in the effluent from the chamber. (        )

134. Municipal Wastewater. Waste water that contains sewage. (4-1-88)

145. New Activity. Any significant change in operation or construction of the 
wastewater treatment system which may impact the waters of the state. (4-1-88)

156. Non-Contact Cooling Water. Water used to reduce temperature which does not 
come into direct contact with any raw material, intermediate product, waste product (other than 
heat) or finished product. (4-1-88)

167. NTU. (Nephelometric Turbidity Unit). - a unit of measurement of the level of 
turbidity. A measure of turbidity based on a comparison of the intensity of the light scattered by 
the sample under defined conditions with the intensity of the light scattered by a standard 
reference suspension under the same conditions. (4-6-05)(        )

178. Permit. Written authorization by the Director to modify, operate, construct or 
discharge to a reclamation and reuse facility. (4-11-06)

1899. Permittee. The person to whom the reclamation and reuse permit is issued.
(4-11-06)

1920. Person. An individual, corporation, partnership, association, state, municipality, 
commission, political subdivision of the state, state agency, federal agency, special district, or 
interstate body. (4-1-88)

201. Point of Compliance. That point in the reclamation and reuse facility where the 
reclaimed wastewater must meet the requirements of the permit. There may be more than one (1) 
point of compliance within the facility depending on the constituents to be monitored. (4-11-06)

212. Primary Effluent. Raw wastewater that has been mechanically treated by 
screening, degritting, sedimentation and/or skimming processes to remove substantially all 
floatable and settleable solids. (4-1-88)

223. Processed Food Crop. Any crop intended for human consumption that has been 
changed from its original form and further disinfection occurs. (4-1-88)

234. Rapid Infiltration System. A wastewater treatment method by which wastewater 
is applied to land in an amount of twenty (20) to six hundred (600) feet per year for percolation 
through the soil. Vegetation is not generally utilized by this method. (4-1-88)

245. Raw Food Crop. Any crop intended for human consumption which is to be used 
in its original form. (4-1-88)
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256. Reclaimed Wastewater. For the purpose of these rules, the term reclaimed 
wastewater shall mean wastewater that is used in accordance with these rules. (4-11-06)

267. Restricted Public Access. Preventing public entry within the area or point of 
reuse of a facility and the buffer distance around the area by site location or physical structures 
such as fencing. A lesser buffer distance may be accepted if aerosol drift is reduced. (4-11-06)

278. Reclamation. The treatment of municipal or industrial wastewater that allows it to 
be reused for beneficial uses. Reclamation also includes land treatment for wastewater that 
utilizes soil or crops for partial treatment. (4-11-06)

289. Reuse. The use of reclaimed wastewater for beneficial uses including, but not 
limited to, land treatment, irrigation, aquifer recharge, use in surface water features, toilet flushing 
in commercial buildings, dust control, and other uses. (4-11-06)

2930. Reclamation and Reuse Facility or Facility. Any structure or system designed or 
used for reclamation or reuse of municipal or industrial wastewater including, but not limited to, 
industrial and municipal wastewater treatment facilities, pumping and storage facilities, pipeline 
and distribution facilities, and the property to which the reclaimed wastewater is applied. This 
does not include industrial in-plant processes and reuse of process waters within the plant.

(4-11-06)

301. Sewage. The water-carried human wastes from residences, buildings, industrial 
establishments and other places. (4-1-88)

312. Sludge. The semi-liquid mass produced by treatment of water or wastewater.
(4-1-88)

323. Time Distribution of Flows. A measurement of the volume of wastewater 
distributed over a specified area during a specified time period. Typical unit of measure is inches 
per acre per week. (4-1-88)

34. Turbidity. A measure of the interference of light passage through water, or visual 
depth restriction due to the presence of suspended matter such as clay, silt, nonliving organic 
particulates, plankton and other microscopic organisms. Operationally, turbidity measurements 
are expressions of certain light scattering and absorbing properties of a water sample. Turbidity is 
measured by the Nephelometric method. (        )

335. Wastewater. Unless otherwise specified, industrial waste, municipal waste, 
agricultural waste, and associated solids or combinations of these, whether treated or untreated, 
together with such water as is present but not including sludge, or non-contact cooling water.

(4-1-88)

346. Waters and Waters of the State. All the accumulations of water, surface and 
underground, natural and artificial, public and private, or parts thereof which are wholly or 
partially within, which flow through or border upon the state. (4-1-88)

201. -- 299. (RESERVED).
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300. PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND APPLICATION.

01. Permit Required. No person shall construct, modify, operate, or continue to 
operate a reclamation and reuse facility without a valid permit issued by the Director as provided 
in these rules. (4-11-06)

02. Dischargers. No person shall discharge to a reclamation and reuse facility without 
a valid permit issued by the Director as provided in these rules. (4-11-06)

03. Pre-Application Conference. Prospective applicants are encouraged to meet with 
the Department to discuss application procedure and anticipated application requirements.

(4-1-88)

04. Application Required. Every person requiring a permit under these rules shall 
submit a permit application to the Department: (4-1-88)

a. At least one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the day on which a new activity is 
to begin; or (4-11-06)

b. At least one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the expiration of any permit issued 
pursuant to these rules. (4-11-06)

05. Application Contents. Application shall be made on a form prescribed by the 
Director and available from the Department. and Except as provided in Subsection 300.05.l., the 
application shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: (4-1-88)(        )

a. Name, location, and mailing address of the facility; (4-1-88)

b. Name, mailing address, and phone number of the facility owner and signature of 
the owner or authorized agent; (4-1-88)

c. The nature of the entity owning the facility (federal, state, private, or public 
entity); (4-1-88)

d. A list of local, state, and federal permits, licenses and approvals related to the 
activity which have been applied for and which have been received and the dates of application or 
approval; (4-1-88)

e. A topographic map of the facility site identifying and showing the location and 
extent of: (4-1-88)

i. Wastewater inlets, outlets, and storage structures and facilities; (4-1-88)

ii. Wells, springs, wetlands, and surface waters; (4-1-88)

iii. Twenty-five (25), fifty (50), and one hundred (100) year flood plains, as available 
through the Federal Insurance Administration of the Federal Emergency Management Agency;
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(4-1-88)

iv. Service roads; (4-1-88)

v. Natural or man-made features necessary for treatment; (4-1-88)

vi. Buildings and structures; and (4-1-88)

vii. Process chemicals and residue storage facilities. (4-1-88)

f. A topographic map which may be separate from or combined with the facility site 
map, extending one quarter (1/4) mile beyond the outer limits of the facility site. The map shall 
identify and show the location and extent of the following: (4-1-88)

i. Wells, springs, wetlands, and surface waters; (4-6-05)

ii. Public and private drinking water supply sources and source water assessment 
areas (public water system protection area information); (4-6-05)

iii. Public roads; and (4-1-88)

iv. Dwellings and private and public gathering places. (4-1-88)

g. If the facility site or any portion thereof is leased or rented, a copy of that lease or 
rental agreement; (4-1-88)

h. The volume of wastewaters to be treated and the time distribution of flows;
(4-1-88)

i. The physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of the wastewater; (4-1-88)

j. The climatic, hydrogeologic, and soil characteristics of the facility site. (4-1-88)

k. Other information may also be required. The Idaho Guidance for Reclamation and 
Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater is intended to provide assistance to permit 
applicants in obtaining a reclamation and reuse permit and may be considered in determining the 
need for other information. (4-11-06)

l. Under certain circumstances for permit reissuances, some information required in 
Subsections 300.05.a. through k. may not be necessary for evaluation and will not be required. 
Application content requirements will be clarified at the pre-application conference. (        )

06. Existing Reclamation and Reuse Facility Plan of Operation. Any existing 
reclamation and reuse facility shall be required to have a plan of operation which describes in 
detail the operation, maintenance, and management of the wastewater treatment system.(4-11-06)

07. New Reclamation and Reuse Facility Plan of Operation. Any new proposed 
reclamation and reuse facility shall be required to have a detailed plan of operation at the fifty 
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percent (50%) completion point of construction. In addition, after one (1) year of operation the 
plan must be updated to reflect actual operating procedures. A general outline of the plan of 
operation must be provided with the permit application which will satisfy the intent of these rules.

(4-11-06)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

600. SPECIFIC PERMIT CONDITIONS.

01. Basis for Specific Permit Conditions. Conditions necessary for the protection of 
the environment and the public health may differ from facility to facility because of varying 
environmental conditions and wastewater compositions. The Director may establish, on a case-
by-case basis, specific permit conditions. Specific conditions shall be established in consideration 
of characteristics specific to a facility and inherent hazards of those characteristics. Such 
characteristics include, but are not limited to: (4-1-88)

a. Chemical, biological, physical, and volumetric characteristics of the wastewater;
(4-1-88)

b. Geological and climatic nature of the facility site; (4-1-88)

c. Size of the site and its proximity to population centers and to ground and surface 
water; (4-1-88)

d. Legal considerations relative to land use and water rights; (4-1-88)

e. Techniques used in wastewater distribution and the disposition of that vegetation 
exposed to wastewaters; (4-1-88)

f. Abilities of the soils and vegetative covers to treat the wastewater without undue 
hazard to the environment or to the public health; and (4-1-88)

g. The need for monitoring and record keeping to determine if the facility is being 
operated in conformance with its design and if its design is adequate to protect the environment 
and the public health. (4-1-88)

02. Duration of Permit. The permit shall be effective for a fixed term of not more 
than five (5) years. (4-1-88)

03. Limitations to Operation. Conditions of the permit may specify or limit: (4-1-88)

a. Wastewater composition; (4-1-88)

b. Method, manner, and frequency of wastewater treatment; (4-1-88)
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c. Wastewater pretreatment requirements; (4-1-88)

d. Physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of a land treatment facility; and
(4-11-06)

e. Any other condition the Director finds necessary to protect public health or 
environment. (4-1-88)

04. Compliance Schedules. The Director may establish a compliance schedule for 
existing facilities as part of the permit conditions including: (4-1-88)

a. Specific steps or actions to be taken by the permittee to achieve compliance with 
applicable requirements or final permit conditions; (4-1-88)

b. Dates by which those steps or actions are to be taken; and (4-1-88)

c. In any case where the period of time for compliance exceeds one (1) year the 
schedule may also establish interim requirements and the dates for their achievements. (4-1-88)

05. Monitoring Requirements. Any facility may be subject to monitoring 
requirements including, but not limited to: (4-1-88)

a. The installation, use, and maintenance of monitoring equipment; (4-1-88)

b. Monitoring or sampling methodology, frequency, and locations; (4-1-88)

c. Monitored substances or parameters; (4-1-88)

d. Testing and analytical procedures; and (4-1-88)

e. Reporting requirements including both frequency and form. (4-1-88)

06. Rapid Infiltration Systems. The following minimum treatment requirements are 
established for land application of wastewater using rapid infiltration methods and systems.

(4-11-06)

a. Suspended solids content of wastewater which includes organic and inorganic 
particulate matter shall not exceed a thirty (30) day average concentration of one hundred (100) 
mg/l. (4-1-88)

b. Nitrogen (total as N) content of wastewater shall not exceed a thirty (30) day 
average concentration of twenty (20) mg/l. (4-1-88)

07. Direct Use of Municipal Reclaimed Wastewater. Treatment requirements for 
reuse facilities applicable to direct use of municipal reclaimed wastewater include, but are not 
limited to, the following. The applicable treatment requirements, buffer zones, access restrictions, 
disinfection requirements, uses, and other requirements are further described in the Classification 
Table in Subsection 600.08. (4-6-05)(        )
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a. Class A effluent is municipal reclaimed wastewater that may be used under 
particular circumstances for irrigation, including residential irrigation at individual homes,;
ground water recharge using surface spreading, seepage ponds, or other unlined surface water 
features,; and ground water recharge using subsurface distribution; fire suppression from 
dedicated, marked hydrants and only by trained fire personnel, and not to be used in building 
sprinkler systems; dust suppression at construction sites; toilet flushing at industrial and 
commercial sites where only trained maintenance personnel have access to the plumbing for 
repair; or other uses acceptable to the Department. Class A effluent shall be oxidized, coagulated, 
clarified, and filtered, or treated by an equivalent process and adequately disinfected. Filtration 
approval requirements, nutrient removal requirements, turbidity limits requirements, monitoring 
requirements, reliability and redundancy requirements, and distribution system requirements also 
apply. Class A treatment systems are required to be pilot tested or otherwise approved by the 
Department per Subsection 601.04 of these rules. Class A effluent shall be considered adequately 
disinfected if, at the point of compliance, the median number of total coliform organisms does not 
exceed two and two-tenths (2.2) per one hundred (100) milliliters, and does not exceed twenty-
three (23) per one hundred (100) milliliters in any confirmed sample, as determined from the 
bacteriological results of the last seven (7) days for which analyses have been completed. For 
ground water recharge using surface spreading, seepage ponds, and other unlined surface water 
features, IDAPA 58.01.11, “Ground Water Quality Rule,” requirements apply. For Class A 
effluent, analysis shall be based on daily sampling during periods of use. The point of compliance 
for Class A effluent for total coliform shall be at any point in the system following final treatment 
and disinfection contact time. It is recommended but not required that the effluent also be 
disinfected following storage. Class A effluent for residential irrigation shall be applied only 
during periods of non-use. (4-11-06)(        )

b. Class B effluent is municipal reclaimed wastewater that may contact any edible 
portion of raw food crops; or is may be used to irrigate golf courses, parks, playgrounds, 
schoolyards and other areas where children are more likely to have access or exposure; or may be 
used for toilet flushing at industrial and commercial sites where only trained maintenance 
personnel have access to the plumbing for repair. Class B effluent shall be oxidized, coagulated, 
clarified, and filtered, or treated by an equivalent process and adequately disinfected. New Class 
B treatment systems are required to be pilot tested and approved by the Department prior to start-
up. Class B effluent shall meet the following turbidity limits. The daily arithmetic mean of all 
daily measurements of turbidity shall not exceed two (2) NTU, and turbidity shall not exceed five 
(5) NTU at any time. Turbidity shall be measured continuously. The turbidity standard shall be 
met prior to disinfection. For those systems that have in-line turbidimeters that are operating full-
time, no additional monitoring for total suspended solids (TSS) is required. Class B effluent shall 
be considered adequately disinfected if, at the point of compliance, the median number of total 
coliform organisms does not exceed two and two-tenths (2.2) per one hundred (100) milliliters, 
and does not exceed twenty-three (23) per one hundred (100) milliliters in any confirmed sample, 
as determined from the bacteriological results of the last seven (7) days for which analyses have 
been completed. For Class B effluent, analysis shall be based on daily sampling during periods of 
application. The point of compliance for Class B effluent for total coliform shall be at any point in 
the system following final treatment and disinfection contact time. It is recommended but not 
required that the effluent also be disinfected following storage. Residual chlorine at the point of 
compliance shall be not less than one (1) mg/L free chlorine after a contact time of thirty (30) 
minutes at peak flow. If an alternative disinfection process is used, it must be demonstrated to the 
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satisfaction of the Department that the alternative process is comparable to that achieved by 
chlorination with one (1) mg/L free chlorine after thirty (30) minutes contact time. Class B 
effluent shall be applied only during periods of non-use by the public. (4-11-06)(        )

c. Class C effluent is municipal reclaimed wastewater that will may only contact the 
inedible portion of raw food crops,; or is may be used to irrigate orchards and vineyards during 
the fruiting season, if no fruit harvested for raw use comes in contact with the irrigation water or 
ground or will only contact the inedible portion of raw food crops,; or is may be used to irrigate 
cemeteries, vegetation on sides and medians of highways, and other areas where individuals have 
access or exposure; or may be used for toilet flushing at industrial and commercial sites where 
only trained maintenance personnel have access to the plumbing for repair. Class C effluent shall 
be oxidized and adequately disinfected. Class C effluent shall be considered adequately 
disinfected if, at the point of compliance, the median number of total coliform organisms does not 
exceed twenty-three (23) per one hundred (100) milliliters, and does not exceed two hundred 
thirty (230) per one hundred (100) milliliters in any confirmed sample as determined from the 
bacteriological results of the last five (5) days for which analyses have been completed. For Class 
C effluent, analysis shall be based on weekly sampling during periods of application. The point of 
compliance for Class C effluent for total coliform shall be at any point in the system following 
final treatment and disinfection contact time. Class C effluent shall be applied only during periods 
of non-use by the public. (4-11-06)(        )

d. Class D effluent is municipal reclaimed wastewater that is used to irrigate fodder, 
seed, or processed food crops and is oxidized and adequately disinfected. Class D effluent shall be 
considered adequately disinfected if, at some location in the treatment process, the median 
number of total coliform organisms does not exceed two hundred thirty (230) per one hundred 
(100) milliliters, not to exceed two thousand three hundred (2300) per one hundred (100) 
milliliters in any confirmed sample, as determined from the bacteriological results of the last three 
(3) days for which analyses have been completed. For Class D effluent, analysis shall be based on 
monthly sampling during periods of application. The point of compliance for Class D effluent for 
total coliform shall be at any point in the system following final treatment and disinfection contact 
time. Animals shall not be grazed on land where Class D municipal wastewater is applied, and 
animals shall not be fed harvested vegetation irrigated in this manner within two (2) weeks of 
application. (4-11-06)

e. Class E effluent is municipal reclaimed wastewater that is used to irrigate forested 
sites where public access is restricted and the municipal wastewater shall be of at least primary 
effluent quality. Animals shall not be grazed on land where Class E municipal wastewater is 
applied, and animals shall not be fed harvested vegetation irrigated in this manner within four (4) 
weeks of application. (4-11-06)

08. Direct Use of Municipal Reclaimed Wastewater -- Classification Table. The 
following table further describes provides a brief summary of the requirements for direct use of 
municipal reclaimed wastewater outlined in Subsection 600.07. If there are discrepancies 
between Subsections 600.07 and 600.08, the requirements of Subsection 600.07 prevail.
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Classification Table

Classification Class A Class B Class C Class D Class E

Treatment This is a partial list - see 
Section 601 for more 
detail: Oxidized, clarified, 
and coagulated, with 
filtration approval 
requirements or treated by 
an equivalent process, 
plus nutrient removal 
requirements, turbidity 
limits requirements, 
adequately disinfected and 
tested. 

Oxidized, 
coagulated, 
clarified, and 
filtered, or 
treated by an 
equivalent 
process, turbidity 
limits 
requirements, 
and adequately 
disinfected and 
tested.

Oxidized and 
adequately 
disinfected

Oxidized and 
adequately 
disinfected

At least 
primary 
effluent quality 

Disinfection Total coliform organisms 
does not exceed two and 
two-tenths (2.2) per one 
hundred (100) milliliters

Total coliform 
organisms does 
not exceed two 
and two-tenths 
(2.2) per one 
hundred (100) 
milliliters

Total coliform 
organisms does 
not exceed 
twenty three 
(23) per one 
hundred (100) 
milliliters

Total coliform 
organisms does 
not exceed two 
hundred thirty 
(230) per one 
hundred (100) 
milliliters

Total coliform 
organisms up 
to “too 
numerous to 
count”
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Uses May be used for 
residential irrigation at 
individual homes,; ground 
water recharge using 
surface spreading, 
seepage ponds, or other 
unlined surface water 
features,; ground water 
recharge using subsurface 
distribution; fire 
suppression from 
dedicated, marked 
hydrants; dust 
suppression at 
construction sites; toilet 
flushing at industrial and 
commercial sites; or Class 
B, C, D, or E uses. Other 
requirements apply for 
ground water uses. See 
Subsection 600.07.a.

May contact any 
edible portion of 
raw food crops,; 
or is may be 
used to irrigate 
golf courses, 
parks, 
playgrounds, 
schoolyards; 
may be used for 
toilet flushing at 
industrial and 
commercial 
sites; or Class C, 
D, or E uses. 
See Subsection 
600.07.b.

May be used to 
irrigate orchards 
and vineyards 
during the 
fruiting season, 
if no fruit 
harvested for 
raw use comes 
in contact with 
the irrigation 
water or ground, 
or will only 
contact the 
unedible portion 
of raw food 
crops,; or is may 
be used to 
irrigate 
cemeteries, or 
roadside 
vegetation; may 
be used for toilet 
flushing at 
industrial and 
commercial 
sites; or Class D 
or E uses. See 
Subsection 
600.07.c.

May be used to 
irrigate fodder, 
seed, or 
processed food 
crops; or Class 
E uses. See 
Subsection 
600.07.d.

May be used 
to irrigate 
forested sites. 
See 
Subsection 
600.07.e.

Access 
Restriction

Irrigated during periods of 
non-use.

Irrigated during 
periods of non-
use by the 
public.

Irrigated during 
periods of non-
use by the 
public.

Public access 
restricted.

Public access 
restricted.

Signing and 
Posting

See Subsection 601.02 Site specific - 
See Idaho 
Guidance for 
The Reclamation 
and Reuse of 
Municipal and 
Industrial 
Wastewater

Site specific - 
See Idaho 
Guidance for 
The 
Reclamation 
and Reuse of 
Municipal and 
Industrial 
Wastewater

Site specific - 
See Idaho 
Guidance for 
The 
Reclamation 
and Reuse of 
Municipal and 
Industrial 
Wastewater

Site specific - 
See Idaho 
Guidance for 
The 
Reclamation 
and Reuse of 
Municipal and 
Industrial 
Wastewater

Classification Table

Classification Class A Class B Class C Class D Class E
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(4-11-06)(        )

601. CLASS A EFFLUENT MUNICIPAL RECLAIMED WASTEWATER -- 
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.

01. Engineering Report. Engineering reports and application materials for new Class 
A effluent municipal reclaimed wastewater systems or major upgrades to Class A effluent 
municipal reclaimed wastewater systems shall be submitted to the Department with the 
application and must be approved by the Department prior to permit issuance. The engineering 
report shall include, but not be limited to, the following items as applicable: purpose; approach; 
development of alternatives; technical, financial, managerial, and legal issues; emergency 
response and security; operation and maintenance; consideration of alternatives for disposal of 
unanticipated excess effluent that does not meet Class specifications; pilot testing; client use 
issues; potential markets for reclaimed wastewater; potential sources of wastewater; public 
involvement and perception; targeted markets for reclaimed wastewater; allocation of reclaimed 
wastewater; preliminary investigations; staff development; treatment system upgrades to meet 
Class A requirements; distribution system development and schedule; new development 
infrastructure; reservoir or booster capacity; water balance calculations; costs; applicable 
regulations; and potential funding sources. This engineering report shall be stamped, dated and 
signed in accordance with Idaho Board of Registration of Professional Engineers and Professional 

Buffer Distances No effluent is allowed to be 
applied to surface waters 
in those circumstances 
when an NPDES Permit is 
required. One hundred 
(100) feet minimum to 
drinking water wells.

Site specific - 
See Idaho 
Guidance for 
The Reclamation 
and Reuse of 
Municipal and 
Industrial 
Wastewater. No 
effluent is 
allowed to be 
applied to 
surface waters in 
those 
circumstances 
when an NPDES 
Permit is 
required.

Site specific - 
See Idaho 
Guidance for 
The 
Reclamation 
and Reuse of 
Municipal and 
Industrial 
Wastewater. No 
effluent is 
allowed to be 
applied to 
surface waters 
in those 
circumstances 
when an 
NPDES Permit 
is required.

Site specific - 
See Idaho 
Guidance for 
The 
Reclamation 
and Reuse of 
Municipal and 
Industrial 
Wastewater. No 
effluent is 
allowed to be 
applied to 
surface waters 
in those 
circumstances 
when an 
NPDES Permit 
is required.

1000 ft. to 
inhabited 
dwellings and 
areas 
accessible to 
the public. No 
effluent is 
allowed to be 
applied to 
surface waters 
in those 
circumstances 
when an 
NPDES 
Permit is 
required.

Grazing Grazing allowed only with 
approved grazing 
management plan.

Grazing allowed 
only with 
approved 
grazing 
management 
plan.

Grazing allowed 
only with 
approved 
grazing 
management 
plan.

Grazing not 
allowed.

Grazing not 
allowed.

Classification Table

Classification Class A Class B Class C Class D Class E
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Land Surveyors, IDAPA 10.01.02, “Rules of Professional Responsibility.” (4-11-06)(        )

02. Distribution System Requirements. Class A distribution systems and the 
continued distribution systems of all of its customers shall have specific requirements including, 
but not limited to: (4-6-05)

a. Any person or agency that is planning to construct all or part of the distribution 
system must obtain a plan and specification approval from the Department prior to beginning 
construction. Where Class A effluent is to be provided by pressure pipeline, the following 
applicable standards shall be used as guidance: the current edition of “Recommended Standards 
for Wastewater Facilities - Great Lakes-Upper Mississippi River Board of State Sanitary 
Engineers,” the “AWWA Manual M24” Chapter 4 for dual water systems, and the current edition 
of “Idaho Standards for Public Works Construction”. The above guidance documents shall be 
used for all new systems constructed after April 1, 2005. Requirements for irrigation systems 
proposed for conversion from use of non-Class A effluent water to use with Class A effluent will 
be considered on a case-by-case basis considering protection of public health and the 
environment. (4-6-05)

b. Distribution Lines. (4-6-05)

i. Minimum Separation. (4-6-05)

(1) Horizontal Separation. Class A effluent distribution mains parallel to potable 
(culinary) water mains shall be installed in accordance with IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for 
Public Drinking Water Systems,” Subsection 550.06 542.07. Class A effluent distribution mains 
parallel to sanitary sewer mains shall be installed at least five (5) feet horizontally from the 
sanitary sewer main if the sanitary sewer main is located above the Class A effluent main, and 
three (3) feet horizontally from the sanitary sewer main if the sanitary sewer main is located 
below the Class A effluent main. (4-6-05)(        )

(2) Vertical Separation. At crossings of Class A effluent distribution mains with 
potable water mains and sanitary sewer mains, the order of the mains from lowest in elevation to 
highest should be: sanitary sewer main, Class A effluent main, and potable water main. A 
minimum of eighteen (18) inches vertical separation between each of these utilities shall be 
provided as measured from outside of pipe to outside of pipe. The crossings shall be arranged so 
that the Class A effluent main joints will be equidistant and as far as possible from the potable
water main joints and the sanitary sewer main joints. If the Class A effluent water main must cross 
above the potable water main, the vertical separation shall be a minimum eighteen (18) inches, the 
Class A effluent main shall be supported to prevent settling, and the Class A effluent main shall 
be encased in a continuous pipe sleeve to a distance on each side of the crossing equal to ten (10) 
feet. If the Class A effluent main must cross below the sanitary sewer main, the vertical separation 
shall be a minimum eighteen (18) inches and the Class A effluent main shall be encased in a 
continuous pipe sleeve to a distance on each side of the crossing equal to ten (10) feet.

(4-6-05)(        )

(3) Special Provisions. Where the horizontal and/or vertical separation as required 
above cannot be maintained, special construction requirements shall be provided in accordance 
with requirements in IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems,” 
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Subsection 550.06 542, for protection of potable water mains. (4-6-05)(        )

ii. Class A Effluent Pipe Identification. (4-6-05)

(1) General. All new buried pipe, including service lines, valves, and other 
appurtenances, shall be colored purple, Pantone 512 or equivalent. If fading or discoloration of 
the purple pipe is experienced during construction, identification tape or locating wire along the 
pipe is required. Label piping every ten (10) feet “Caution: Reclaimed Wastewater - Do Not 
Drink” in both Spanish and English lettering. (4-6-05)(10-17-06)T

(2) Identification Tape. If identification tape is installed along with the purple pipe, it 
shall be prepared with white or black printing on a purple field, color Pantone 512 or equivalent, 
having the words, “Caution: Reclaimed Wastewater - Do Not Drink” in both Spanish and English 
lettering. The overall width of the tape shall be at least three (3) inches. Identification tape shall 
be installed eighteen (18) inches above the transmission pipe longitudinally, shall be centered 
over the pipe, and shall run continuously along the length of the pipe. (4-6-05)(10-17-06)T

iii. Conversion of Existing Drinking Water or Irrigation Water Lines. Existing water 
lines that are being converted to use with Class A effluent or a combination of Class A effluent 
and irrigation water shall first be accurately located and comply with leak test standards in 
accordance with IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems,” Subsection 
550.06 542, and in coordination with the Department. The pipeline must be physically 
disconnected from any potable water lines and brought into compliance with current state cross 
connection rules and requirements (IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water 
Systems,” Subsection 550.07 543), and must meet minimum separation requirements set forth in 
Subsection 601.02.b. of these rules. If the existing lines meet approval of the water supplier and 
the Department based upon the requirements set forth in Subsection 601.02.b.iii. of these rules, 
the lines shall be approved for Class A effluent distribution. If regulatory compliance of the 
system (accurate location, pressure testing, and verification of no cross connections) cannot be 
verified with record drawings, testing, televising, or otherwise, the lines shall be uncovered, 
inspected, and identified or otherwise verified to the Department’s satisfaction prior to use. All 
accessible portions of the system must be retrofitted to meet the requirements of these rules. After 
conversion of the water or irrigation line to a Class A wastewater effluent line, the lines shall be 
marked as stated in Subsection 601.02.b.ii.(2) of these rules. (4-6-05)(        )

iv. Valve Boxes and Other Surface Identification. All valves shall have locking valve 
covers that are non-interchangeable with potable water valve covers, and shall have an inscription 
cast on the top surface stating “Reclaimed Wastewater”. Valve boxes shall meet the requirements 
of IDAPA 58.01.08, “Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems,” Subsection 550.06 542. 
All above ground pipes and pumps shall be consistently color coded (purple, Pantone 512) and 
marked to differentiate Class A effluent facilities from potable water facilities. (4-11-06)(        )

v. Blow-off Assemblies. If either an in-line type or end-of-line type blow-off or drain 
assembly is installed in the system, a plan for proposed discharge or runoff locations shall be 
submitted to the Department for review and approval. (4-6-05)

c. Storage. If storage or impoundment of Class A effluent is provided, the following 
requirements apply: (4-6-05)
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i. Fencing. No fencing is required by these rules, but may be required by local laws 
or ordinances. (4-6-05)

ii. Identification. All storage facilities shall be identified by signs prepared according 
to the requirements of Subsection 601.02.e.v. of these rules. Signs shall be posted on the 
surrounding fence at minimum five hundred (500) foot intervals and at the entrance of each 
facility. If there is no fence, signs shall be located at a minimum on each side of the facility or at 
minimum two hundred fifty (250) foot intervals or at all accessible points. (4-6-05)

iii. For systems supplying irrigation water for residential lawn irrigation, minimum 
storage requirements shall include sufficient volume for daily use patterns, precipitation events, 
etc., and an alternate disposal point during non-irrigation season. (4-6-05)

d. Pumping Facilities. (4-6-05)

i. Marking. All exposed and above ground piping, risers, fittings, pumps, valves, 
etc., shall be painted purple, Pantone 512. In addition, all piping shall be identified using an 
accepted means of labeling reading “Warning: Reclaimed Wastewater - Do Not Drink” in both 
Spanish and English lettering. In a fenced pump station area, signs shall be posted on the fence on 
all sides. (4-6-05)(10-17-06)T

ii. Seal Water. Any potable water used as seal water for reclaimed water pump seals 
shall be protected from backflow with a Department approved backflow prevention device or air 
gap. (4-6-05)

e. Other Requirements. (4-6-05)

i. Backflow Protection. In no case shall a direct connection be made between the 
potable and Class A effluent system. If it is necessary to put potable water into the Class A 
effluent distribution system, a Department approved reduced pressure principal device or air gap 
must be provided to protect the potable water system. (4-6-05)

ii. Drinking fountains, picnic tables, food establishments, and other public eating 
facilities shall be placed out of any spray irrigation area in which Class A effluent is used, or shall 
be otherwise protected from contact with the Class A effluent. Exterior drinking fountains, picnic 
tables, food establishments, and other public eating facilities shall be shown and called out on the 
construction plans. If no exterior drinking fountains, picnic tables, food establishments, or other 
public eating facilities are present in the design area, then it shall be specifically stated on the 
plans that none are to exist. (4-6-05)

iii. Equipment and Facilities. Any equipment or facilities such as tanks, temporary 
piping or valves, and portable pumps that have been or may be used with Class A effluent shall 
not be used with potable water or sewage. Any equipment or facilities such as tanks, temporary 
piping or valves, and portable pumps that have been or may be used with sewage shall not be used 
with Class A effluent or potable water. (4-6-05)

iv. Warning Labels. Warning labels shall be installed on designated facilities such as, 
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but not limited to, controller panels and washdown or blow-off hydrants on water trucks, hose 
bibs, and temporary construction services. The labels shall read, “Warning: Reclaimed 
Wastewater - Do Not Drink” in both Spanish and English lettering. (4-6-05)(10-17-06)T

v. Warning signs. Where reclaimed water is stored or impounded, or used for 
irrigation in public areas, warning signs shall be installed and contain, at a minimum, one (1) inch 
purple letters (Pantone 512 or equivalent) on a white or other high contrast background notifying 
the public that the water is unsafe to drink. Signs may also have a purple background with white 
or other high contrast lettering. Warning signs and labels shall read, “Warning: Reclaimed 
Wastewater - Do Not Drink” in both Spanish and English lettering. The signs shall include the 
international symbol for Do Not Drink. (4-6-05)(10-17-06)T

03. Other Permits Addressed as Necessary. The following other permits may be 
necessary for a particular facility but are not regulated under these rules: (4-6-05)

a. NPDES permits from the Environmental Protection Agency for surface water 
discharge. (4-6-05)

b. Injection well permits from Idaho Department of Water Resources. (4-6-05)

04. Filtration Technology. (        )

04a. Filtration Technology Approval Acceptance Requirements. All Class A effluent 
projects in Idaho must have written approval acceptance from the Department for their proposed 
filtration technology prior to submitting plans and specifications for approval. Except as provided 
in Subsections 601.04.b.i and 601.04.b.ii., the following approaches are methods by which this 
written approval acceptance may be obtained from the Department. Consultants and vendors shall 
submit written requests with accompanying product information to the Department’s State Office 
Wastewater Program. (4-6-05)(        )

ai. Department approval acceptance based on previous similar projects in Idaho.
(4-6-05)(        )

bii. National approval by National Reuse Association, Water Environment Federation 
Research Foundation, NSF International, or other organization approved accepted by the 
Department. (4-6-05)(        )

ciii. The State of California Department of Health Services Treatment Technology 
Report for Recycled Water, http://www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/ddwem/publications/waterrecycling/
treatmenttechnology.pdf. (4-6-05)(        )

div. Other methods approved accepted by the Department, including pilot testing.
(4-11-06)(        )

b. Filter Loading, Coagulation, and Acceptance Requirements. (        )

i. For mono, dual or mixed media gravity or pressure filtration systems, influent 
shall be coagulated, clarified and passed through an undisturbed bed of soils or filter media at a 
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rate not to exceed five (5) gallons per minute per square foot. For traveling bridge automatic 
backwash filters, influent shall be coagulated, clarified and passed through an undisturbed bed of 
soils or filter media at a rate not to exceed two (2) gallons per minute per square foot. Coagulation 
may be waived if all of following are met: the filter effluent does not exceed two (2) NTU, the 
filter influent is continuously measured, the filter influent turbidity does not exceed five (5) NTU, 
and automatically activated chemical addition or diversion facilities are provided in the event 
filter effluent turbidity exceeds five (5) NTU. (        )

ii. Gravity or pressure filters as described in Subsection 601.04.b.i. are recognized as 
being acceptable filtration processes under these rules. (        )

iii. Other granular media filters that have a continuous backwash feature, pulsed bed 
feature, or other feature that, in the determination of the Department, does not comply with 
Subsection 601.04.b.i.; membrane filters; or cloth filters must obtain acceptance in accordance 
with Subsection 601.04.a. (        )

05. Nutrient Removal Requirements. Total nitrogen at the point of compliance shall 
not exceed ten (10) mg/L for ground water recharge systems, and thirty (30) mg/L for residential 
irrigation and other non-recharge systems, based on a monthly arithmethic mean as determined 
from weekly composite sampling. These limits may be much lower depending on the results of 
any applicable nutrient-pathogen studies that may be required. (4-11-06)

06. Turbidity Limits and Monitoring Requirements and Disinfection 
Requirements. (4-6-05)(        )

a. One (1) in-line, continuously monitoring, recording turbidimeter is required for 
each treatment train after filtration and prior to disinfection. (4-6-05)(        )

b. Class A effluent shall meet the following turbidity limits. For systems utilizing 
sand or other granular media or cloth media, the daily arithmetic mean of all daily measurements 
of turbidity shall not exceed two (2) NTU, and turbidity shall not exceed five (5) NTU at any 
time. Turbidity shall be measured continuously. The turbidity standard shall be met prior to 
disinfection. For systems utilizing membrane filtration, the daily arithmetic mean of all daily 
measurements of turbidity shall not exceed zero point two (0.2) NTU, and turbidity shall not 
exceed zero point five (0.5) NTU at any time. (4-6-05)(        )

c. Class A effluent shall be disinfected by either: (        )

i. A chlorine disinfection process that provides a concentration/contact time (CT) of 
four hundred and fifty (450) milligram-minutes per liter (mg-min/L) measured at the end of the 
contact time with a modal contact time of not less than ninety (90) minutes based on peak day dry 
weather flow; or (        )

ii. A disinfection process that, when combined with filtration, has been demonstrated 
to achieve 5-log inactivation of virus. Acceptance by the State of California Department of Health 
Services as published in their Treatment Technology Report for Recycled Water is one method to 
constitute such a demonstration. (        )
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07. Reliability and Redundancy Requirements. (4-6-05)

a. Redundant Treatment Capabilities. (        )

ai. Class A treatment systems shall have redundant treatment capabilities able to treat 
peak day flow, and Class A treatment systems shall also provide for; (        )

(1) An alternative disposal option; or (        )

(2) Diversion to adequate lined storage capable of storing seven (7) days of effluent;
or (        )

(3) Equivalent back-up system. (        )

ii. Each of these three (3) alternatives must be automatically activated if turbidity 
exceeds or chlorine residual drops below the instantaneous required value for more than five (5) 
minutes, or if the alternative filtration/ disinfection system is not achieving its required 5-log 
removal/inactivation of virus for more than five (5) minutes. Peak flow is defined for the purpose 
of this rule Subsection 601.07 to mean the peak day flow of the plant anticipated for the season in 
which Class A effluent is being produced. The maximum number of times a facility could exceed 
on this basis is twice in one (1) week, both of which times are required to be immediately 
reported. Failure to report or exceeding more than twice in one (1) week are sufficient grounds for 
the Department to require the system to be shut down for inspection and repair. (4-11-06)(        )

b. Redundant facilities, including, but not limited to, monitoring equipment and 
treatment trains shall be required. (4-6-05)

c. Standby Power sufficient to maintain all treatment and distribution works shall be 
required for the Class A effluent use. An alternative to this is to provide standby power sufficient 
for basic treatment and for automatic by-pass of filtration directly to an alternative permitted
disposal option or diversion to lined storage. (4-6-05)(        )

d. Standby treatment filter units in fully operable condition capable of treating peak 
flow, with the largest filter unit out of service, shall be plumbed and wired in place for immediate 
use. Peak flow is defined for the purpose of this rule to mean the peak day flow of the plant 
anticipated for the season in which Class A effluent is being produced. An alternative to this is 
automatic by-pass of filtration directly to an alternative permitted disposal option or diversion to 
lined storage. (4-11-06)(        )

08. Other Class A Effluent Requirements. (4-6-05)

a. Minimum treatment system size shall be ten thousand (10,000) gallons per day of 
wastewater flow being treated. (4-11-06)

b. Five (5) Day Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD5) shall not exceed five (5) mg/
L shall not exceed five (5) mg/L for ground water recharge systems, and ten (10) mg/L each for 
residential irrigation and other non-recharge systems, based on a monthly arithmethic mean as 
determined from weekly composite sampling. (4-11-06)(        )
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c. The pH as determined by daily grab samples or continuous monitoring shall be 
between six point zero (6.0) and nine point zero (9.0) inclusive. (4-11-06)

d. Residual Chlorine at the point of compliance shall be not less than one (1) mg/L 
free chlorine after a contact time of thirty (30) minutes at peak flow. If an alternate disinfection 
process is used, it must be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Department that the alternative 
process is comparable to that achieved by chlorination with a one (1) mg/L free chlorine residual 
after thirty (30) minutes contact time. (4-6-05)

ed. For any type of ground water recharge system, the Class A effluent must also meet 
ground water quality standards per IDAPA 58.01.11, “Ground Water Quality Rule,” at the point of 
compliance, and comply with the remaining sections of the “Ground Water Quality Rule”. For 
these types of ground water recharge systems utilizing Class A effluent municipal reclaimed 
wastewater, the applicant shall propose to the Department for review and approval, the applicable 
testing requirements for the effluent as it relates to the primary and secondary ground water 
standards, as well as background ground water quality. Ground water recharge site locations shall 
be a minimum of one thousand (1000) feet from any down gradient drinking water extraction well 
and shall also provide for a minimum of six (6) months time of travel in the aquifer prior to 
withdrawal. The minimum requirements for site location and aquifer storage time may also be 
greater depending on any source water assessment zone studies for public drinking water wells in 
the area. The owners of these systems must control the ownership of this down gradient area to 
prohibit future wells from being drilled in the impact zone of the ground water recharge system. 
The Idaho Department of Water Resources requires additional permits for ground water injection 
wells. (4-11-06)

fe. A filter to waste operational criteria is required for all Class A effluent filtration 
facilities for each time a filter starts up. The filter will automatically filter to waste until the 
effluent meets the required turbidity standard. (4-6-05) 

gf. Additional information in the form of reports by qualified soil scientists, 
professional geologists, professional engineers, or other qualified individuals relating to 
environmental assessments, nutrient management plans, or water rights issues shall be submitted 
to the Department at the pre-application conference or with the application and must be approved 
by the Department prior to permit issuance. (4-6-05)

hg. Requirements for Class A effluent distribution system operators. All operators of 
Class A effluent distribution systems, including operators of distribution systems that utilize a 
combination of Class A effluent and other irrigation waters, operators of the distribution system 
from the wastewater treatment plant to the point of compliance or point of use or point of sale, as 
applicable, and those operators that are employed by buyers of the Class A effluent for subsequent 
use, including home occupants, shall be required to sign a utility user agreement provided by the 
utility providing the Class A effluent that states that the user acknowledges that the user 
understands the origin of the effluent and the concept of agronomic rate for applying the Class A 
effluent. Contracts for sale of Class A effluent for subsequent use shall also include these 
requirements. Individual homeowners are allowed to operate or maintain Class A effluent 
distribution systems. Providers of the Class A effluent shall undertake a public education program 
within its service area to teach potential customers the benefits and responsibilities of using Class 
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A effluent (4-11-06)(        )

h. Requirements for mixing Class A effluent with other irrigation waters. Mixing 
Class A effluent with other irrigation waters may be conducted in a pipe to pipe manner if both 
the other irrigation water source and the Class A source are protected by Department approved 
backflow devices. Class A effluent may be mixed with other irrigation water in an unlined pond if 
the Class A effluent is permitted for aquifer recharge. Class A effluent that is permitted for 
irrigation only and not aquifer recharge may be mixed with other irrigation water only in a lined 
pond. Water from these mixed ponds may then be used for permitted Class A uses. If any of the 
water from these mixed ponds ultimately discharges to a canal, drain or other surface water, an 
NPDES permit may be required due to the presence of effluent in the mixed water. A downstream 
water user does not need a permit under these rules when mixed effluent/irrigation water is used 
after it is discharged, in accordance with these rules, to a canal, drain or other surface water.

(        )
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